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In addition to the challenges common to 
other EU regions, EU islands have to deal 
with their specific handicaps.  
However, there is no EU insular law or 
specific funds for islands, except for 
outermost regions. Moreover, the definition 
of island regions remains controversial. 
Nevertheless, EU islands can use the 
available EU funds to tackle sustainable 
development. 
Environmental sustainability on islands can 
be supported by the Structural and 
Cohesion Funds, the Life Programme, the 
Rural Development Fund or the European 
Fisheries Fund. 
The future of cohesion policy is still uncertain, 
with the European Commission refusing 
supplementary funds for islands, while island 
representatives continue to press for special 
treatment, with adapted instruments. 
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Issue definition 

Territorial cohesion became a new objective 
of the EU1 with the Treaty of Lisbon (Article 
174 TFEU). The Treaty states that particular 
attention must be given to regions which 
suffer from severe and permanent natural or 
demographic handicaps, such as islands.  

However, while the outermost regions, 
including several EU islands, are clearly 
defined and identified (Article 349 TFEU), 
doubts about the definition of islands, as 
regions which suffer from severe and 
permanent natural or demographic 
handicaps, continue to exist. 

In fact, the definition of an "island" is not as 
straightforward as it seems, since islands in 
the EU vary in land and population size, 
location and level of development (which 
relates to different objectives under the 
structural funds), different political and 
territorial organisation and different levels of 
autonomy. Some are "island states". 
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However, no matter the diversity of islands 
and regardless of the future of islands under 
the cohesion policy, an island always has a 
limited amount of land and natural 
resources, and is isolated from the rest of the 
world by water. Therefore it is important to 
implement a sustainable model of 
development, which takes account of their 
specific characteristics. 

The current cohesion policy (2007-13), does not 
have specific funds for island regions, but can be 
used to help overcome island handicaps and to 
favour sustainable development. Other potential 
EU sources of support for environment-related 
projects include LIFE, the European Agriculture 
Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) and the 
European Fisheries Fund (EFF). 
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Background  

The legal basis  
There is no EU insular law, nor regime or 
particular status for islands in European law. 

Article 174 TFEU, aimed at territorial 
cohesion, states that particular attention 
must be given to regions which suffer from 
severe and permanent natural or 
demographic handicaps, such as islands2. 

Furthermore, Article 349 TFEU includes 
provisions for the outermost regions (OR). 
Specific measures are needed to set out how 
the Treaties, including common policies, 
apply to those regions. These may concern 
areas such as customs and trade policies, 
fiscal policy, free zones, agriculture and 
fisheries, conditions for the supply of raw 
materials and essential consumer goods, 
state aid and conditions of access to 
structural funds. 

The special case of Outermost Regions  

These are clearly identified in the Treaties – 
the Azores, Madeira, the Canary Islands, 
Martinique, Guadeloupe, Réunion, French 
Guiana, Saint-Barthélemy and Saint-
Martin. They have special structural, social 
and economic handicaps which severely 
restrain their development: remoteness, 
insularity, small size, difficult topography and 
climate, and economic dependence on a few 
products. All are islands, with the exception 
of Guiana. All are at considerable distance 
from continental Europe. 

Other islands in the EU do not have the same 
opportunities as the OR for differentiated 
implementation of EU law. The only 
exception applies to the Trans-European 
Networks. In fact, Article 170 TFEU states that 
the EU shall take into consideration the need 
to link insular, landlocked or peripheral 
regions with the Union's central regions. 

As for secondary law, provisions for (non-OR) 
islands may only provide for limited 
derogations, whereas provisions for OR can be 
permanent. Examples of secondary law, in the 

field of agriculture, are the special programme 
for OR (POSEI Agriculture)3 and the Regulation 
establishing specific measures for the minor 
islands of the Aegean Sea. 

Definitions 
As regards the Structural and Cohesion Funds 
Article 52 of Regulation (EC) N° 1083/2006), 
islands are defined as: "Island Member States 
eligible under the cohesion fund, and other 
islands except those on which the capital of 
a Member State is situated or which have a 
fixed link to the mainland."  

So the UK and Ireland are not considered 
islands but Malta and Cyprus are. 

