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SUMMARY Classical swine fever (CSF) and 
African swine fever (ASF) are two highly 
transmissible viral diseases affecting domestic 
pigs and wild boar, with major economic 
consequences on pig farming and on pig-
product markets. These diseases are not 
transmissible to humans. 
At global level, trans-border animal diseases 
fall under the remit of the World Animal 
Health Organisation. In the EU, measures to 
control and eradicate CSF or ASF are governed 
under the general animal health policy rules 
and under disease-specific Directives. 
For CSF, the EU situation has largely improved 
and only a few sporadic outbreaks have been 
reported in recent years. ASF however is on the 
rise since 2011 in Sardinia (Italy). 
All pigs in a farm infected by CSF or by ASF 
must be killed and destroyed. Special 
veterinary surveillance in surrounding zones, 
restrictions on movements and a ban on trade 
in swine products are additional measures 
required to prevent spread of the virus. Vaccine 
use is prohibited, but vaccination can be 
authorised exceptionally by the European 
Commission. 
The EU also provides financial assistance to 
Member States in their efforts to control, 
monitor and eradicate these diseases. 
A proposal for a new framework regulation on 
animal health should be tabled by the 
Commission in 2013. 

 

In this briefing: 

 Background 

 CSF and ASF: main features 

 EU policy 

 EU Financial assistance 

 European Parliament 

Background 

The occurrence of a contagious disease with 
severe health impacts on farm animals can 
lead to significant economic losses for the 
farmer. When highly transmissible, the 
spread of such disease can have major 
disruptive effects on the economy of the 
whole animal-farming sector concerned and 
on the market chain of its derived products. 
This is even more serious for a disease 
contagious to several groups of farm species 
(such as foot and mouth disease, which can 
notably affect swine, bovine and small 
ruminants). Some disease agents (some 
forms of avian influenza, for example) are 
also transmissible under natural conditions 
from animals to humans. The spread of such 
diseases, called zoonoses can have 
significant impact on public health. This 
requires public authorities ensuring proper 
surveillance and control of certain 
transmissible diseases in animals. 

Classical swine fever (CSF) and African swine 
fever (ASF) are two examples of major 
contagious diseases in pigs of significant 
concern to the international community and 
to the EU. The pig sector is one of the most 
economically significant EU animal-farming 
sectors. According to Eurostat data, it 
accounts for over 9% of total EU agricultural 
output. In 2011, EU pig-meat production 
was valued at over €31 billion. It generated 
some €4.6 billion of exports. Eight Member 
States (MS) accounted for more than 80% of 
total EU pig-meat production which 
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http://www.who.int/influenza/human_animal_interface/en/
http://www.who.int/topics/zoonoses/en/
http://www.pigprogress.net/Pork-Processing/Markets/2012/1/EU-in-2011-Pork-exports-up-imports-down-PP008277W/
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/tgm/table.do?tab=table&init=1&language=en&pcode=tag00042&plugin=1
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amounted in 2011 to over 22 million tonnes 
(by decreasing importance: Germany, Spain, 
France, Poland, Denmark, Italy, the 
Netherlands, Belgium). 

CSF and ASF: main features 

The diseases 
CSF and ASF are highly 
contagious diseases in 
pigs.  

The two viruses causing 
CSF and ASF represent no 
risk to human health, 
however. 

Though the ASF and CSF 
viruses are very different, 
the two diseases are very 
similar from an 
epidemiological1 and 
clinical point of view. In 
domestic swine, mortality 
rates can be as high as 
100%, but some low 
virulence strains may 
cause few signs of disease 
(fever, loss of appetite, 
bleedings under the skin 
or in internal organs...) and 
few deaths. The two 
diseases can only be 
distinguished through 
laboratory tests of 
samples. 

Host species 
All different swine species, 
domestic and wild, are 
susceptible to CSF. They 
are the only reservoir of the CSF virus. 

Domestic pigs, European wild boar and 
American wild pigs develop clinical signs of 
the ASF disease. The ASF virus shows 
however no apparent infection in different 
African wild swine species, which act as 
natural reservoir in Africa. The ASF virus is 
not only found in swine. It multiplies also in 
some tick species (Ornithodoros). The virus 

can therefore circulate among swine, among 
ticks and between swine and ticks. 

