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Joint EU Resettlement Programme 
Following the recent upheaval in North Africa, 
migration has become a hot topic in the EU, with 
continued disagreement between some Member 
States (MS) and the Commission. The ongoing 
events have resulted in increasing numbers of 
people in need of international protection. 
Therefore the Council is being urged to postpone 
no longer the establishment of the joint EU 
resettlement programme, proposed by the 
Commission in 2009 and supported by the 
European Parliament and major stakeholders. 

Resettlement of refugees 

Resettlement means transferring refugees 
from a state where they have sought 
protection, but which cannot ensure it, to a 
third state. It provides a durable solution for 
sizeable groups of refugees. It is only used 
with respect to people who cannot return to 
their home country or be integrated locally. 
The recognition of their status as persons in 
need of international protection is a pre-
condition for resettlement. Resettlement is 
carried out by states on a voluntary basis. In 
most cases the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) acts as an intermediary. 
Compared to other industrialised countries, 
MS resettle a relatively small number of 
refugees. In 2008, of 65 596 resettled world-
wide, 4 378 (6.7 %) arrived in the EU. While 
ten MS regularly resettle refugees, some 
others have done so on an ad hoc basis. 
UNHCR estimates about 800 000 persons 
will need resettling globally in the coming 
years, including 172 300 persons in 2011. If 
the MS were to resettle the same proportion 
of refugees as in 2008, it would mean 
accepting around 11 540 people. 

Commission initiative 

The Commission argues that coordination of 
resettlement activities between individual 
MS is insufficient. Moreover, the European 
Refugee Fund (ERF) – which co-finances 
resettlement by MS – is too rigid to respond 
to changing needs, particularly with respect 
to geographical priorities. 

In September 2009, the Commission called 
on MS to establish a Joint EU Resettlement 
Programme, and proposed to amend the 
2007 ERF Decision in support of this. The 
initiative concerns only resettlement of 
refugees from outside the EU in a MS, and 
not transfers between MS. The aim is to 
increase the EU's humanitarian impact, to 
integrate resettlement into external 
relations policy, and to streamline actions of 
MS to make them more cost-effective. More 
MS would be encouraged to participate in 
resettlement, but it would remain voluntary. 
A permanent Resettlement Expert Group 
would be established, with representatives 
of all MS, as well as UNHCR, the International 
Organisation for Migration (IOM) and NGOs. 
This group would set common annual EU 
priorities on the basis of a UNHCR assess-
ment of resettlement needs. MS would 
receive €4 000 for each resettled person 
falling into one of the categories defined in 
these annual priorities. Practical cooperation 
would be coordinated by the European 
Asylum Support Office (EASO). 

Debate in the European Parliament 

Whereas Parliament supports the proposal, 
it has called for a more ambitious 
programme. In its resolution of 18 May 2010 
it argued that a permanent Resettlement 
Unit should be set up within EASO. It 
stressed that some predefined categories of 
vulnerable persons should remain so that 
MS could resettle such persons at short 
notice. It further argued that Parliament 
should be effectively involved in 
establishing annual EU priorities.  

Furthermore, Parliament considers the 
proposed financial support insufficient to 
establish a real EU resettlement programme. 
In particular, more substantial financial 
assistance should be given to MS wishing to 
start participating in the programme, to 
alleviate the initial burden involved. 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/funding/refugee/funding_refugee_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/funding/refugee/funding_refugee_en.htm
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52009DC0447:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52009DC0447:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2009:0456:FIN:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32007D0573:EN:NOT
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5831592


 Library Briefing 23/03/2011
 

Auteur: Piotr Bakowski  110154REV1 

 

Disclaimer and Copyright 

This briefing is a summary of published information and does not necessarily represent the views of the author or the 
European Parliament. The document is exclusively addressed to the Members and staff of the European Parliament for 
their parliamentary work. Links to information sources within this document may be inaccessible from locations outside 
the European Parliament network. Copyright © European Parliament, 2011. All rights reserved. 

Contact: piotr.bakowski@europarl.europa.eu  41141  

 