This definition is based on the following 
criteria: 

 Minimum surface area of 1 km2; 
 Minimum distance between the 

island and the mainland of 1 km; 
 Resident population ≥ 50 inhabitants; 
 No fixed link (bridge, tunnel, dyke) 

between the island and the mainland. 

"Island regions" have been defined by the 
Commission as regions in which a substantial 
part of their population lives on islands or a 
large fraction of their territory is islands.  

Island regions account for 53 NUTS 3 regions in 
the EU (56 including Martinique, Guadeloupe 
and Reunion) and for 3% of the EU population 
(almost 15 million people in 2006).  

These 53 island regions have different degrees 
of insularity, with some completely insular 4. 

Challenges facing EU island regions 

EU island regions today 
While they have lower GDP per capita (79% of 
the EU average in 2006) and higher 
unemployment (11.6% compared to the EU 
average of 7.5% in 2007), island regions have 
been, nevertheless, catching up with the rest of 
the EU. Between 2000 and 2007, the GDP per 
capita gap decreased by 3.3%. The 
unemployment rate fell by 7% between 2000 
and 2007, much faster than in the EU as a 
whole. 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2006:042:0001:0019:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2008:168:0001:0002:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2006:210:0025:0078:EN:PDF
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Diversity of EU island regions 
- High concentration of population on a few islands 
and a very large number of less populated islands;  
- Population from 50 to 5,000,000;  
- Surface form 1 km2 to over 25,000 km2 (Sicily); 
- Distance from the mainland from less than 1 km to 
1,450 km for the Azores.  
- In 2006, the richest island region was Aland with a 
GDP per capita corresponding to 147% of the EU-27 
average while part of Sardinia (Medio Campidano) 
had a level of 54% of the EU-27 average. 

The service sector is pivotal for the 
development of islands in the EU, especially 
tourism. However, its weight in economic 
activity may lead to over-reliance on one 
activity. Coupled with the relative scarcity of 
essential resources, (drinking water, energy, 
raw materials, living space and arable land) 
and ecological fragility, means the 
economies of island regions are relatively 
vulnerable. 

The economic growth capacity of islands is 
usually limited, due to the small size of local 
markets and the distance to larger mainland 
markets, especially for less populated islands. 

One of the best assets of an island is its 
environment. Island regions have an indicator of 
combined proximity to natural areas higher than 
the EU average (165% of the EU average, 
2001/2004)5 and air pollution is generally lower 
(with concentrations of particulate matter at 
around two-thirds the EU average)6. 

Facing future challenges  
Among European island regions, sustainable 
development is affected by a complex set of 
constraints. Aside from their insular nature, 
other constraints can be diverse. For 
instance, Malta must address the problem of 
a capital city with a high population density, 
while Corse-du-Sud faces challenges of a 
mountainous and rural economy. 

Some island regions also fall into other 
categories of regions which suffer from severe 
and permanent natural or demographic 
handicaps: 71% of NUTS 3 island regions are also 
border regions, 34% are mountainous, 2% are 
sparsely populated and 21% are outermost 

regions. This feature of multi-handicaps implies 
that simple, common solutions to promote 
sustainable development are unlikely to exist. 

The Commission's Regions 2020 report identifies 
EU regions' main challenges for the future. On 
energy, Cyprus is the most vulnerable island 
region7; on climate change, the North and South 
Aegean islands and the Balearic islands; on 
demographic change, the North Aegean Islands; 
and, finally, on globalisation, the Azores. 

Biodiversity 
Islands are special repositories of biodiversity8 due 
to the existence of many endemisms9. Many 
endangered species in the EU are island species.  

Island species are particularly vulnerable to 
habitat destruction, invasive alien species 
and climate change. Ecosystems are 
generally very small and fragile. 

The EU is committed to the protection of 
biodiversity, mainly through the creation of a 
vast network of nearly 26,000 protected 
areas covering all Member States, known as 
the Natura 2000 network10. 

The Life Programme, the EU financial tool for 
conserving biodiversity, is of special importance 
for the implementation of Natura 2000 and for 
the conservation of biodiversity on islands. 

Energy  
A sustainable island model implies that the 
energy used on the island should be as much as 
possible produced with the island's resources. 
This aim is complicated on islands with 
significant tourism. 

