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The Tymoshenko verdict and EU-Ukraine relations 

Ukraine has a strategic place in the European 
Neighbourhood Policy and in the Eastern 
Partnership. However, the recent sentencing of 
former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko risks 
undermining EU-Ukraine relations. 

EU-Ukraine Relations 
The European Union and Ukraine signed an 
ambitious Partnership and Cooperation 
Agreement (PCA) in 1998. They are considering 
further steps toward visa liberalisation and a 
far-reaching Association Agreement to 
succeed the PCA. A deep and comprehensive 
free trade agreement (FTA) was due to be 
completed by the end of 2011. These efforts 
are now in jeopardy due to the ruling against 
Yulia Tymoshenko. 

The Tymoshenko verdict  
Tymoshenko was sentenced to seven years in 
prison for signing, in 2009, a ten-year gas 
supply deal with Russia on terms seen as 
disadvantageous for Ukraine. The judge ruled 
that she had exceeded her powers. She must 
pay €142 million in compensation and may not 
stand in the next legislative and presidential 
elections.  

Notwithstanding international pressure, 
Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych stated 
that the charges are not politically motivated 
and he has no intention of influencing the 
process.  

The economic charges on which she was found 
guilty may soon be decriminalised by Ukraine's 
Parliament, but new charges have been 
brought against Tymoshenko, sending the 
message that she will not be released soon. 

Reactions and prospects 
Several actors expressed concern at the 
verdict. Russia sees the trial as an attempt by 
the Ukrainian government to lower the price of 
imported natural gas. Nonetheless, Yanukovich 
recently met with Russian President Dmitry 
Medvedev, giving the impression that Kyiv 
may shift towards Moscow in response to EU 
criticism. 

On the other hand, Ukraine would also benefit 
more from a FTA with the European Union 
than from joining the Russian-dominated 
Customs Union. Therefore Yanukovich is likely 
to continue pursuing contradictory policies, to 
obtain concessions from both the EU and 
Russia.   

In Brussels, the verdict was flagged as unfair 
and driven by political considerations. Several 
EU Foreign Ministers voiced discontent at the 
verdict and said that the sentence could 
endanger EU-Ukraine relations. EU High 
Representative Catherine Ashton stated she 
was disappointed by the verdict and urged the 
Ukrainian authorities to ensure a fair appeal 
process. She also warned that respect for 
democratic values will be a precondition for 
the EU to sign an Association Agreement. EP 
President Jerzy Buzek expressed doubts on the 
fairness of the trial and raised concerns over its 
politically motivated nature. Yanukovich was 
scheduled to meet Buzek and Commission 
President José Manuel Barroso but the 
meeting was postponed because of disquiet 
with judicial standards after the Tymoshenko 
trial. Despite this, technical negotiations on 
free trade have continued, with some success. 

The day the verdict came, Ukrainian Foreign 
Minister Kostyantyn Hryshchenko insisted, in a 
meeting with the EP's Foreign Affairs 
Committee, that Tymoshenko was "tried not 
for her political activity, but for violating the 
law". He pointed out that "we should all have 
courage and finalise the negotiations by the 
end of this year". However, several MEPs 
suggested suspending negotiations on an 
Association Agreement. On 9 June 2011, the EP 
had adopted a resolution calling on Ukraine to 
ensure the utmost transparency in 
investigations, and warned against any use of 
criminal law as a tool to achieve political ends. 

The EU is likely to have to use both sticks and 
carrots with Kyiv, in order to encourage 
democracy and judicial independence in 
Ukraine, while also pursuing geopolitical and 
commercial goals. 
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