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In view of the ongoing US Presidential elections, the July TTIP negotiations and the decision taken in the WG 31
to endorse the Commission adequacy decision on the Privacy Shield agreement, this topical digest presents some
of the major EPRS publications on US politics and EU-US relations.

Understanding US Presidential elections
Briefing by Carmen-Cristina Cîrlig, Micaela Del Monte, April 2016
In July 2016, the two major US parties will nominate their respective official candidate for the
58th US presidential election which takes place in November. The presidential campaigns have
evolved over time to an almost exclusively political party-dominated convention system, and
finally to the modern system of nominations based on primaries, introduced progressively to
increase democratic participation.

Role of the US Congress in trade agreements: The 'Fast-Track' procedure
In-depth analysis by Micaela Del Monte, Laura Puccio, March 2016
Since 1974 the United States Congress has enacted several Trade Promotion Authority (TPA) acts
to ensure speedy ratification of trade agreements in the United States, while maintaining a
congressional hold on the objectives to be pursued by US negotiators. The current (2015) Trade
Promotion Authority Act sets out the rules inter alia for the recently concluded Trans-Pacific
Partnership and the ongoing Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership negotiations.

USA: State of the Union 2016
At a glance by Elena Lazarou, January 2016
On 12 January 2016, President Obama delivered his seventh State of the Union Address before a
Congress dominated by Republicans since the 2014 mid-term elections. According to analysts,
the President aimed to shape his legacy and US politics rather than to push legislation, but his
optimism does not fully reflect the sentiment of the American public.

US: Economic indicators and trade with the EU
Infographic by Odile Maisse, Giulio Sabbati, Laura Bartolini, July 2016
Amid an intense public debate on Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) talks, this
Infographic provides you with essential data on trade between the world's 2 largest economies.

EU-US negotiations on TTIP: A survey of current issues
In-depth analysis by Laura Puccio, July 2016
Since the completion of the 13th round of negotiations on a Transatlantic Trade and Investment
Partnership (TTIP) in April 2016, the European Commission and the USA have been working to
achieve substantial progress before the next round takes place in July 2016. This in-depth
analysis examines progress to date and looks at the various issues that are still outstanding.

EU-US cooperation in Justice and Home Affairs – an overview
Briefing by Carmen-Cristina Cîrlig, April 2016
The United States is the key partner of the European Union in the area of justice and home
affairs (JHA), including in the fight against terrorism. While formal cooperation on JHA issues
between the US and the EU goes back to the 1995 New Transatlantic Agenda, it is since 2001 in
particular that cooperation has intensified. Today, the key areas of transatlantic efforts in the JHA
field are: personal data protection, counter-terrorism and countering violent extremism,
migration and border controls, tracing of firearms and explosives, money laundering and
terrorism financing, cybercrime, drugs and information exchange.

Topical Digest

US politics and Transatlantic Relations

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2016/580916/EPRS_BRI(2016)580916_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2016/577999/EPRS_IDA(2016)577999_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/573932/EPRS_ATA(2016)573932_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/583777/EPRS_ATA(2016)583777_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2016/586606/EPRS_IDA(2016)586606_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2016/580892/EPRS_BRI(2016)580892_EN.pdf


EPRS | European Parliamentary Research Service

Further reading

More in the Graphics Warehouse

Members' Hotline | Tel 88100 or 00 32 2 284 8100 | eprs@europarl.europa.eu
www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank (Internet) | www.epthinktank.eu (Blog)

www.eprs.ep.parl.union.eu (Intranet)

Agriculture in the European Union and United States
Infographic by  Christian Dietrich, Pieter Devuyst, July 2016

Transatlantic data flows
Plenary at a glance by Shara Monteleone, June 2016

Perspectives on transatlantic cooperation: Digital Economy
Briefing by Risto Nieminen, July 2016

Perspectives on transatlantic cooperation: Cybersecurity and cybercrime - Building more resilient
and prosperous transatlantic societies
Briefing by Patryk Pawlak, July 2016

TTIP: Access to consolidated texts and confidential documents
Briefing by Laura Puccio, July 2016

Appointment of US Supreme Court Justices
Briefing by Micaela Del Monte and Lucas Leblanc, May 2016

US Congress modifies Visa Waiver Program
At a glance by Micaela Del Monte and Lucas Leblanc, February 2016

US Congress: Speaker of the House
Briefing by Micaela Del Monte, October 2015

Investment rules in trade agreements: Developments and issues in light of the TTIP debate
In-depth analysis by Laura Puccio, September 2015

TTIP and regulation of financial markets : Regulatory autonomy versus fragmentation
In-depth analysis by Laura Puccio, March 2015

EU-US Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership: Detailed Appraisal of the Commission's
Impact Assessment
Study by  Jacques Pelkmans, Arjan Lejour, Lorna Schrefler, Federica Mustilli and Jacopo Timini (CEPS), April 2014
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