Adaptation to climate change  
Islands are particularly vulnerable to climate 
change, not only rising sea level but also the 
increased frequency of extreme-weather 
events. Some islands in the Mediterranean 
are also vulnerable to increasing droughts. In 
particular some parts of Corsica, Sardinia, 
Sicilia and the Greek islands already have 
major soil erosion problems, making them 
especially vulnerable to droughts.  

Water  
As with energy, a sustainable island model 
implies that the island should rely on its own 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docoffic/working/regions2020/pdf/regions2020_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/about/index.htm
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water resources, often very limited. Many 
islands already have a high water 
exploitation index11 (in 2008, 20.9% in Malta 
and 45.4% in Cyprus indicating, respectively, 
water stress and severe water stress). 
Emphasis should be put on saving and 
finding alternative sources (rain water for 
instance), together with the protection of 
existing water resources.  

The primary sector 
Agriculture and fisheries, often carried out at 
small-scale, are major economic activities in 
some islands. Their sustainable development 
may be hampered by globalisation and 
islands' intrinsic ecological fragility. 

Funding environmental sustainability 

The current cohesion policy (2007-13) does not 
have specific funding for islands, apart from 
special compensation for the outermost 
regions' additional costs. In these regions’ 
ERDF operational programmes, this 
compensation accounts for 21% of the EU 
contribution in Madeira, 7% in the Azores and 
60% in the Canary Islands. 

Although no specific funds for islands exist, 
environment-related projects on islands can 
still be done under the ERDF12, the Cohesion 
Fund, the EAFRD, the EFF, the Life 
Programme and the Intelligent Energy 
Initiative.  

Concerning the ERDF, Article 10 of Regulation 
(EC) N° 1080/2006 states that regional 
programmes shall address the specific 
difficulties of areas facing geographical and 
natural handicaps. It adds that the ERDF may in 
particular finance the promotion of the 
sustainable use of natural resources. 

Furthermore, Article 52 of Regulation (EC) N° 
1083/2006 stipulates that the contribution 
from the funds may be modulated for 
regional competitiveness and employment 
objective areas with a geographical or 
natural handicap. 

Structural Funds 2007-13: NUTS 2 
objectives 

- The Azores, Crete, Sicily, Malta, North Aegean 
Islands are in the convergence objective13; 
- The Canary Islands, Madeira, Cyprus, Sardinia and 
South Aegean Islands are phasing in to the regional 
competitiveness and employment objective14; 
- Aland, Corsica and the Balearic Islands are in the 
regional competitiveness and employment 
objective. 

Some islands are also part of the European 
Territorial Cooperation Objective (Regulation 
(EC) N° 1080/2006, chapter III) aiming at 
strengthening cross-border, transnational 
and inter-regional cooperation. Based on the 
Interreg initiative, it is also financed under 
the ERDF. 

For example, the 2007-13 Operational 
Programme for the Northern Periphery  
(including the Scottish islands), the Operational 
Programme Madeira - Azores - Canary Islands and 
the South-west Europe Operational Programme 
(including the Balearic islands) include measures 
for efficient and sustainable management and 
use of resources, for analysing the implications of 
climate change, for developing small-scale 
renewable energy solutions and for preventing 
risks and natural disasters. 

Biodiversity projects 
The LIFE programme, the EAFRD (axis 2) and 
the ERDF may be used for nature 
conservation projects on islands. 

An example is the Operational Programme for 
the Canary Islands. It includes operations such 
as the restoration of habitats, the construction 
of infrastructure for nature conservation and 
for raising public awareness, and the 
acquisition of land for the protection and 
regeneration of the environment. 

The ERDF programmes of Madeira, and the 
Balearic Islands also cover biodiversity 
projects. 

