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EU framework for national Roma integration strategies 
On 5 April, the Commission is due to present to 
the European Parliament a communication on an 
EU framework for national Roma integration 
strategies by 2020. 
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Roma in the EU 

With their population estimated at 10–12 
million, Roma are the EU's largest ethnic 
minority. Bulgaria, Slovakia and Romania 
have the highest percentage of Roma 
among their populations – respectively 
10.33%, 9.17% and 8.32%.  

Estimated size of Roma populations in EU MS 
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Source: Council of Europe, 2008. 

The situation of many Roma is characterised 
by social exclusion and limited access to 
employment, education, housing, health-
care and other services. 

EU policy 

In recent years, creating an EU framework 
for actions targeting Roma has become an 
increasingly important issue for the EU. The 
Hungarian Presidency sets improving their 
socio-economic integration as one of its 
goals, as well as emphasising that it is a joint 
responsibility of the EU and all MS. 

In its 2009 Conclusions on Inclusion of the 
Roma, the Council invited the Commission  
and MS to cooperate in this field. 

In April 2010, the Commission adopted a 
communication on social and economic 
integration of Roma, the first EU policy 
measure dedicated specifically to them. 

Relevant national policies are supported by 
EU funds, in particular the European Social 
Fund, the European Regional Development 
Fund and the European Agricultural Fund 
for Rural Development. In September 2010, 
the Commission established a Roma Task 
Force to assess MS' use of these funds.  

Moreover, the Commission promotes the 
exchange of information and best practices 
between MS in the European Roma 
Summits, every two years. These summits 
bring together EU institutions, national 
governments, regional and local public 
authorities and civil society. Meetings of the 
Integrated Platform on Roma Inclusion, 
serving a similar purpose, are organised by 
the Commission and the Presidency of the 
Council. 

European Parliament on Roma 

The issue of the Roma has also been high on 
Parliament's agenda in recent months. In 
September 2010, Parliament expressed its 
concern about controversial expulsions 
from France. The most recent resolution, of 
March 2011, concerned the EU strategy on 
Roma inclusion. The Parliament called for 
such a strategy to be a multilevel action plan 
under the responsibility of both EU 
institutions and MS. It called on the 
Commission to adopt priority areas for the 
strategy, including fundamental rights, 
education and employment and to define 
the objectives linked to these priority areas. 
It also invited the Commission to take the 
leading role in strategic coordination of 
related actions. However, the Commission 
has already made clear that it considers 
national governments to be primarily 
responsible for policies concerning the 
inclusion of Roma. 

 

http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/11/st06/st06348.en11.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/lsa/108377.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/lsa/108377.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/smartapi/cgi/sga_doc?smartapi!celexapi!prod!CELEXnumdoc&lg=EN&numdoc=52010DC0133&model=guichett
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/smartapi/cgi/sga_doc?smartapi!celexapi!prod!CELEXnumdoc&lg=EN&numdoc=52010DC0133&model=guichett
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=761&langId=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5869142
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5869142
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5884532
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