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EU leaders have often underlined India’s geopolitical weight and the country’s importance as a strategic partner.  
India is a pluralistic, multi-faith, multilingual and multi-ethnic country with a federal structure. With a population 
of close to 1.4 billion, it is by far the biggest democracy in the world. The EU and India have 60 years of bilateral 
diplomatic relations, and signed a cooperation agreement in 1994. The two partners then entered into a strategic  
partnership in 2004 and negotiations on a bilateral trade and investment agreement (BTIA) began in 2007. After 16 
rounds of formal talks, however, the negotiations stalled in 2013. In 2018, a new EU strategy on India was published, 
followed by a roadmap in 2020. In its recommendation of 29 April 2021, the European Parliament underlined the 
importance of respect and promotion of human rights in India. Parliament also called for more EU-India cooperation 
in digital, trade, security, climate and food policy. Following the EU-India leaders’ summit in May 2021, talks on an 
EU-India trade and an investment agreement resumed and a connectivity partnership was launched. In April 2022, 
the EU and India agreed to establish a Trade and Technology Council and trade negotiations were formally 
relaunched in June 2022. On 5 July 2022, the European Parliament adopted a resolution on future EU-India trade 
and investment cooperation. The G20 presidency will pass from Indonesia to India in 2023 – before Brazil in 2024 
and South Africa in 2025, in a series of four Global South G20 presidencies. 
 
Mapping threats to peace and democracy worldwide: Normandy Index 2022 
Study by Elena Lazarou and Branislav Stanicek, September 2022 – Chapter on India, p. 36 
India ranks 107th on the Normandy Index. It is considered more at risk than the average for southern Asia, except 
for on cybersecurity and democratic processes. India's relatively low ranking can be explained largely by 
unresolved territorial disputes with China and Pakistan, both of which are also nuclear-armed powers. 
 
India and food (in)security 
'At a glance' note by Bruno Bilquin, July 2022 
India, poised to become the world's most populous nation and third-largest economy, faces major food security 
risks. In response, the country has sought to formulate a food security policy that also addresses climate change and 
the impact of Russia's war on Ukraine, while supporting its aspirations to be a major player in a multipolar world. 

 
India's climate change policies: State of play ahead of COP27 
Briefing by Liselotte Jensen and Angelos Delivorias; Graphics: Ville Seppälä, October 2022 
In 2019, India accounted for 7 % of global GHG emissions; its per capita emissions level of 2.48 tonnes CO2 
equivalent (tCO2e) was well below the global average and only a third of the EU per capita level. 
 
India: Economic indicators and trade with EU 
Infographic by Giulio Sabbati and Igor Tkalec, Globalstat, EUI, April 2021 
 
EU-India: Cooperation on climate 
Briefing by Enrico D’Ambrogio, November 2020 
The EU and India are respectively the third and the fourth largest emitters of atmosphere-warming greenhouse 
gases. Meanwhile, India's per-capita emissions are much lower than those of other major economies. India is 
acutely affected by climate change and is strongly dependent on coal as a source of primary energy. 
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EU-India: Cooperation on digitalisation 
'At a glance' note by Enrico D’Ambrogio, October 2020 
'Human-centric digitalisation to develop inclusive economies and societies' is the main concept behind the digital 
transformation of both the EU and India. During their July 2020 summit, the two agreed to promote global 
digitalisation standards characterised by 'safe and ethical deployment'.  
 
EU-India: Trade prospects 
'At a glance' note by Enrico D’Ambrogio, October 2020 
At their summit in July 2020, the EU and India agreed to establish a regular high-level dialogue at ministerial 
level on bilateral trade and investment relations. 
 
Assessing the potential impact of an EU-India trade agreement – Cost of non-Europe report  
Study by Cecilia Navarra, June 2020 
The EU and India are major actors in the international arena and their discussions over a possible free trade 
agreement have been ongoing for several years. This study analyses the potential effects of an FTA between EU 
and India from a 'cost of non-Europe' perspective. A quantitative simulation of a potential FTA in goods and 
services indicated potential welfare gains from increased trade for both sides of between €8 and €8.5 billion. 
 
India's multilateral relations 
Briefing by Enrico D'Ambrogio; Graphics: Christian Dietrich, July 2015 
India, once a leader of the Non-aligned Movement, is now moving away from its nonalignment position. New 
Delhi now maintains relationships in different configurations with a variety of countries for different purposes 
(such as within the BRICS – Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa – formation). For instance, India increasingly 
engages in regional groupings, such as SAARC (South Asia Association for Regional Cooperation) and BIMSTEC 
(Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation). 

 
Further reading 
 
The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) 
'At a glance' note by Enrico D'Ambrogio, March 2015 
 
India: the biggest democracy in the world 
'At a glance' note by Enrico D'Ambrogio, October 2014 
 
More in the Graphics Warehouse 
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