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Decision electing the nominee Commission

The European Parliament,

$ having regard to Article 214(2), third subparagraph, of the EC Treaty, Article 10(2), third subpara-
graph, of the ECSC Treaty and Article 127(2), third subparagraph, of the Euratom Treaty,

$ having regard to Rules 32(2) and 33(4) of its Rules of Procedure,

$ having regard to the nomination by the governments of the Member States, on 24 March 1999, of
Mr Romano Prodi as Commission President,

$ having regard to the decision of 19 July 1999 of the representatives of the governments of the Mem-
ber States, by common accord with the nominee for Commission President, nominating persons
whom they intend to appoint as Members of the Commission (C5-0050/1999),

$ having regard to the statement by Mr Prodi, the nominee for Commission President, of 21 July 1999
on the occasion of the presentation of the nominee Commissioners,

$ having regard to the hearings of the nominee Commissioners by the competent committees of Parlia-
ment,

$ having regard to the discussions which took place on 7 September 1999 between the Conference of
Political Group Chairmen and Mr Prodi, the nominee for Commission President,

$ having regard to the programme of the nominee Commission submitted on 14 September 1999 by
the nominee for Commission President,

1. Confirms its approval of the appointment of Mr Romano Prodi as Commission President for the
remainder of the term of office which expires on 22 January 2000;

2. Approves the appointment of the Commission for the remainder of the term of office which expires
on 22 January 2000;

3. Approves the appointment of Mr Romano Prodi as Commission President for the term of office
running from 23 January 2000 to 22 January 2005;

4. Approves the appointment of the Commission for the term of office running from 23 January 2000
to 22 January 2005;

5. Instructs its President to forward this decision to the governments of the Member States.
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(2000/C 54/04) MINUTES

PROCEEDINGS OF THE SITTING

IN THE CHAIR: Mr MARINHO

Vice-President

1. Opening of sitting

The President opened the sitting at 10.00.

Mrs Maes, who inquired as to whether or not Parliament would cover organisational and interpreting costs
for the meetings of the non-profit making organisation ‘Pensions fund’ (the President admitted he was
unable to provide a reply at that moment and pointed out that questions of this nature were the respon-
sibility of the Bureau as a whole).

2. Approval of Minutes of previous sitting

Mr Galeote Quecedo referred to the remarks made by Mr Barón Crespo on a personal matter at the begin-
ning of the previous day’s sitting (see Part I, Item 3) and offered to provide clarification.

The minutes of the previous sitting were approved.

3. Membership of Parliament

As the Conference of representatives of the governments of the Member States had, the previous day,
appointed the President and members of the European Commission, the President, under Article 6 of the
Act governing election of the Members of the European Parliament by direct universal suffrage, declared
that the position as Members of the European Parliament of Mr Busquin, Mrs Loyola de Palacio Valleler-
sundi and Mrs Reding was incompatible with their role as members of the Commission.

The President accordingly announced vacancies for these Members’ seats.

The President went on to inform the House that:

$ the competent authorities of Luxembourg had notified him as to the replacement of Mrs Reding by
Mrs Astride Lulling to take effect from 16 September 1999,

$ the competent Belgian authorities had made it known that Mr Busquin would be replaced by Mr Jean-
Maurice Dehousse, also from 16 September 1999.

The President welcomed these new colleagues and recalled the provisions of Rule 7(5).

4. Texts of agreement forwarded by the Council

The President had received from the Council certified true copies of the following documents:

$ agreement between the European Community and the Swiss Confederation on trade in agricultural
products;

$ agreement between the European Community and its Member States, of the one part, and the Swiss
Confederation, of the other part, on the free movement of people;

$ agreement between the European Community and the Swiss Confederation on certain aspects of gov-
ernment procurement;

$ agreement on scientific and technological cooperation between the European Communities and the
Swiss Confederation;

$ agreement between the European Community and the Swiss Confederation on mutual recognition in
relation to conformity assessment.
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