Transmission and sources of the viruses 
CSF and ASF viruses are present in all 
secretions (e.g. saliva), excretions (urine, 
faeces), tissues (including meat and blood), 

semen of sick or dead 
swine, and also of 
persistently infected 
animals (asymptomatic 
virus carriers, including 
pigs which may have 
recovered from the 
disease). The viruses can 
survive for several days, 
(up to several weeks) in 
the external environ-
ment. They may remain 
virulent for several 
months in refrigerated 
meat, and can survive 
for several years in 
frozen meat. 

Transmission takes place 
by direct contact 
between animals (by 
oral and nasal routes 
mainly, but also through 
injured skin) and by 
genital and maternal 
routes. The diseases can 
also spread by indirect 
contact, e.g. through 
premises, vehicles, 
clothes, farm imple-
ments. The CSF or ASF 
viruses can therefore be 
introduced into a pig 

holding by animal trade, by food garbage 
containing infected meat and fed to the pigs 
(swill feeding), or by persons moving 
between farms. Some farming practices (e.g. 
external enclosures, free-range foraging for 
food) lead to possible cross-contamination 
through direct or indirect contact between 
farmed and wild swine. Swine may also get 
infected by the ASF virus through 
contaminated ticks (tick-borne disease). 

International context 

Highly transmissible diseases do not 
recognise frontiers, and there is global 
recognition of the need to address 
transboundary animal diseases through 
joint efforts. 

ASF and CSF are two swine diseases 
listed as of global importance by the 
World Organisation for Animal Health. 
Known as the OIE (formerly "Office 
International des Epizooties"), it is the 
main intergovernmental body respons-
ible for improving animal health world–
wide. All EU Member States are OIE 
members and the EU has formal observer 
status. Common EU positions are taken 
on issues discussed in the OIE. The OIE 
General Assembly approves international 
standards or recommendations for both 
terrestrial and aquatic animals. Gathering 
international scientific expertise, the OIE 
is also able to provide support to its 
member countries. 

The OIE acts in association with other 
institutions, collaborating notably with 
the UN Food and Agriculture 
Organisation and with the World Health 
Organisation. The OIE is also the 
reference organisation for the World 
Trade Organisation for standards relating 
to animal health and zoonoses and 
international trade. 

http://www.oie.int/fileadmin/Home/eng/Animal_Health_in_the_World/docs/pdf/CLASSICAL_SWINE_FEVER_FINAL.pdf
http://www.oie.int/fileadmin/Home/eng/Animal_Health_in_the_World/docs/pdf/AFRICAN_SWINE_FEVER_FINAL.pdf
http://www.merckvetmanual.com/mvm/index.jsp?cfile=htm/bc/53400.htm
http://www.merckvetmanual.com/mvm/index.jsp?cfile=htm/bc/53300.htm
http://www.oie.int/fileadmin/Home/eng/About_us/docs/pdf/GF-TADs_approved_version24May2004.pdf
http://www.oie.int/animal-health-in-the-world/oie-listed-diseases-2013/
http://www.oie.int/about-us/
http://ec.europa.eu/food/international/organisations/oie_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/food/international/organisations/EU_comments_position_papers_en.htm
http://www.oie.int/international-standard-setting/terrestrial-code/
http://www.oie.int/international-standard-setting/aquatic-code/
http://www.who.int/foodsafety/zoonoses/final_concept_note_Hanoi.pdf
http://www.fao.org/ag/againfo/programmes/en/empres/diseases.asp
http://www.fao.org/ag/againfo/programmes/en/empres/diseases.asp
http://www.who.int/zoonoses/en/
http://www.who.int/zoonoses/en/
http://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/coher_e/wto_oie_e.htm
http://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/coher_e/wto_oie_e.htm
http://cdn.intechopen.com/pdfs/38485/InTech-Transboundary_animal_diseases_and_international_trade.pdf
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Occurrence 
CSF is found in countries on several 
continents (Asia, Africa, Central and South 
America). Europe was faced with large 
outbreaks of the disease in the 1990s 
(notably in 1997 in the Netherlands where 
millions of pigs had to be killed and 
destroyed). In last years, sporadic cases have 
continued to be reported in some MS (with 
numerous cases in wild boar in 2008-2009 
(see box). 

