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FORSLAG

Udenrigsudvalget opfordrer Udvalget om International Handel, som er korresponderende
udvalg, til at optage fglgende forslag i det beslutningsforslag, det vedtager:

1. understreger, at moderniseringen af toldunionen yderligere vil styrke de allerede steerke
gkonomiske band mellem Tyrkiet og Den Europeiske Union (EU) og bevare Tyrkiets
gkonomiske kobling til EU; mener, at en styrkelse af handelsforbindelserne kunne
indebeere konkrete fordele for borgerne i Tyrkiet og EU-medlemsstaterne og ligeledes
bidrage til begge siders engagement i en positiv reformdagsorden og samtidig afbgde de
politiske spaendinger med Ankara om den forveerrede situation for sa vidt angar retsstaten
og de grundlaeggende rettigheder i landet;

2. konstaterer, at opgraderingen af handelsforbindelserne mellem EU og Tyrkiet er en
vaesentlig del af den indsats, som EU og Tyrkiet har gjort for at uddybe deres forbindelser
pa nggleomrader af felles interesse, som blev identificeret pa topmadet mellem EU og
Tyrkiet den 29. november 2015 og i erklearingen fra EU og Tyrkiet af 18. marts 2016;
erklerer, at det nu er s meget desto vigtigere, at tiltreedelsesforhandlingerne sattes i bero
pa trods af de betydelige strategiske interesser pa kort og lang sigt for EU og Tyrkiet
sasom handel, migration, bekeempelse af terrorisme, energi og stabilitet i nseromradet;

3. noterer sig, at Tyrkiet pa det seneste har naeermet sig Rusland, og erklaringerne fra
Tyrkiets regering vedrgrende landets mulige tiltreedelse af
Shanghaisamarbejdsorganisationen; gentager, at EU er Tyrkiets vigtigste handelspartner,
og at to tredjedele af de direkte udenlandske investeringer i Tyrkiet kommer fra EU's
medlemsstater; understreger, at toldunionen kraever, at Tyrkiets afstemmer sin lovgivning
med den galdende fallesskabsret;

4. understreger de voksende geopolitiske og gkonomiske udfordringer, som Tyrkiet star over
for som et resultat af ustabilitet i dets naeromrade, terrorisme og eftervirkningerne af
kupforsgget den 15. juli 2016; understreger, at selv om kaos og ustabilitet i Mellemgsten
samt Ruslands annektering af Krim og intervention i Ukraine pavirker Tyrkiets
udenrigshandel med landets naboer, kan en opgradering af toldunionen hjeelpe Tyrkiet
med at overvinde de udfordringer, det star over for, og bidrage til at omdanne Tyrkiet til
en sgjle af stabilitet og en drivkraft for vaekst for landets borgere, hvis regeringen
gennemfgrer de ngdvendige reformer;

5. gleader sig over, at Tyrkiets lovgivningsmaessige afstemning med EU's standarder som
folge af indgaelsen af toldunionen har gjort landet mere konkurrencedygtigt; mener, at
moderniseringen af toldunionen vil give Tyrkiet mulighed for at gennemga sin
vaekstmodel og undvige fra mellemindkomst(land)falden; glaeder sig over, at uddybelsen
af toldunionen vil have en positiv indvirkning pa Tyrkiets gkonomiske forvaltning og
styrke Tyrkiets uafhangige reguleringsinstitutioner;

6. opfordrer Kommissionen til at integrere politiske Kkriterier i den opgraderede toldunion
mellem Tyrkiet og EU om menneskerettigheder og grundleeggende friheder.
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

The European Commission asked the Council for a mandate to launch talks with Turkey to
deepen the existing 21-year-old EU-Turkey Customs Union. The Customs Union was
negotiated with the understanding that it would be a transitional arrangement to strengthen the
Turkish economy while Turkey moved toward full membership of the EU.

While Turkey adopted the EU regulatory standards and was granted preferential access to the
EU’s internal market, this economic cooperation increased the competitiveness of Turkish
manufactured products. As a result, bilateral trade increased almost six-fold, making Turkey
the EU’s sixth-largest trading partner, while the EU became Turkey’s largest.

With the evolution of the economic environment and the significant increase of EU-Turkey
trade, the current Customs Union is becoming less and less equipped to deal with the modern
day challenges of trade integration.

Turkey was declared an official candidate to join the EU in 1999, and accession talks were
started in 2004. After a period of bold democratic reforms, Turkey during the last three years
has been backsliding on moving closer to meet the EU’s political criteria. In the European
Parliament, there are serious concerns about the state of the rule of law, the freedom of press,
and the respect for fundamental rights. The situation further deteriorated in the aftermath of
the 15 July coup attempt, resulting in the EP’s call to temporary freeze the accession talks.

The temporary freeze of the accession process is not a permanent state, and the EP said that it
will review its position when the state of emergency is lifted in Turkey. For the accession
talks to be credible, it speaks for itself that the path to democratic reforms will have to be
refound by the Turkish government.

In the meantime, Turkey is a strategic partner for the EU. It is in the EU’s interest to maintain
good cooperation with Ankara on trade, migration, energy, foreign policy, and anti-terrorism.
The modernisation of the Customs Union could strengthen the bilateral relations and mitigate
political tensions on fundamental rights. While political integration is currently stalled,
enhancing economic cooperation could be a possible joint step forward. It is however
important to include a human rights clause in the upgraded agreement in order to guarantee
against any further deterioration of Turkish democracy.
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