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Annual report on human rights and democracy in
the world, 2013
Human rights and the promotion of democracy worldwide are top priorities for the European
Parliament. They fall under the remit of the Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET) and of its
Subcommittee on Human Rights (DROI), which discusses both topical and standing issues in this
field in depth.

Overview
As part of its work on human rights, the European Parliament adopts a Resolution on Human Rights and
Democracy every year. This year's motion for resolution, based on AFET's report adopted on 9 February
2015, 'Annual Report on Human Rights and Democracy in the world 2013 and the EU's policy on the matter',
(Rapporteur: Pier Antonio Panzeri, S&D, Italy), is due to be debated and voted during the Parliament's March
plenary session in Strasbourg. The debate coincides with the anniversary of the United Nations Human
Rights Council (UNHRC) which was created on 15 March 2006.
The report adopted by AFET also includes the opinions of the Subcommittee on Human Rights (DROI) and
the Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality (FEMM).

EU human rights policy at the heart the of EU's activities
The AFET report starts by recalling that the preamble to the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European
Union affirms that the EU 'places individual and human dignity at the heart of its activities'. The report
emphasises, amongst other things, the importance of effective, consistent and coherent implementation of
the EU's human rights policy, in line with the Treaty obligations and the EU Strategic Framework on Human
Rights and Democracy: 'The European Union is founded on a shared determination to promote peace and
stability and to build a world founded on respect for human rights, democracy and the rule of law. These
principles underpin all aspects of the internal and external policies of the European Union'.
The report commends the new High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and
Vice-President of the Commission, Federica Mogherini, for openly stating her forthright commitment to the
implementation of these principles. Mogherini is invited to make a commitment for the future to participate
each year in two dedicated debates in plenary sittings of the Parliament on the EU's human rights and
democracy policy – to present the EU's annual report, and to respond to the Parliament's report.
AFET's annual report on human rights and democracy supports the continuation of the position of EU Special
Representative for Human Rights (EUSR) and its transformation into a permanent function, as an important
element of EU human rights policy, and encourages the EUSR to strike the right balance between silent and
public diplomacy. The current EUSR for Human Rights is Stavros Lambrinidis, a former Vice-President of the
European Parliament.
The report reiterates the EP's call for the creation of a new EU Special Representative mandate specifically
on International Justice and International Humanitarian Law.
It also calls for the public disclosure of the key priorities of the EU human rights country strategies, and for
Parliament to have access to the strategies, in an appropriate setting, so as to allow a proper degree of
scrutiny. It highlights that the EU, including its Delegations, should identify early warning signals, such as
repression of minorities and human rights violations, which point to potential conflicts and humanitarian
catastrophes. It calls for the EU to develop best practices for promoting and protecting human rights in post-
disaster and post-conflict situations, paying special attention to vulnerable groups, training for all relevant
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service personnel and the provision of accessible emergency shelters and disaster relief sites. The EU should
also put focus on human-rights mainstreaming in relief, recovery and reconstruction efforts, while respecting
the humanitarian principles of humanity, impartiality, neutrality and independence, and the needs-based
approach to humanitarian assistance.

A selection of key policy recommendations
The AFET report also, amongst other points, considers that the performance-driven 'more for more'
approach should guide the EU's relations with all third countries. Moreover, it considers that the EU should
grant partner countries advanced status only if clear human rights and democracy requirements are met,
and that it should not hesitate to freeze this status if those requirements are no longer fulfilled. It takes the
view that human rights must be a cross-cutting feature of all goals, targets and indicators in the post-2015
development policy agenda.
The report denounces the increasing practice of authoritarian states hosting major sports or cultural events
in order to boost their international legitimacy while at the same time further restricting domestic dissent.
The report therefore calls for the EU and its Member States, together with sports federations, corporate
actors and civil society, to develop practices for their participation in such events. The events to be
addressed in this way should include the first European Games in Baku in 2015 and the FIFA World Cup in
Russia in 2018. Parliament also calls for the development of an EU policy framework on sports and human
rights, and for relevant commitments to be included in the forthcoming Action Plan on Human Rights.

Enhancing the European Parliament's action on human rights
The AFET report reiterates Parliament's commitment to the continued improvement of Parliament's own
procedures, processes and structures on human rights in order to ensure that human rights and democracy
are at the core of its actions and policies.
The report calls for better implementation of the Guidelines for the European Parliament's
Interparliamentary Delegations on promoting human rights and democracy. It encourages a review of the
guidelines – to be conducted by the Conference of Delegation Chairs, in cooperation with the Subcommittee
on Human Rights (DROI) – and recommends, in this context, a more systematic and transparent practice of
raising human rights issues, especially the individual cases referred to in Parliament's resolutions.
It, furthermore, encourages discussion on the inclusion of the various tools available to Parliament regarding
support for, and promotion of, human rights in a single strategy document, to be adopted by Parliament in
plenary. In particular, the report calls for the creation of a regularly updated website listing the human-rights
defenders mentioned in Parliament's 'urgency resolutions' and for the establishment of an internal
Parliament working group that would follow the cases of these listed defenders worldwide, encouraging
delegations travelling to third countries to meet them.
Last but not least, as stated in the EU Strategic Framework on Human Rights and Democracy, 'the EU must
work together'. The report recalls Parliament's unequivocal position institutionalising its presence at UN
General Assembly sessions, as expressed in its resolution of 7 February 2013 concerning the EU's priorities at
the UNHRC. It considers it indispensable to continue the practice of sending a European Parliament
delegation to relevant UN Human Rights Council and General Assembly sessions, and considers it regrettable
that this practice was interrupted in 2014.
To this end, the AFET report instructs the Parliament's President to forward the resolution adopted to the
Council, the Commission, the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, the EU Special Representative for Human Rights, the governments and
parliaments of the Member States, the UN Security Council, the UN Secretary-General, the President of the
69th UN General Assembly, the President of the UN Human Rights Council, the UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights and the Heads of EU Delegations.
For more information on the UN Human Rights Council, see our complementary 'At a glance' note.
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