ASF is present in a number of sub-Saharan 
African countries. The EU is free of the 
disease, except in Sardinia (Italy) where a 
recrudescence of ASF cases has been noted 
since 2011. ASF was also introduced from 
Africa to Georgia in 2007, and the disease 
has since spread into the Caucasus (notably 
in Armenia, Russia, Azerbaijan and Ukraine). 

Treatment or vaccines 
There is not treatment for CSF. Vaccines 
have been developed but their use is 
generally prohibited (see next section). 
There is no treatment or vaccine for ASF 
either. 

EU policy 

Measures against a trans-border animal 
disease are intrinsically linked to its 
epidemiological features. Decisions on the 
most appropriate measures also depend on 
the overall health status of livestock in a 
given area, their cost and their practical 
feasibility. 

General principles  
CSF and ASF are notifiable diseases 
according to Council Directive 82/894/EEC: 
MS must inform the Commission of each 
outbreak via the EU Animal Disease 
Notification System. 

Measures to control CSF and ASF in the EU 
follow the principles of the EU Animal 
Health Policy and its motto according to 
which "Prevention is better than cure". 

In areas free of a listed highly 
transmissible disease, priority 
is given to avoiding its 
possible introduction. 
Harmonised preventive 
animal-health measures apply 
to intra-community trade and 
placing on the market, as well 
as on imports of any animal or 
product susceptible of 
carrying live disease agents, 
particularly originating from 
areas in which the disease is 
found. Such control measures 

concern live animals, products of animal 
origin such as meat products, as well as 
animal by-products not intended for human 
consumption. As an example, building 
notably on the CSF experience, EU rules on 
animal by-products prohibit the feeding of 
farmed animals with catering waste and 
derived material (Regulation No 1069/2009). 

In case of sudden disease outbreak, 
measures are foreseen to control, eradicate 
and monitor the situation, to ensure fast 
protection of neighbouring pig farms and to 
avoid the disease spreading further. Rapid 
reaction in case of suspicion requires 
informed farmers, trained animal health 
professionals, and rapid and close 
cooperation among competent authorities. 
The aim is to limit impacts on animal health 
and welfare, in order to retrieve as fast as 
possible "disease free" status so limiting 
economic consequences from restrictions, 
notably on trade, associated with the 
disease. 

ASF and CSF outbreaks in EU MS over the past five years 

Outbreaks / 
year 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

ASF in farmed 
pigs 

6 : Italy 3 : Italy 9: Italy 31 : Italy 74 : Italy 

ASF in wild 
boar 2 : Italy 1 : Italy 1 : Italy 3 : Italy 17 : Italy 

CSF in farmed 
pigs 

1 : Bulgaria 
3 : Slovakia 1: Lithuania / 5 : Lithuania 3 : Latvia

CSF in wild 
boar 

163 : Hungary 
4 : Slovakia 
 [1 : Croatia] 

6 : Bulgaria 
55 : Germany 
23 : Hungary 

/ / 1 : Latvia

Source: Animals Disease Notification System, European Commission

http://www.oie.int/fileadmin/Home/eng/Media_Center/docs/pdf/Disease_cards/CSF-EN.pdf
http://www.pigprogress.net/PageFiles/27426/001_boerderij-download-PP5529D01.pdf
http://www.oie.int/fileadmin/Home/eng/Media_Center/docs/pdf/Disease_cards/ASF-EN.pdf
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/011/aj214e/aj214e00.pdf
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/154778/icode/
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:31982L0894:EN:NOT
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/diseases/adns/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/diseases/adns/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/diseases/strategy/whatis/
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/diseases/strategy/whatis/
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/diseases/strategy/whatis/intra_community_trade_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/diseases/strategy/whatis/preventive_measures_imports_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-02-1595_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/biosafety/animalbyproducts/index_en.htm
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32009R1069:EN:NOT
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/diseases/strategy/whatis/animal_disease_control_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/diseases/strategy/whatis/animal_disease_control_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/diseases/adns/table_11_2008.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/diseases/adns/table_11_2009.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/diseases/adns/table_11_2010.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/diseases/adns/table_11_2011.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/diseases/adns/table_11_2012.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/diseases/adns/previous_table_11_en.htm
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Traceability is also of crucial importance for 
the control of highly contagious diseases. 
The identification and registration of pig 
holdings is governed by Directive 
2008/71/EC. Swine must be marked with an 
ear-tag or tattoo and a register shall be 
maintained on each holding (farm, market, 
etc). A national computerised database on 
pig holdings has to be kept updated with 
some minimum harmonised information. A 
derogation can however be granted to MS 
regarding the registration of holdings 
containing not more than one pig. 

