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Figure 1 – Number of asylum applicants in Member States in the third
quarter of 2014, per million population

Source: Eurostat

European Asylum Support Office (EASO)
The European Asylum Support Office (EASO) is an EU agency which provides tools to help Member
States prepare for an influx of asylum applicants and to implement EU legislation in the field. It also
supports Member States which face particular asylum-related pressures.

Mandate, structure and budget
EASO was established in 2010 by a Parliament and Council Regulation and became fully operational in mid-
2011. The Malta-based Agency has three key objectives:
 to develop practical cooperation among Member States on asylum through facilitating exchanges of

information on countries of origin, providing support for translation/interpretation and for training of
asylum officials, and assisting in the relocation of beneficiaries of international protection;

 to support Member States under particular pressure, in particular through the Mechanism for Early
Warning, Preparedness and Crisis Management, and the coordination of Asylum Support Teams. Such
teams assist in managing asylum applications and the putting in place of appropriate reception facilities;

 to contribute to the implementation of the Common European Asylum System, by collecting and
exchanging information on best practices, drawing up an annual report on the asylum situation in the EU
and defining technical orientations on the application of the EU's asylum instruments.

EASO is intended to be an impartial and transparent centre of expertise which, in addition to practical,
technical and operational support to Member States, provides evidence for EU policy-making and legislative
drafting in all areas linked to asylum. Stakeholders from international organisations and civil society are
closely involved in EASO's activity, for instance through its annual Consultative Forum.
The Agency is made up of around 80
officials from different Member States.
The Management Board – EASO’s
planning and monitoring authority – is
composed of representatives of the
Member States, the European
Commission and the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR). EASO's budget for 2015
amounts to €14.9 million (compared to
€14.6 million in 2014).
Asylum pressures can be expressed in
absolute numbers of applicants or in
proportion to population (figure 1).
EASO assistance may be called upon by
Member States in both situations.

Recent support actions
In 2011-14 EASO provided emergency support to Greece, inter alia through the deployment of Asylum
Support Teams composed of national experts who provided training on how to establish a person's
nationality (in close cooperation with FRONTEX). In 2013-14 Italy received special support to reinvigorate its
asylum and reception system to deal with a high number of immigrants. In addition, EASO has also assisted
Bulgaria, Cyprus, Luxembourg and Sweden.
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