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Future of the Single Market Act 
The European Commission's aspiration to re-
launch the single market has been endorsed by 
EU leaders in search of policies to both impose 
austerity and spur growth. However, 
implementation of single market legislation 
within the Member States (MS) continues to face 
hurdles. 

Commission initiative 
In April 2011, the European Commission 
published the Single Market Act, proposing 12 
measures aimed at boosting growth and 
creating jobs. The Commission's ambition was 
for the measures to be adopted by the 
European Parliament and Council by the end 
of 2012, the 20th anniversary of the 1992 
programme for the Single Market. In February 
2012, the Commission noted "mixed" progress 
and called for "sustained efforts" to meet the 
deadline. 

According to the Commission, the Act will 
boost confidence in the single market and 
address some of the remaining obstacles to 
the free circulation of goods, services, capital 
and people in the EU. Its proposals focus on:  

 Access to venture capital for small business 
 Recognition of professional qualifications 
 Unitary patent protection and litigation system 
 Alternative and online dispute resolution  
 Service standardisation, including 

implementation of the Services Directive 
 Trans-European infrastructure for energy, 

transport and communication 
 Digital single market: e-identification 
 Social entrepreneurship funds 
 Energy taxation for the environment 
 Rights of workers posted abroad 
 Simpler accounting standards, especially for 

small businesses 
 Revised public procurement rules. 

The Single Market Act reflects the findings of a 
2010 report by Mario Monti on "A New 
Strategy for the Single Market", and a 
subsequent Commission Communication 
"Towards a Single Market Act", which put up 
for public debate 50 potential policy measures. 

The Commission's 2011 internal market 
scoreboard noted that most MS had reduced 
their transposition backlogs but the average 
transposition deficit failed to meet the 1% 
target, with significant variation across MS. A 
September 2011 Eurobarometer survey 
highlighted 20 problems faced by citizens and 
businesses in exercising their EU rights.  

The Commission plans to make a second wave 
of policy proposals for the single market in 
September 2012. 

Reactions 
The European Council agreed to make every 
effort to fast-track approval of the 12 proposals 
by the end of 2012, giving priority to those 
which can bring the most benefits to growth 
and jobs. On 24 May 2012, European Council 
President Herman Van Rompuy argued in 
favour of the Single Market Act and other 
structural reforms, saying that reducing debt 
and spurring growth were not mutually 
exclusive but complementary. The European 
Economic and Social Committee also called for 
the completion of the single market to be 
prioritised as an anti-crisis measure.  

However, agreement has proved elusive on 
some parts of the Single Market Act such as the 
scope of alternative and online dispute 
resolution, the right to strike of workers posted 
abroad, and the location of a new patent court. 
MS have also resisted stricter targets proposed 
by the Commission for the transposition and 
application of single market legislation. The 
Commission has indicated that it is prepared to 
use faster procedures under the Lisbon Treaty 
to act against MS that apply EU legislation 
slowly or incorrectly. 

European Parliament 
In a resolution of 22 May 2012, the EP called on 
MS to publish detailed tables setting out how 
internal market directives are applied in 
national regulations. MEPs also supported the 
Commission's call to reduce the target deficit 
for transposition and compliance in national 
legislation from 1% to 0.5%. 
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