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The renewal of a protocol setting fishing opportunities 
for EU vessels in Morocco’s waters and the 
corresponding level of funding for Morocco has 
proved controversial. 

Fisheries in Morocco 
Morocco has 3 500 km of coastline, of which 3 000 
km is on the Atlantic1. Around 60 species are fished 
in its waters (e.g. sardines, anchovy and octopus). 
Most of the resource is located south of the city of 
Agadir. In 2007, Moroccan waters produced one 
million tonnes of fish. Morocco has more than 40% 
of world exports of canned sardines. There are 
around 14 200 small vessels and 3 000 larger ones 
(of which 2 200 in the Atlantic). 14 of the 23 fishing 
harbours are located on the Atlantic coast. Vessels 
from the EU and Russia fish in Moroccan waters. 
Fisheries accounted for 1.9% of GDP in 2007, 
generating around 170 000 direct jobs. A strategy 
was adopted in 2009 ('Halieutis') for the 
development of its fisheries sector up to 2020.  

The Fisheries Partnership Agreement (FPA) 
FPAs are bilateral fishing agreements between the 
EU and a third country. The EU pays in exchange 
for fishing rights for EU vessels in that country's 
waters. Part of the funds is earmarked for the 
sustainable development of the fisheries sector in 
the third country. The principle is that EU vessels 
should have access only to 'surplus resources', i.e. 
fish that the third country cannot or does not want 
to fish. The FPA with Morocco is a 'mixed 
agreement', giving access to several fish species in 
waters falling under Morocco's sovereignty or 
jurisdiction. Long-distance vessels from 11 Member 
States are concerned. The EU paid €144 million 
(€36.1 million per year) in total between February 
2007 and February 2011, of which €54 million went 
to support Moroccan fisheries policy.  

The EU-Morocco FPA was concluded in 2006 
[Council Regulation No 764/2006], and entered 
into force in February 2007. A Protocol, attached to 
the FPA, determines the fishing opportunities for 

                                                           
1 Data from FAO (Fishery Country Profiles). According to 
the CIA, Morocco has 1 835 km of coastline and Western 
Sahara 1 100 km. 

EU vessels and the level of financial compensation 
paid to Morocco. The initial Protocol expired in 
February 2011.  
Figure 1: Fishing opportunities by Member State. 

 
Data source: COM(2011)310. 

The renewal of the Protocol for one year  
A new Protocol has been provisionally applied for 
the period 28 February 2011 - 27 February 2012, but 
still needs the EP's consent. This extends the expired 
protocol for one year. An additional provision states 
that Morocco should report on the economic and 
social impact of the FPA before the expiry of the new 
Protocol. In the Council, some Member States 
voiced concerns about the 'potential poor economic 
performance' of the initial Protocol. They also 
questioned the benefits of the FPA for the 
population of Western Sahara (a 'non-self-governing 
territory' over which Morocco has claimed 
sovereignty).  A confidential evaluation of the FPA, 
carried out for the European Commission, raised 
several economic and environmental problems, 
according to leaks to the press. 

In the European Parliament  
In September 2009, a resolution requesting an 
opinion from the Court of Justice of the EU on the 
compatibility with the Treaties of the Protocol was 
rejected by 302 votes to 221 (30 abstentions). 

In November 2011, the Committee on Fisheries 
recommended that the EP should give its consent 
to the conclusion of the Protocol (by 12 votes to 8). 
The rapporteur (Carl Haglund, ALDE, FI) had 
recommended that the EP should not give its 
consent, as did the two Committees for opinion 
(BUDG, rapporteur François Alfonsi, Greens/EFA,, FR 
and DEVE, rapporteur Isabella Lövin, Greens/EFA, SE) 
[2011/139(NLE)]. 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32006R0764:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52011PC0310:EN:NOT
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/11/st12/st12567.en11.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?type=PROC&year=2011&number=2826
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?type=PROC&year=2011&number=2826
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?type=PROC&year=2011&number=2826
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&reference=A7-2011-0394&format=PDF&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&reference=A7-2011-0394&format=PDF&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?type=PROC&year=2011&number=0139
http://www.fao.org/fishery/countrysector/FI-CP_MA/fr
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html