CSF and ASF specific instruments 
Beyond general animal-health measures, 
specific control provisions apply for some 
diseases of major economic importance, 
particularly CSF and ASF. The basics are 
established by the Council in the CFS 
Directive (2001/89/EC) and the ASF Directive 
(2002/60/EC). 

Additional specific Commission measures 
have been laid down as regards laboratory 
diagnosis of CSF and ASF, based on 
technical assistance from the EU Reference 
Laboratories (in Hanover for CSF and Madrid 
for ASF). Based on a scientific opinion from 
the European Food Safety Authority, and 
after discussion in the EU Standing 
Committee on the Food Chain and Animal 
Health (SCFCAH), the Commission services 
also issued guidelines on control and 
eradication of CSF in wild boar. 

Both CSF and ASF Directives require 
Member States to draw up contingency plans 
in the event of an outbreak. These plans need 
to be approved by the Commission and 
based on common approaches. 

A suspected case of disease has to be 
notified immediately. The holding must be 
placed under official surveillance and some 
immediate preventive measures have to be 
taken (e.g. restriction of movements of pigs 
in or out of the farm, disinfection 
procedures). An epidemiological enquiry 
should start, notably to identify the possible 
sources of the contamination and the risks 

of the virus having already spread outside 
the holding. 

If the disease is confirmed by laboratory 
tests, the following measures have to be 
applied: 
 In the holding: immediate killing of all 

pigs (culling), destruction of their bodies 
and all swine products, decontamination 
of the holding. 

 Around the outbreak site: establishment 
of a protection zone and a surveillance 
zone, with respective radii of at least 3 
and 10 km, with special veterinary 
surveillance, prohibition of movements 
and transport of swine, restrictions on 
production and trade of swine products 
and other quarantine measures. 

 Subsequent official controls and 
monitoring are required before any 
possible lifting of the restrictions. 

In case of an outbreak in wild swine, 
measures can include the establishment of 
infected and surveillance zones, with 
restrictions on hunting and use of wild 
swine products, and virus testing on dead or 
hunted wild swine, accompanied by 
reinforced veterinary surveillance of pig 
holdings and additional protection for 
outdoor pig farming (e.g. double fencing). 

The SCFCAH must be kept informed. If 
necessary, additional measures can be taken 
by the Commission (for example in 
November 2008 regarding CSF in several 
Member States, with regular reviews since). 

Vaccination 
No efficient vaccine against ASF exists yet, 
though some researchers consider that 
development prospects are good. In 
contrast, several vaccines have been 
developed against CSF. Marker vaccines, 
which allow vaccinated animals to be 
differentiated from infected animals 
through laboratory (blood) testing, have 
also been developed in the last decade (see 
box). Such a CSF marker vaccine has an EU 
marketing authorisation2. The EU also 
continues to promote research in this area. 

http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/diseases/strategy/whatis/traceability_en.htm
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32008L0071:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32008L0071:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32000D0678:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:02006D0080-20061207:EN:NOT
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/diseases/controlmeasures/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/diseases/controlmeasures/csf_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/diseases/controlmeasures/asf_en.htm
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32001L0089:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32001L0089:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32002L0060:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32002L0060:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32002D0106:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32002D0106:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32003D0422:EN:NOT
http://viro08.tiho-hannover.de/eg/index.html
http://asf-referencelab.info/asf/en/
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/scdocs/doc/932.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/food/committees/regulatory/scfcah/animal_health/sum_0102062010_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/food/committees/regulatory/scfcah/animal_health/sum_0102062010_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/food/committees/regulatory/scfcah/animal_health/sum_0102062010_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/diseases/controlmeasures/docs/sanco_7032_2010_en.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32008D0855:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CONSLEG:2008D0855:20121115:EN:HTML
http://www.slideshare.net/ILRI/current-approaches-for-african-swine-fever-virus-vaccine-development
http://www.ema.europa.eu/docs/en_GB/document_library/EPAR_-_Procedural_steps_taken_and_scientific_information_after_authorisation/veterinary/000046/WC500061842.pdf
http://www.csfvaccine.org/
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However, independently of the availability 
or not of a vaccine, both the CSF and ASF 
Directives prohibit any vaccination against 
the diseases. By derogation, limited 
emergency vaccination can be authorised 
by the Commission and EU stocks of CSF 
vaccines have been purchased in case of 
emergency need. Vaccination against CSF 
has been authorised on several occasions, 
for example in Romania in 2006, and in 
Germany in 2010. Vaccination of wild boar 
(using oral vaccine baits) has proven a useful 
measure in controlling CSF in the wild, as 
illustrated for example in presentations from 
Germany and France to SCFCAH in 2012. 

