
COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY ON THE PROTECTION OF ANIMALS DURING TRANSPORT

THE CHAIR

ANIT - D(2021) 4816

Ambassador Mr Nuno BRITO
Permanent Representation of Portugal
to the EU
Avenue de Cortenbergh 12
BE-1040 Brussels

Subject: Protection of animals during transport: questionnaire to Member States’
authorities

Dear Ambassador,

During its 19 June 2020 plenary session, the European Parliament has decided to set up a
Committee of Inquiry on the Protection of Animals during Transport within and outside the
EU (ANIT).

The ANIT Committee has 30 members and shall submit its final report within 12 months from
the date when it was set up, with possible two extensions, each time by 3 months.

It was given the mandate to investigate alleged contraventions and maladministration in the
application of Union law in relation to the protection of animals during transport within and
outside the Union.

The ANIT Committee carries out its activities in line with Decision 95/167 (EC, Euratom,
ECSC), and relies on information obtained from EU institutions and bodies, EU Member States
and legal or physical persons.

In this respect, its Members have agreed to submit the attached questionnaire to the national
authorities of EU Member States.

I would be grateful if you could forward these questions to the responsible ministries or other
authorities, in charge of animal welfare during transport.

As per our mandate, we work to meet very tight deadlines; therefore, we would appreciate your
replies no later than Friday 23rd April 2021.

In Annex to this letter you will find all relevant information to complete the questionnaire.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Yours sincerely,

Tilly Metz

Annex: Questionnaire to Member States’ authorities
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QUESTIONNAIRE TO MEMBER STATES’ S AUTHORITIES

Background:
During its 19 June 2020 Plenary session, European Parliament, has decided to set up a committee of inquiry on the Protection of Animals During Transport
within and outside the EU (ANIT).
It was given the mandate to investigate alleged contraventions and maladministration in the application of Union law in relation to the protection of animals
during transport within and outside the Union.
The ANIT Committee has 30 members and shall submit its final report within 12 months from the date when it was set up, with possible two extensions, each
time by 3 months.

In order to facilitate the work of the ANIT Committee, we kindly ask you to reply to the following questions about practices in EU Member States, proposed
by the Members of the ANIT Committee and related with the mandate of the Committee.

Sanctions - Legal reference: Article 25 of Regulation (EC) 1/2005

1 Which sanctions do you have in place in case of non-compliance (whether financial or other types of penalties)?

2 How many sanctions did you apply between 2018-2020 for non-compliance of animal welfare during transportation?
What type of sanctions did you apply?

3 How do you ensure these sanctions are consistently applied?

4 How do you report breaches to other Member States?

5 What follow up is given by Member States and the Commission?

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200619IPR81604/protection-of-transported-animals-parliament-establishes-inquiry-committee
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0163_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/anit/home/highlights
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Training of personnel - Education of enforcement agents - Legal reference: Article 3 and Article 17 of Regulation (EC)
1/2005

6 What kind of training trainings do you have in place for personnel handling the animals and enforcement agents?

7 How is this training organised? (i.e. duration and frequency/ location/species covered/characteristic of the final exam/ who are the trainers)

8 Do you have instructions and training or checklists on controls according to Art 14 and Art 18 of Reg. 1/2005
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Approval of means of transport - Legal reference: Article 7, Article 18 and Article 19 of Regulation (EC) 1/2005

9 What are the criteria for approval of means of transport by road and livestock vessels?

10 How many of the approved vehicles were equipped with forced ventilation/air conditioning, with measurement of temperature, humidity and
ammonia, during the period 2018-2020?

11 Which entities are involved in the approval of means of transport by road and livestock vessels (specialised veterinarians, others...)?

12 How do you check that suitability of the water arrangements are appropriate and operational for each species and category of animals for which the
means of transport is to be approved?

13 What are the requirements for the water arrangement to be used for unweaned animals for each means of transport?
How is this verified?

14 How is it verified that the ventilation systems can maintain temperatures inside the mean of transport (vehicle or vessel) within a range of between
5 °C and 30 °C, with a tolerance of ± 5 °C (cf. Annex I, Chapter VI, point 3.1 EU Animal Transport Regulation)?
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Guidelines on transportability/animal welfare during transport

15 Are there guidelines available in your country? For which species or category of animal (eg according to age, reproductive state)?

