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EU-Montenegro Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee 
 

MINUTES 

of the preparatory meeting of the 

15th EU-MONTENEGRO STABILISATION AND ASSOCIATION  

PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE 

Brussels, 12 July 2018 
 

 

The preparatory meeting began on 12 July, at 12:00, with the opening remarks of Mr David MARTIN, 

Chair of the European Parliament delegation to the EU-Montenegro Stabilisation and Association 

Parliamentary Committee (SAPC). 

 

1. Adoption of the draft agenda  
 

The draft agenda was adopted.    

 

2. Exchange of views on the political and economic situation in Montenegro and on its relations 

with the Union, with H.E. Bojan ŠARKIĆ, Ambassador of Montenegro to the EU, Ms Barbara 

JÉSUS-GIMENO, Deputy Head of Unit for Montenegro in DG Neighbourhood and Enlargement 

Negotiations of European Commission 

 

The preparatory meeting was opened by the D-ME Chair Mr David MARTIN, who expressed his 

appreciation for the draft programme of the SAPC.  

 

H.E. Ambassador Bojan ŠARKIĆ in turn also complimented the secretariat with the draft programme, 

noting that the visit will feature discussions with some of the most important stakeholders in 

Montenegro, including President Đukanović. Mr ŠARKIĆ provided a brief overview of the state of play 

in the accession negotiations, focusing on the moderate progress made by Montenegro over the last six 

years. He additionally emphasized that fostering a better media climate is the joint responsibility of both 

the government and the media. Mr ŠARKIĆ noted that an additional push from the European Parliament 

would be welcome, as Montenegro is prepared to make the extra step to speed up its accession process.  

 

Ms JÉSUS-GIMENO responded on behalf of the Commission by welcoming the gradual return to 

parliament of most of the opposition but also calling for more progress in the field Rule of Law. She 

recalled that no progress had been made by Montenegro on improving the level of media freedom and 

deplored the dismissal of the former director of the Montenegrin public broadcaster, RTCG. Ms JÉSUS-

GIMENO also discussed economic reform, public administration reform and environmental protection 

issues.  

 

In the ensuing debate Mr TANNOCK asked the Ambassador to share his views on the NATO summit 

and on the ongoing trial against the Russian and Serbian intelligence officers implicated in the attempted 

2016 coup. The Ambassador said that he is not particularly concerned about comments made by 

President Trump during the summit. He was not able to provide a timeline or additional information 

about the ongoing trial. 
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3. Consideration of the draft agenda and the draft programme for the 15th SAPC, due to be held 

on 16-17 July 2018 in Podgorica 

 

Mr MARTIN presented the draft programme to the participants informing them of the gradual return of 

the opposition members to Skupština, including the SAPC. Consequently, the EP delegation expected 

to adopt Recommendations under the regular format this time, the Chair said. Mr MARTIN also 

reminded those present that the EP Delegation would be partly joined by a parallel AFCO mission, and 

he also informed that he would personally not be able to participate and therefore asked Vice-Chair Mr 

Peter KOUROUMBASHEV to lead the EP delegation. 

 

Mr WAITZ requested the Secretariat to forward the draft programme in the future at an earlier stage, in 

order for him to suggest the inclusion of environmental NGO’s in the programme. 

 

Mr MARTIN informed the participants that the draft agenda had been pre-approved by the Co-Chairs. 

There were no comments to the draft Agenda, so it was preliminarily adopted.  

 

4. Any other business 

 

No other business was discussed. 

 

5. Date and place of next meeting 

 

The 15th meeting of the SAPC will take place on 16-17 July 2018 in Podgorica, Montenegro.  

 

The meeting was closed on 12 July 2018, at 13:00. 

 


