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Oceans are vital to life on our planet. They contain 80 % of all life forms, produce more than 50 % of the Earth's
oxygen and regulate the climate. However, human activities threaten the health of our oceans. Climate change is
leading to rising water temperatures, ocean acidification, increased flooding and loss of marine biodiversity. Other
man-made stressors, such as pollution and overfishing, further reduce the resilience of oceans. The common
fisheries policy, the marine strategy framework directive and the maritime spatial planning directive, as well as
specific legislation to address marine litter are important EU policies to protect our oceans and manage maritime
activities sustainably. New initiatives under the Green Deal also play an important role in relation to ocean
governance, such as the 2030 biodiversity strategy, the offshore renewable energy strategy, the ‘Fit for 55’ package
and the new guidelines on aquaculture. On the occasion of World Oceans Day on 8 June 2022, the following
publications of the European Parliamentary Research Service provide background information and analysis.

EU action on ocean governance and achieving SDG 14
Briefing by Frederik Scholaert, EPRS, June 2022
The United Nations 2030 Agenda and the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) set the global roadmap for
achieving sustainable development. It includes SDG 14 on 'life below water', which focuses on the sustainability
of the oceans, thereby recognising their essential role in life on our planet. To cope with the different
environmental pressures and to manage its waters sustainably, the EU has implemented a wide range of policies.
The EU is also a global actor in shaping ocean governance. This publication provides an overview of EU action on
ocean governance.
Offshore wind energy in Europe
Briefing by Alex Benjamin Wilson, EPRS, October 2020
Offshore wind is a highly promising renewable energy source that could make a major contribution to global and
European efforts to decarbonise the economy by 2050 and keep global warming to around 1.5°C above pre-
industrial levels, as set out in the Paris Climate Change Agreement. The European Commission expects the EU to
produce at least 240 gigawatts of global offshore wind power capacity by 2050, while international organisations
specialising in the energy field are even more optimistic about the prospects of this energy source.
Sustainable maritime fuels - 'Fit for 55' package: the FuelEU Maritime proposal
'EU legislation in progress' briefing by Marketa Pape, EPRS, April 2022
To make the European Green Deal a reality, EU transport has to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions by 90 % by
2050. For EU maritime shipping, the task is all the more challenging as technologies and fuels necessary for this
transition are not ready yet, but need further development, support and coordination with international action.
With the 'Fit for 55' package of proposals, the European Commission wants to regulate several aspects of the EU
maritime sector so as to direct shipping towards decarbonisation.
EU climate action in ocean governance and fisheries policy
Briefing by Frederik Scholaert, EPRS, April 2021
Marine resources are a vital and growing source of food for human consumption, while oceans also play an
important role in climate regulation. Scientific evidence shows that the climate system has changed rapidly in
recent decades, with the oceans greatly mitigating the effects of climate change by absorbing excess heat and
human-made carbon emissions. The speed of climate change leaves little room for adaptation, leading to both
decreases in biomass and geographical shifts in fish populations. This publication highlights the main
consequences, possible solutions and what the EU is doing in the field of ocean and fisheries policy.
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Further reading:
EU strategy for offshore renewable energy
'At a glance' note by Alex Wilson, EPRS, February 2022
European ports becoming 'fit for 55'
'At a glance' note by Karin Jacobs, EPRS, April 2022
Decarbonising maritime transport: The EU perspective
Briefing by Marketa Pape, EPRS, October 2020
The blue economy: Overview and EU policy framework
In-depth analysis by Frederik Scholaert, Vasileios Margaras, Marketa Pape and Alex Wilson, EPRS, January 2020
The EU's zero pollution ambition: Moving towards a non-toxic environment
Briefing by Vivienne Halleux, EPRS, May 2022
EU climate action policy: Responding to the global emergency
Study by Gregor Erbach et al., EPRS, March 2021
Illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing
Infographic by Irina Popescu, EPRS, May 2022
Revising the fisheries control system
'EU legislation in progress' briefing by Irina Popescu, EPRS, March 2021
Common Fisheries Policy: A timeline of key developments
'At a glance' note by Irina Popescu, EPRS, March 2022
WTO negotiations on fishery subsidies
Briefing by Frederik Scholaert, EPRS, December 2021
More in the Graphics Warehouse:

Change in the sea surface temperature (in℃, relative to the 1981-2010 reference period).

Source: European Environment Agency.

eprs@europarl.europa.eu | www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank (Internet) |
www.eprs.ep.parl.union.eu (Intranet)
You can access this Topical Digest online at the websites below,
or by scanning the QR code:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/EPRS/TD_World_Oceans_Day_2022.pdf
https://epthinktank.eu/topical-digests/


