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The future of the Intelligent Energy Europe programme 

The Intelligent Energy Europe (IEE) programme aims 
to assist and encourage energy consumers to take 
the steps required to achieve the EU's energy-policy 
priorities. By all accounts, the programme has been 
successful since its inception in 2003. Yet it is not 
clear whether the IEE will continue in its current form 
under the 2014-2020 Multi-annual Financial Frame-
work. Its functions may be rolled into a larger, more 
general funding instrument. 

Context 
Initiated in 2003, the IEE programme supports the 
EU's goals of increasing energy efficiency and the 
consumption of renewable energy, and reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions. It does so by helping 
to overcome non-technical barriers to the 
adoption of sustainable energy practices and 
technologies. Examples of such barriers include 
behavioural norms, investment difficulties, 
insufficient public information, and poor market 
integration. 

Scope of IEE2 
The programme is currently in its second phase 
(IEE2) which began in 2007 and runs until end-
2013. It includes the 27 Member States plus 
Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Croatia and the 
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.  

IEE2 fulfils four distinct functions, mostly 
administered by the Executive Agency for 
Competitiveness and Innovation (EACI) on behalf 
of the European Commission. The first and main 
role is to provide grants to private, public and 
non-government organisations to cover up to 
75% of the costs of energy-related projects within:  

 Energy efficiency and rational use of energy 

 New and renewable resources 

 Energy in transport 

 Integrated initiatives 

The second function is to develop online portals 
that promote and assist energy-wise decision-
making. The third launches 'special initiatives', 
such as competitions and events. The fourth and 
final component finances European Local Energy 
Assistance (ELENA), which provides technical 
assistance to public authorities undertaking 

investment projects in sustainable energy. ELENA 
is run not by EACI, but by financial institutions. 

Review 
In the first nine years of the IEE programme, more 
than 500 projects were undertaken, reaching over 
3 000 stakeholders. Most of these were small and 
medium-sized enterprises. The IEE website has 
received more than 2 million page hits annually, 
not counting those under the online portal 
component. Through ELENA, €20 million in EU 
contribution has led to €1.6 billion in investments.  

According to evaluations carried out for the 
Commission, although improvements could be 
made, overall IEE2 has proven an effective tool in 
furthering EU energy objectives. A 
recommendation was made that a potential 
successor to IEE2 could operate for seven years 
from 2014 to 2020. Lobby groups have also 
praised the programme.  

Current and planned funding 
For the period 2007 to 2013, IEE2 was funded at 
€730 million as part of the Competitiveness and 
Innovation Framework Programme (CIP). 
However, the Multi-annual Financial Framework 
(MFF) 2014-2020 proposed on 29 July 2011 makes 
no specific mention of a successor to IEE2. Instead, 
it launches Horizon 2020, the 2014-2020 
Framework Programme for Research and 
Innovation. Horizon 2020 would bring together 
the CIP, the Framework Programme for Research 
and Technical Development and the European 
Institute of Innovation and Technology. The 
consolidation of these three streams aims to make 
the funding system simpler and more cost-
efficient.  

Will there be a successor to IEE2? 
According to Commission proposals of 30 
November 2011, objectives of the current IEE will 
be included under Horizon 2020. However, it is 
not clear what form related activities will take and 
how they will be identified. In this respect, 
negotiations between the Commission, the 
Council and the Parliament will determine the 
place of energy actions in EU funding 
programmes in the coming MFF. 
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