In the Azores, the Life programme funded the 
conservation of the last remaining habitat of a 
critically endangered bird, the Azores bullfinch. 
The success of this programme enabled the 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2006:210:0001:0011:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2006:210:0001:0011:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2006:210:0025:0078:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2006:210:0025:0078:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2006:210:0001:0011:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2006:210:0001:0011:EN:PDF
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/country/prordn/details_new.cfm?gv_PAY=IE&gv_reg=ALL&gv_PGM=1289&gv_defL=7&LAN=7
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/country/prordn/details_new.cfm?gv_PAY=IE&gv_reg=ALL&gv_PGM=1289&gv_defL=7&LAN=7
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/country/prordn/details_new.cfm?gv_PAY=ALL&gv_reg=ALL&gv_PGM=1255&LAN=7&gv_per=2&gv_defL=7
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/country/prordn/details_new.cfm?gv_PAY=ALL&gv_reg=ALL&gv_PGM=1255&LAN=7&gv_per=2&gv_defL=7
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/country/prordn/details_new.cfm?gv_PAY=UK&gv_reg=ALL&gv_PGM=1270&gv_defL=7&LAN=7
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/08/21&format=PDF&aged=1&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/08/21&format=PDF&aged=1&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/08/653&format=PDF&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/08/411&format=PDF&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://www.spea.pt/ms_priolo/en/index.php?op=home
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recent removal of the species from the critically 
endangered category. 

Energy projects 
In 2009, the Council adopted a Regulation15 
making energy efficiency improvements and 
renewable energy schemes eligible for 
support from the ERDF in all Member States. 
As part of the European Economic Recovery 
Plan, the Regulation provides easier access 
to grants co-financed by the ERDF.  

In the Canary Islands, the ERDF finances various 
renewable energy projects. In the Balearic 
Islands, the ERDF operational programme 
contributes to the installation of photovoltaic 
panels on public buildings. 

Examples of energy projects on islands include 
the Azores Green Island Project, an international 
partnership between MIT, the University of Porto 
and private-sector institutions seeking to make 
the islands a model of energy self-sufficiency. A 
plan for converting transportation to electric 
vehicles is being drafted as well as the 
development of a smart grid. 

The SOLCO project was implemented in the 
Canary Islands, Crete, Cyprus and Sicily. It 
concerned the removal of non-technological 
barriers to solar-cooling technology. 
Completed in February 2009, it was co-
financed by the Intelligent Energy - Europe 
(IEE) programme16.  

The RERINA project is the study and 
classification of European insular areas in 
relation to their potential to implement 
renewable energy sources. It has focused its 
activity on Cyprus, Crete and Sardinia. 

IsleNet, an initiative of the Islands Commission 
of the CPMR (Conference of Peripheral and 
Maritime Regions) is a network of European 
island authorities which promotes sustainable 
and efficient energy and environmental 
management. It actively promotes the 
adoption of local energy-saving strategies and 
renewable energy projects.  

Projects undertaken by IsleNet include the 
analysis of financial solutions for renewable 

energies, thermal-wind-solar power plants, 
and energy autonomy of tourist islands. 

Adaptation to climate change 
The EAFRD can finance the adaptation of 
agricultural crops to droughts. It can also 
finance the modernisation of farm holdings, 
for instance with better irrigation techniques 
(Annex II of Regulation (EC) N° 74/2009). 

Eligible measures include efficient irrigation 
methods, water stocking, water-saving 
production techniques, protection of natural 
water masses and the diffusion of 
information related to water management.  

The Rural Development Programme of the 
Balearic Islands, includes restoring forestry 
potential and introducing prevention actions. 
The programme of the Canary Islands also 
covers the same priorities. 

Moreover, the ERDF can finance regional and 
coastal development plans and the 
improvement of prevention and risk-
management systems, relevant for climate-
change adaptation in coastal areas. An 
example is the ERDF operational programme 
of the Azores. 

Climate-change adaptation projects can also 
be supported by transnational cooperation 
programmes (the Northern one in the case of 
Scottish islands and the Açores-Madeira-
Canarias Programme). 

Water-related projects 
The ERDF operational programme of Western 
Greece, Peloponnesus and Ionian islands, 
supports projects for rational use of water 
resources.  

The ERDF operational programme of the Canary 
Islands, supports the improvement of water 
infrastructure and water use, and the installation 
of seawater desalination facilities in factories, and 
modernising existing water distribution plants for 
farming activities. 

