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voters, the final turn-out in the elections 
compared with other years and the ensuing 
results per party and per country.

Another frequently asked question was 
when the contact details of newly elected 
Members would be publicly available and 
when the European Parliament website 
would be updated, so that messages, 
invitations or other correspondence could 
be sent to them.

On a more political level, citizens commented 
on the outcome of the elections. Others 
asked about what was lying ahead for the 
new Parliament, showing particular interest in 
the election of the President of the European 
Commission and the procedures applicable 
thereto.                                                          

More information  

Results of the 2014 European elections

Elections night is over: what follows?

Looking ahead 2014-2019

EPRS infographic — 2014 European elections: 
national rules

The European elections in May were by 
far the most popular topic in the past few 
months with citizens writing to the European 
Parliament on a variety of issues, both during 
the pre- and post-election period and even 
on election day itself. 

Prior to the elections, citizens frequently 
sought practical information such as how 
to vote, especially from another EU Member 
State or from abroad, what formalities were 
to be followed for those with dual nationality, 
how to run as candidates and how political 
parties were formed. 

The upcoming elections were the 
opportunity for citizens to raise questions of 
a more general nature, such as questions 
on Members’ work and on the functioning 
of the European Parliament. Citizens wrote 
to the institution to justify why they were 
planning to vote for a particular party or why 
they intended to abstain from voting.

Another recurrent issue concerned the 
European Parliament electoral campaign, as 
well as national campaigns, and the budget 
spent on them. Some citizens gave concrete 

European elections 2014 and their impact
proposals on how to make improvements to 
the electoral campaigns in their respective 
countries so that people can make better 
informed decisions on how to cast their vote.   

     

Many citizens turned to the European 
Parliament to communicate a variety of 
problems, encountered on polling day itself,  
concerning the exercise of the right to vote. 

Some citizens explained that they were 
unaware of the deadline for registering 
or even the need to register at all in the 
electoral roll, complaining about a lack 
of sufficient information on the electoral 
process in their countries. They expressed 
thus their frustration at what they perceived 
as an obstacle in the exercising of their 
democratic right. 

Others found it confusing that local and 
European elections were held simultaneously. 

 

Directly after the elections, citizens were 
mostly interested in the election results, 
requesting statistics on the number of eligible 
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/aboutparliament/en/00020472ac/Citizens%27-Enquiries.html
http://www.results-elections2014.eu/en/election-results-2014.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20140526STO48431/html/Elections-night-is-over-what-follows
http://www.elections2014.eu/en/press-kit/content/20131112PKH24421/html/Looking-ahead-2014-2019
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/EPRS/InfoGraphic-2014-European-elections-national-rules-FINAL.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/EPRS/InfoGraphic-2014-European-elections-national-rules-FINAL.pdf
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Statistics for the second 
quarter of 2014  
In the second quarter of 2014, the largest 
number of queries concentrated on EU 
institutional affairs, accounting for 45% of 
enquiries received. The EP elections topped 
this category, seconded by EP relations with 
citizens.

Correspondence relating to internal matters 
represented 35% of enquiries received. Civil 
liberties, justice and home affairs came top 
of this category, reflecting the number of 
correspondence received on fundamental 
right issues.

The number of enquiries regarding EU 
external relations and external matters 
amounted to 11% of the total received this 
quarter. The majority of these dealt with 
relations with third countries, such as Ukraine.

Citizens frequently write to the European 
Parliament to share their preoccupation 
and viewpoints on human rights violations 
in various parts of the world. In their 
correspondence, they ask for action to 
be taken in order to combat human rights 
abuses, or enquire about the position of the 
European Parliament on specific issues. 

In the second quarter of 2014, Ask EP 
received correspondence concerning 
human rights in Venezuela, Pakistan, Sudan, 
Egypt and Turkey, among others.

Some citizens were also particularly 
concerned about children’s rights, both 
within the EU and in third countries. Enquiries 
in this context range from cross-border 
custody issues in Europe to worries about 
the use of child soldiers in other parts of the 
world.

More information

EP Subcommittee on Human Rights

Fact sheet on Human Rights

Human rights

EU/Member State internal matters

Civil liberties and home affairs 40%

Economy, finance and industry 11%

Employment and social affairs 10%

Agriculture, fisheries and animal 
welfare 9%

Environment 8%

Culture and education 6%

Energy 4%

Consumer protection and food safety 3%

Transport and tourism 3%

Public health 3%

Research and technology 2%

Internal market and competition 1%

EU institutional affairs

EP elections 36%

EP relations with citizens 23%

EP structure and functioning 15%

Members of the EP 12%

Treaties and constitutional affairs 5%

EU external relations/external matters

Relations with third countries and 
international organisations 32%

Democracy and elections 20%

International trade 16%

Human rights 12%

Security and defense 5%
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The on-going tension in eastern Ukraine, 
the separatist referendums in Donetsk and 
Luhansk, and the Ukrainian presidential 
elections on 25 May 2014 caused many 
citizens to turn to the Parliament to express 
their opinions and ask questions about the 
EU’s policy towards Ukraine, in particular the 
relationship between the EU, Ukraine and 
Russia.

Concerns were expressed about the 
transitional government of Ukraine, 
considered by some citizens as illegitimate 
and nationalist. Questions were also raised 
about the legal basis for sanctions imposed 
and about the EU-Ukraine Association 
Agreement.

Above all, citizens continue to hope for a 
peaceful resolution to the crisis in the country 
and call on the EU to seek solutions through 
dialogue.

More information

President congratulates Ukraine and its 
leader-elect

Tension in Ukraine
Over the last months, citizens have continued 
to express their worries about animal welfare, 
and once again the situation of stray dogs 
has been a topic of correspondence. Having 
taken note of the limited competences 
at EU level and the fact that Article 13 of 
the TFEU does not cover all animal welfare 
issues, citizens have asked for adaptions to 
be made to the Treaties in this regard. Other 
complaints were specifically aired about 
the animal protection authority, ASPA, in 
Romania.

Other citizens voiced their concerns 
regarding the killing of wild animals and 
wrote to the EP asking that a complete ban 
on the import of all wild animal body parts as 
trophies into EU countries be put into place.

More information

Wildlife crime: MEPs call for tougher 
penalties

EP resolution on the establishment of an EU 
legal framework for the protection of pets 
and stray animals

Animal welfare
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