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First UN resolution on human rights, sexual orientation and 
gender identity 
In June 2011, for the first time ever, a United 
Nations (UN) body adopted a resolution on using 
international human right laws to combat 
violence and discrimination on the basis of 
sexual orientation and gender identity. 

Towards the resolution 
These issues had not been discussed at UN 
level until recently. In 2003, Brazil proposed a 
resolution on this topic. However, it was never 
adopted. 

In December 2008, the Netherlands and France 
made a statement (originally also intended to 
be a resolution) at the UN General Assembly, 
which was backed by the EU, and 67 states in 
total. The statement met with strong opposi-
tion from many UN member countries, which 
saw it as an attempt to legitimise same-sex civil 
marriage, and practices contrary to their 
cultural traditions. An opposing statement, 
backed by 57 UN members, was initiated by 
the Arab League. 

The Yogyakarta Principles 
Outside the UN system, a group of experts with 
strong links to the UN agreed on the 
Yogyakarta Principles at an international 
seminar held in Yogyakarta, Indonesia, in 
November 2006.  

The Principles seek to ensure that international 
human rights law is applied uniformly 
throughout the world, irrespective of sexual 
orientation and gender identity. They were 
presented at a 2007 UN Human Rights Council 
(HRC) session, but have not yet been endorsed 
by the HRC.  

The 29 principles are accompanied by 
recommendations to states, UN bodies and 
other actors. They are not, however, legally 
binding, and their status as "reflect[ing] the 
existing state of international human rights 
law" has been subject to controversy. 

A new version of the original Dutch and French 
statement, entitled "Ending acts of violence 

and related human rights violations based on 
sexual orientation and gender identity", was 
launched at the March 2011 HRC session. It 
was co-sponsored by 85 UN members 
including all EU Member States. 

Adopting the resolution 
The text of what became the first UN 
resolution on sexual orientation and gender 
identity was introduced by South Africa and 
co-sponsored by 42 countries including Brazil, 
all EU Member States and the United States. 

The resolution was adopted in the HRC by only 
four votes. China, Burkina Faso and Zambia 
abstained, while Russia voted against the 
resolution. It was the subject of a heated 
debate, held on the final day of the HRC 
session. 

The text 
The resolution affirms the universality of 
human rights and condemns acts of violence 
and discrimination committed against 
individuals because of their sexual orientation 
or gender identity.  

It requests the UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights to have a study undertaken. This 
should document existing discriminatory laws 
and practices around the world and examine 
how international human rights instruments 
could be used to end violence and human 
rights violations based on sexual orientation or 
gender identity. The study should be finalised 
by December 2011 and serve as the basis for a 
panel discussion during the 19th session of 
HRC, to be held in spring 2012. 

European Parliament's position 
The European Parliament has condemned the 
violation of human rights of LGBT people in 
the world on numerous occasions, including in 
a 2010 resolution on the 2009 Annual Report 
on Human Rights in the World and a 2011 
resolution on the killing of LGBT activist David 
Kato. However, it has not yet considered the 
June HRC resolution. 

http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/17/L.9/Rev.1
http://www.yogyakartaprinciples.org/
http://geneva.usmission.gov/2011/03/22/lgbtrights/
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/17/L.9/Rev.1
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5872042
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5898232