Rural Development projects 
In the Balearic Islands region, EAFRD follows 
the same approach as across the Union, 
funding farm modernisation, agro-
environmental measures and restoring forestry 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:126:0003:0004:EN:PDF
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/08/21&format=PDF&aged=1&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/08/411&format=PDF&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/08/411&format=PDF&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://www.mitportugal.org/event-news/mit-portugal-energy-faculty-promote-green-islands-project-at-azores-conference.html
http://www.solcoproject.net/?secid=1
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/intelligent/
http://www.rerina.net/
http://www.islenet.net/
http://www.islandscommission.org/en/
http://www.islandscommission.org/en/
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:030:0100:0111:FR:PDF
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/08/332&format=PDF&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/08/332&format=PDF&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/08/332&format=PDF&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/08/637&format=PDF&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/08/637&format=PDF&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/country/prordn/details_new.cfm?gv_PAY=IE&gv_reg=ALL&gv_PGM=1289&gv_defL=7&LAN=7
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/country/prordn/details_new.cfm?gv_PAY=ALL&gv_reg=ALL&gv_PGM=1255&LAN=7&gv_per=2&gv_defL=7
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/country/prordn/details_new.cfm?gv_PAY=ALL&gv_reg=ALL&gv_PGM=1255&LAN=7&gv_per=2&gv_defL=7
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/07/507&format=PDF&aged=1&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/07/507&format=PDF&aged=1&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/08/21&format=PDF&aged=1&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/08/21&format=PDF&aged=1&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/08/332&format=PDF&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en


 
Library Briefing Environmental sustainability of EU islands 

 

Author:  Tiago Freitas  100051REV2 

Contact: tiago.freitas@europarl.europa.eu  32987 Page 6 of 7 
 

potential, and the diversification of rural 
economies. 

The Rural Development Programme of the Aland 
region includes payments to farmers in areas with 
handicaps.  

Fisheries projects 
Priority Axis 4 of the EFF provides support for 
the sustainable development of fishing 
areas. In particular, it supports measures to 
promote economic diversification and 
improve quality of life in areas affected by a 
decline in fishing activities. Assistance is 
prioritised for areas with low population 
density, declining fishing or small fishing 
communities. 

It seeks to mobilise local actors from all 
sectors to work together in "FLAG groups" to 
design and implement integrated local 
development strategies. Denmark, Sweden, 
France and Estonia are examples of countries 
which have selected FLAGs on islands.  

In the European Parliament 

In March 2007, the EP adopted a Resolution 
on islands and natural and economic 
constraints in the context of regional policy.  

The EP pointed out the permanent handicaps 
which render the competitiveness of these 
regions more difficult. Furthermore, the EP 
called for a "special needs assessment" of 
island regions. 

According to the Resolution, priority should be 
given to the energy security of islands and to 
funding the production of energy using new 
technologies and renewable sources. The EP 
has also called for an integrated policy for 
sustainable island tourism. 

Recently, the intergroup on “mountains, islands 
and sparsely populated regions” (more 
commonly named Intergroup 174) was created 
in the EP, and its first meeting held on 24 
February 2010. It aims at providing a forum for 
debate on the new perspectives for specific 
territories brought by the Lisbon Treaty.  

Post-2013 developments 

For future cohesion policy after 2013, a European 
Commission working paper considers that it is difficult 
to use the category of "island" as a reference for setting 
up specific regional development programmes.   

It states that such an approach can be 
ineffective due to the range of different 
situations. Instead, it calls for a case by case 
approach.  

The geographical specificities of islands do not justify, 
according to the paper, the allocation of 
supplementary structural funds. The flexibility offered 
by cohesion policy can be used to support adapted 
and specific development strategies for these regions. 

The Island Commission of the CPMR (IC) considers that 
islands do need special treatment, as well as better 
assessment of their realities, with more specifically 
adapted instruments. 

The IC acknowledges that islands are very 
diverse but considers that this should not be 
used as an excuse to deny the existence of 
island constraints. These can hamper islands' 
efforts to exploit their assets sustainably.  

For the IC, islands are different because they 
operate in a different context (for instance 
the movement of people and goods) and 
such differences can turn into serious 
handicaps in the context of a competitive 
liberal economy. 

Further reading 

ESPON 2013 Programme: One of its targeted 
analyses is the Euroislands - The development of 
the islands (European islands and Cohesion 
Policy). 