Increased risks for ASF in Europe 

ASF persisted for several decades in 
Portugal and Spain, until the mid-1990s. Its 
eradication required major and long-term 
efforts. Localised outbreaks took place in 
France in1974, in Belgium in 1985, and in 
the Netherlands in 1986, all probably linked 
to swill feeding. A sporadic outbreak re-
emerged in 1999 in Portugal, where 
transmission by ticks was suspected. In all 
cases, the disease was eradicated thanks to 
drastic restrictions and pig culling measures. 

Today, all EU Member Sates are free of ASF 
with the exception of Italy. ASF persists in 
Sardinia since 1982 where national 
authorities face difficulties in controlling the 
disease. The European Commission and the 
EU Standing Committee (SCFCAH) are 
regularly informed on the ASF situation by 
the Italian authorities. 

Though kept limited to the island, increasing 
cases of ASF in Sardinia raise the risk of the 
disease spreading to other areas. This led 
the Commission in December 2011 to 
extend, to the whole island, the ban on 
dispatch of pig-meat out of Sardinia (from 
2005 to 2011, this ban had applied to some 
parts of Sardinia only). 

In the SCFCAH meeting of 7 May 2012 the 
Commission representative considered the 
situation worrying. He recalled that the 
whole island should be considered at risk 
and that the Italian eradication measures 
needed to be properly reviewed. Since the 
last report by Italian authorities to SCFCAH 
in December 2012, new ASF outbreaks have 
been notified in Sardinia in 2013. 

The spread of ASF in Russia also led the EU 
to take, in February 2011, specific measures 
to prevent introduction of the virus from 
there. The threat of ASF spreading in eastern 
Europe also calls for urgent international 
cooperation, such as in a recent FAO 
technical meeting in December 2012. 

Pros and cons of vaccination 

Large vaccination programmes can be useful 
tools to limit the spread of a highly 
contagious virus in a population and to 
reduce the frequency of the disease, limiting 
thereby economic losses and negative 
impacts on animal health and welfare. These 
disease costs are to be balanced with the 
direct costs of vaccination and the associated 
economic consequences of a trade ban in 
pigs and pig products towards countries free 
of the disease. 

In an area free of disease, vaccination may 
hinder early detection of a sudden 
introduction of the virus, as most animals 
would not show signs of disease. With 
classical vaccines, it is usually not possible to 
distinguish between animals which have 
been vaccinated from animals which have 
been in natural contact with the virus. If 
some vaccinated animals become 
asymptomatic virus carriers, they would also 
present a high risk of virus dispersion. 

