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The preparatory meeting began on 7 June, at 14:00, with the opening remarks of Mr Eduard KUKAN,
Chair of the European Parliament delegation to the EU-Serbia Stabilisation and Association
Parliamentary Committee (SAPC).

1. Adoption of the draft agenda

The draft agenda was adopted.

2. Exchange of views on the political and economic situation in Serbia and on its relations with the
Union, with H.E. Ms Ana HRUSTANOVIĆ, Ambassador of Serbia to the EU, Mr Christos
MAKRIDIS, Acting Head of Unit for Serbia in DG NEAR, and Mr Eduard AUER, Head of the
Western Balkans Division at the European External Action Service

H.E. Ms Ana HRUSTANOVIĆ welcomed the attention granted to Serbia’s EU accession trajectory over
the last six months, recalling the visits of the leaders of the European Union to Serbia earlier in 2018.
She noted that Serbia’s European future is both of benefit to the region and to the European Union as a
whole, citing robust economic growth figures and Serbia’s ongoing participation in military exercises.
She additionally discussed the latest developments in the EU-facilitated dialogue between Belgrade and
Pristina, progress made within the framework of Chapter 23 of the acquis, and the consultative process
regarding the new media strategy. She finally thanked the Bulgarian Presidency-in-Office for its role in
fostering momentum across the region and hoped for the Austrian Presidency-in-Office to continue this
work.

Mr Christos MAKRIDIS presented the highlights of the latest European Commission Country Report
on Serbia, which painted a mixed picture. More progress could have been achieved on Rule of Law; the
pace of implementing reforms would have to be increased in order for Serbia to meet its strategic
objective to accede to the European Union by 2025. Mr MAKRIDIS discussed the latest developments
on the revision of the constitution in the area of the judiciary, called for an enabling media environment
where freedom of expression can operate without hindrance, and expressed concern about the
whitelisting of countries that are on the EU visa negative list. He finally welcomed the decision to host
the Secretariat of the Transport Community in Belgrade as well as the progress made on economic
reforms.
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Mr Eduard AUER mentioned that EU-Serbia relations are developing well, highlighting Serbia’s
commitment to CSDP missions and its active engagement in countering violent extremism. Mr AUER
nevertheless also expressed his concern about the aforementioned visa-granting practices, as it is
expected that applicants from EU black-listed countries apply for Serbian visas with the intent to travel
onwards to the EU. He also expressed his concern about the low level of CSFP alignment and noted that
Serbia will have to progressively align its foreign policy with that of the EU during the accession
process. Regarding the EU-facilitated dialogue with Pristina, Mr AUER emphasized that the EU
eventually expects a legally binding agreement to be reached in the form of a comprehensive settlement.

In the ensuing debate MEPs welcomed the progress made by Serbia over the last reporting period and
called for the full implementation of the Brussels Agreement. Mr JAKOVČIĆ (HR, ALDE) took issue
with the presence of Vojislav Šešelj in the National Assembly given his conviction of war crimes. The
topic of enlargement fatigue was discussed by Mr SELIMOVIĆ (SE, ALDE), as well as Serbia’s energy
dependence on Russia. Mr EPITIDEIOS (HE, NI) questioned how Serbia intends to find a balance
between conflicting interests concerning the EU, Russia and Kosovo. The Ambassador replied to these
concerns, noting that acceding to the EU remains Serbia’s main strategic objective, thereby also
acknowledging that Russia plays an important role maintaining Serbia’s sovereignty and territorial
integrity. She subsequently argued that the Serbian leadership is fully committed to finding a solution
on the dialogue with Pristina and rebuffed criticism about the lack of diversity in Serbian media,
stressing that the media environment is characterized by an 'exotic pluralism.'

3. Consideration of the draft agenda and the draft programme for the 8th SAPC, due to be held
on 13-14 June 2018 in Strasbourg

Mr KUKAN informed the participants that the draft agenda had been agreed upon and appreciated the
work done on preparing the draft programme. Negotiations on the draft recommendations were still
ongoing but were expected to be completed prior to the SAPC taking place.

4. Any other business

No other business was discussed.

5. Date and place of next meeting

The 8th meeting of the SAPC will take place on 13-14 June 2018 in Strasbourg, France. The 9th SAPC
meeting is scheduled for 29-30 October 2018 in Belgrade, Serbia.

The meeting was closed on 7 June 2018, at 15:00.