Regions 2020: An Assessment of Future Challenges 
for EU Regions / European Commission staff working 
paper, November 2008.  

An Agenda for a Reformed Cohesion Policy: a 
place-based approach to meeting European Union 
challenges and expectations / independent report 
by Fabrizio Barca prepared at the request of Danuta 
Hübner, Commissioner for Regional Policy, April 
2009. 
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http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/07/601&format=PDF&aged=1&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/cms/farnet/
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/cms/farnet/category/content-categories/tools/country-information
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/cms/farnet/category/content-categories/tools/country-information
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&language=EN&reference=P6-TA-2007-0082
http://www.promonte-aem.net/european-institutions/intergroup-174/about-the-intergroup
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/work/2009_02_geographical.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/work/2009_02_geographical.pdf
http://www.islandscommission.org/en/
http://www.espon.eu/
http://www.espon.eu/main/Menu_Projects/Menu_TargetedAnalyses/EUROISLANDS.html
http://www.espon.eu/main/Menu_Projects/Menu_TargetedAnalyses/EUROISLANDS.html
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docoffic/working/regions2020/pdf/regions2020_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/policy/future/pdf/report_barca_v0306.pdf
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Endnotes 

                                                           

 
1 Article 175 TFEU provides that the formulation and implementation of the EU's policies and actions and the implementation of 

the internal market shall take into account the objectives of economic, social and territorial cohesion. 

2 It also includes "territorial cohesion" among the shared responsibilities of the Union and replaces the assent procedure with the 
ordinary legislative procedure for votes on the general rules of the Structural Funds. Votes on implementing measures 
applicable to the general rules are also now dealt with under the ordinary procedure.  

3 POSEI Agriculture is a special programme granting OR aids for supplying basic raw materials and for assisting local production. 

4 Meaning that 100% of the region's population lives on islands. In this case, the NUTS 3 region can correspond to one island, for 
example Bornholm in Denmark; the NUTS 3 region is part of a bigger island, such as in the case of Sicily and Sardinia; or the 
NUTS 3 region is an archipelago, for example the Greek archipelago regions, Aland and the Azores. 

5 This indicator is based on the proximity to bodies of water, Natura 2000 areas and natural areas as defined by Corine land 
cover, which includes green urban, leisure and sport facilities, forest, semi-natural areas and wetlands. It does not include 
agricultural areas. 

6 The particulate concentration is the population-weighted surface level concentration of PM10 particle matter. 

7 The report analyses all NUTS 2 regions in the EU. NUTS 2 island regions are Sardinia, Corsica, Sicily, Balearic Islands, Canary 
Islands, Azores, Madeira, North Aegean Islands, South Aegean Islands, Cyprus, Malta, Crete and Aland. 

8 Biological diversity - or biodiversity - is the variability among living organisms from all sources including, inter alia, terrestrial, 
marine and other aquatic ecosystems and the ecological complexes of which they are part; this includes diversity within 
species, between species and of ecosystems. 

9 An endemic species is a species unique to a particular geographic location. 

10 The legal basis of the Natura 2000 network is the Birds Directive of 1979 and the Habitats Directive of 1992. 

11 The Water Exploitation Index is the annual total water abstraction per year as a percentage of available long-term freshwater 
resources. It is a measure of water stress that occurs when the demand for water exceeds the available amount over a given 
period of time. 

12 Including investments connected with water supply and water and waste management; prevention, control and fight against 
desertification; rehabilitation of the physical environment, promotion of biodiversity and nature protection; stimulating energy 
efficiency and renewable energy production; and the protection and enhancement of the natural and cultural heritage. 

13 Regions where per capita GDP is below 75% of the EU average. 

14 Regions which fell under Objective 1 during the period 2000-2006, which no longer meet the regional eligibility criteria of the 
convergence objective and which consequently benefit from transitional support. 

15 Regulation (EC) N° 397/2009 amending Regulation (EC) N° 1080/2006. 

16 The IEE is a part of the Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme (CIP). With SMEs as its main target, the CIP 
supports innovation activities (including eco-innovation), provides better access to finance and delivers business support 
services in the regions. The CIP runs from 2007 to 2013 with an overall budget of €3,621 million. 
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