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New framework for fisheries data collection
In March, the Parliament is due to vote at first reading on a proposal to update the framework for
gathering and managing fisheries data in the EU. The new rules are intended to align this framework
with the requirements of the reformed common fisheries policy (CFP), and to simplify the existing
system.

Background
The collection of fisheries data forms the basis for providing the scientific advice which supports the common
fisheries policy (CFP). Since 2000, the EU has established a framework for fisheries data collection by Member
States, subsequently reshaped in 2008 into a harmonised set of rules that came to be known as the data
collection framework (DCF). In the wake of the CFP reform, scientific advice together with the data that
underpins it have to be brought into line with the new requirements. In June 2015, the European Commission
therefore proceeded to recast the DCF regulation to align it with the reform, with several other modifications
aimed at simplifying the current system and reducing the administrative burden.

European Commission proposal
The Commission proposal for a regulation (recast) retains the key provisions of the current framework: the
establishment of an EU multi-annual programme, to be implemented by national programmes (now termed
'work plans'), the major commitments of the Member States on collection, storage, protection and provision
of data, the rights and obligations of end-users, and cooperation within and between Member States.
The proposal introduces significant changes to the collection process. Regionalisation at sea basin level would
be strengthened through the establishment of Regional Coordination Groups, dealing with regional topics
(mainly stock issues), while an EU Coordination Group is in charge of EU-wide issues (in particular socio-
economic data). In addition, methodology aspects (i.e. how the data are collected) would no longer be decided
at EU level, but at regional level instead. The range of the collected data would be expanded, to allow for
instance the assessment of the impact of fisheries on marine ecosystems, the effect of specific policy
measures, such as the landing obligation, and the environmental impact of aquaculture. Access to data would
be simplified, through a move from a burdensome data calls system initiated by the end-users, to a system of
data availability ensured by the data providers. The DCF provisions on financial support are also updated, as
since 2014, data collection activities are co-financed under the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF)
– the financial pillar of the reformed CFP.

European Parliament position
On 19 April 2016, the Committee on Fisheries (PECH) adopted its report on the proposal, as well as a decision
to open negotiations with the Council. Meanwhile, on 11 April 2016, the Council supported a compromise text
agreed by Coreper. After five trilogues, an interinstitutional agreement on the text was reached in
December 2016. The final text amends the proposal, in particular as regards the procedure for establishing
the EU multiannual programme and its content (where among others it refers to the need to cover data-
deficient fisheries), the functioning of the Regional Coordination Groups (introducing for example the
possibility of developing regional databases), and the procedure for making data available to end-users. The
Commission is required to submit an implementation report of the new DCF three years after its entry into
force. The agreed text will be submitted to the Parliament for approval in the March II plenary session.

First reading report: 2015/133(COD); Committee
responsible: PECH; Rapporteur: Marco Affronte
(Greens/EFA, Italy).
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