However, vaccination can be a useful support 
tool in controlling a disease outbreak. The 
density of pig farming and the organisation 
of the pig farming sector, as well as the 
progress made on marker vaccines and on 
diagnostic tools to check if products from 
vaccinated pigs are virus-free, are key factors 
to consider when assessing options for 
emergency situations and when designing 
vaccination strategies. 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32007D0682:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32007D0682:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32006D0802:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:084:0056:0058:EN:PDF
http://ec.europa.eu/food/committees/regulatory/scfcah/animal_health/presentations/0506112012_classical_swine_fever_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/food/committees/regulatory/scfcah/animal_health/presentations/02102012_csf_eradication_france.pdf
http://agriculture.gouv.fr/guide_epizooties/monographies/f-ppa.htm
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/3603981
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/3518145
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/emergingissues/impactworksheets/iw_1999_files/foreign/asfportugal.htm
http://www.plosone.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0020383
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2865084/
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/health_consumer/dgs_consultations/regulatory_committees_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/food/committees/regulatory/scfcah/animal_health/presentations_en.htm#04122012
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32011D0852:EN:NOT
http://www.globalmeatnews.com/Safety-Legislation/Italy-EU-bans-pork-exports-from-Sardinia-due-to-ASF
http://www.globalmeatnews.com/Safety-Legislation/Italy-EU-bans-pork-exports-from-Sardinia-due-to-ASF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32005D0363:EN:NOT
http://ec.europa.eu/food/committees/regulatory/scfcah/animal_health/sum_0708052012_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/food/committees/regulatory/scfcah/animal_health/presentations/04122012_african_swine_fever_sardinia_italy.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/diseases/adns/adns_outbreaks_per_disease_en.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32011D0078:EN:NOT
http://www.fao.org/europe/meetings-and-events-2012/asf/es/
http://www.oie.int/doc/ged/D3786.PDF
http://www.oie.int/doc/ged/D3786.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-SF-10-008/EN/KS-SF-10-008-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-SF-10-008/EN/KS-SF-10-008-EN.PDF
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/diseases/strategy/pillars/docs/7070-vaccine-bank-policy-paper_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/diseases/strategy/pillars/docs/7070-vaccine-bank-policy-paper_en.pdf
http://rsif.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/6/39/849.full
http://rsif.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/6/39/849.full


Library Briefing Control of swine fever in the EU
 

Author: Jean Weissenberger 130461REV1 
Contact: jean.weissenberger@ep.europa.eu Page 6 of 6 
 

EU financial assistance European Parliament views 

As part of its animal health strategy, the EU 
provides financial assistance to disease 
eradication and monitoring programmes, 
presented by Member States, including for 
CSF and ASF. Such programmes must 
comply with criteria established in Decision 
2008/341/EC. The expenditure rules for co-
funding are governed by Council Decision 
2009/470/EC. 

As part of its resolution on the animal health 
strategy in 2008, the EP recognised that 
culling may be necessary in response to the 
threat of a crisis, but in line with the 
principle "vaccination is better than 
unnecessary culling", the EP indicated a 
strong support to increased possibilities of 
vaccination as part of disease prevention 
and disease eradication operations. 

In its answer of January 2012 to a 
Parliamentary question on CSF, the 
Commission did not exclude that current 
rules could be adapted to new science and 
technological developments concerning 
diagnostic tools and vaccines. 

After evaluation, the Commission adopts the 
national disease control and monitoring 
programmes (including financing elements 
thereof). Programmes adopted for 2013 
(Decision 2012/761/EU) cover CSF in 
Bulgaria, Germany, Hungary, Romania, 
Slovenia and Slovakia (plus Croatia as from 1 
July 2013), and ASF in Italy. The budget 
allocated to such plans depends on the 
disease situation in each MS. For 2013, the 
total maximum EU allocations foreseen for 
CSF and ASF are €2 585 000 and €1 400 000 
respectively. 

After a consultation which started in 2009, 
the Commission announced the finalisation 
in 2013 of a proposal for a new framework 
regulation on animal health, which would 
reshape over 40 Directives in this policy 
area. It will allow the EP to exercise its role of 
co-legislator in this domain, as provided for 
by the Lisbon Treaty. 

MS have to report on the implementation of 
their disease control programmes. In 
addition to close follow-up in SCAFCAH, a 
dedicated task force also monitors the 
disease eradication programmes, to 
improve their cost-benefits. Some 
subgroups have been established to provide 
tailored technical assistance, notably on CSF. 
The Commission published in 2011 a 
general report on the generally positive 
outcome of the EU co-financed animal 
disease eradication programmes, including 
those for CSF and ASF3. 
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Endnotes 
 

1 Epidemiology relates to the knowledge of causes, effects, distribution and evolution (mechanisms, risk factors) of a disease or a 
health-related status in a population. 

2 This marketing authorisation was last renewed by the Commission on 16 September 2011. 

3 The specific assessment of the eradication and monitoring programmes for ASF and CSF is provided in Annex 2 (section 2.7, 
pages 161 to 195) of the report. 
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