16 How are they disseminated and used?

17 Can you show that the guidelines have had a positive impact on compliance rates?
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Controls at the place of departure/on route - Legal reference: Articles 14, 15, 18 and 26 and Chapters II, III, V and VI,
Annex I of Regulation (EC) No 1/2005

18 Is an Official Veterinarian always present at place of departure, including in the port or harbour to check on the loading of livestock on vessels?

19 Do you have instructions and training or checklists on controls according to Art 14 of Reg (EC) 1/2005?

20 What was the rate of checks performed on means of transport (both at departure and on route and at destination, including ports and harbours),
during the period 2015-2020?

21 What is checked at the place of departure? (e.g. approval of the means of transport, maintenance, stocking density, headspace above the animals,
appropriate bedding,  drinking devices, reliability of journey logs, separators)

22 What verification and actions are taken regarding plausibility of the route plans provided?

23 What actions are taken to ensure compliance transport of unweaned animals?

24 Do your national authorities place limits on the maximum and minimum temperature on the entire route?

25 Do you have a booking system to prevent overcrowding in Control Posts en route, so that your officers do not send too many animals on certain
routes?

26 Do your officers carry out retrospective checks on long journeys, to establish the degree to which rules on resting times and transport time were
kept?

27 How do you check whether the transporter has appropriately trained personnel for the transport of animals by sea?

28 What sources do your officials use to check forecasts of outside temperatures along the entire route?
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Controls at the place of arrival - Reference: Judgment of the Court of Justice (Fifth Chamber) of 23 April 2015 in Case C-
424/13

29 How do you ensure that the provisions of the ECJ rulings in cases C-424/13 and C-383/16 are complied with? In particular:

1. that planning is carried out in accordance with Union law up to the f destination?
2. whether or not the ports of unloading and some ‘places of destination’ meet the requirements of Art 2(s) or if they are merely places of rest

or transfer under Art 2(t)?
3. that the journey log for the number of animals named specified therein is kept up to date on a daily basis to a single destination specified in

the journey log?
4. that the animals remain at the named place of destination for at least 48 hours in accordance with Art 2 (s)?
5. that the onward transport of animals from places of rest or transfer to places of destination is carried out in accordance with Union law even

if this is done by firms of the third country?

30 Regarding livestock export, what kind of data do you receive from the places of arrival in third countries concerning the animals’ welfare during
transportation or their health state on arrival?

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A62013CJ0424
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A62016CA0383
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Distribution on establishments and livestock concentration on national territory

31 What is the number, the capacity and the location of the slaughterhouses across your Member State?

32 How many animals can be slaughter in these slaughterhouses, on an average basis, within one year? How are these slaughterhouses spread over the
national territory? What is the average distance between these slaughterhouses and the big animal farms, usually exporting animals?

33 What was the average travelled distance for livestock arriving in these establishments, during the period 2018-2020?
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Data on the number of animals transported

34 How many consignments were conducted in 2018-2020, including domestic transport? (transports covered by Regulation (EC) 1/2005), and how was
the number recorded?

35 How many live animals are transported from your country on each mean of transport?

36 What species of animals does your country exports?

37 How many live animals, and what species, transit your country?
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National practices regarding sanctions for violations of the rules on the protection of animals during transport

38 How is article 3, interpreted with regard to the responsibility of transporters, drivers and/or farmers for ensuring that the animals are fit for transport?

(Do you carry out a differentiated approach to the assessment of the responsibilities of the different actors in accordance with the wording of article
3 (a-h), which covers different stages of the transport from the farm to the abattoir?)

Please describe under which circumstances 1) transporter, 2) driver, 3) farmer respectively are considered responsible for violations of art. 3 (b)

How do you differentiate between the different actors in cases where injuries are caused during the animal’s life at the farm, i.e. tail bites, compared
to injuries that occur during the transportation of the animals, i.e. due to the design, construction and maintenance of the vehicle?

39 Who or which authorities carry out the control of art. 3 (b)?
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Contingency plans

40 Do you have contingency plans for:
1. transport accidents involving the means of transport (road, rail and sea transport);
2. unfit animals arriving at a port and not able to continue the journey;
3. avoiding unnecessary delays?
4. animals needing to be re-imported into the EU?
5.



Committee of Inquiry on the protection of animals during transport

Page 11 of 11

Tel: 0032 2 28 43218 / 43172
Email: Anit-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu

Checks carried out by the competent authorities according to Art 10 and 11 Reg (EC) 1/2005

41 Do the controls for the authorisation of transporters include the verification of the contingency plans?
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