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The meeting began at 15:11 on 27 March 2019, with the opening remarks of Mr Eduard KUKAN, 

Chairman of the EU Delegation to the EU-Serbia Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary 

Committee (SAPC).  

 

Mr KUKAN welcomed members of both delegations, as well as distinguished guests: Mr Jugoslav 

MILACIC, Adviser to the Minister for European Integration and Member of the Negotiation team in 

charge of the Chapters  23, 24 and 35, on behalf of the Serbian Government, Mr George CIAMBA, 

Minister delegate for European Affairs, representing the Romanian Presidency-in-Office of the Council, 

Mr Christos MAKRIDIS, Acting Head of Unit for Serbia of DG NEAR on behalf of the European 

Commission and Mr Clive RUMBOLD, Deputy Head of Division ‘Western Balkans’, on behalf of the 

European External Action Service.  

 

In his introductory remarks, Mr KUKAN stressed that the European Parliament continued to actively 

support the EU enlargement policy and advocated Serbia’s accession to the EU, of which the SAPC was 

an important contribution. He reminded that the 10th SAPC was the last of the 2014-2019 legislature, 

and expressed hope that the next legislature of the EP would continue its engagements with the 

enlargement policy and would advocate Serbia’s accession to the EU. The EP adopted a Resolution on 

the Commission Report on Serbia in plenary in November 2018, stating its position on the accession 

negotiations including recommendations in order to address challenges and pursue reforms in the 

country. 

 

Mr KUKAN stated that Serbia was advancing steadily in the membership negotiations, and welcomed 

the country’s continuous engagement on the path towards European integration, congratulating on the 

efforts made towards the promotion of this strategic decision among the Serbian public, as 55% of 

citizens would vote for Serbia’s accession to the EU according to the latest polls. However, 67% of 

Serbs never heard of an EU-funded project, even though the EU is by far the biggest donor with over 7 

billion euros provided in grants and loans over the last ten years. He thus encouraged to promote the 

visible benefits of these projects. 

 

The Chairman of the EU Delegation also welcomed the significant progress made in Serbia in 

developing a functioning market economy, ensuring economic growth and preserving macroeconomic 

and monetary stability which led to decrease of unemployment. Furthermore, strong fiscal consolidation 

was decisive in instilling confidence in the economy. He said that over the last four years the general 

government budget, turned from a deficit of 6.6% of GDP to a surplus of 1.2%. 

 

Mr KUKAN welcomed the inclusive nature in which the recent media strategy was developed and 

underlined that its implementation remained crucial. He also stated that violence and intimidation 

against journalists could not be taking place in a country aspiring to become a member of the EU and 



 

 

added that the journalist from some  EU member states were facing that problem as well. Additionally, 

Mr KUKAN welcomed the first steps taken with regard to the perpetrators of recent attacks against 

journalists and called for effective results. Furthermore, he noted that the Commission had concluded 

there was no progress in the area of freedom of expression and media for the third time in a row, and 

that Serbia had dropped ten places down on the 2018 World Press Freedom Index compared to the 2017 

ranking. Mr KUKAN said that Serbia therefore needs a pluralistic media landscape with adequate 

financing and safeguards to protect journalists, including in the local media, and he offered the EP’s 

assistance in that regard. There is a need for a public debate on the pluralism and independence of the 

public service broadcaster and objective reporting, which was made clear by the ongoing protests for 

the last four months and the recent storming of the country’s public broadcaster RTS in Belgrade. 

Nevertheless, he stressed that disagreement with editorial policy should not be addressed through 

violence and intimidation against journalists. 

 

Concerning the protests, Mr KUKAN said that strong and peaceful mobilisation of citizens was a 

democratic right, but there was no need to take action that could result in violence. He said that MEPs 

were attentive to the difficulties in the Serbian Parliament in terms of legislative and scrutiny activities, 

which had led some MPs to boycott the institution and that the main concern was that the high number 

of urgent procedures and other practices would damage the quality and space for democratic debate. He 

thus encouraged ruling party MPs to increase cooperation with the opposition, so the conditions for 

successful dialogue could be met, and reminded that the EP’s offer on the establishment of a Jean 

Monnet Dialogue was still on the table. 

 

On the Dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina, he urged commitment on both sides in order to reach a 

Comprehensive Legally Binding Agreement, which would resolve all outstanding issues before joining 

the EU. However, he emphasized that the first step to this would be for the Pristina   to revoke the 100% 

customs tariffs on goods produced in Serbia. With regard to border correction or land swap, Mr KUKAN 

reaffirmed that any agreement reached between Belgrade and Pristina could only be acceptable if it was 

mutually agreed, in line with international law while taking into account the overall stability in the 

region. 

 

Mr KUKAN concluded by calling for more progress in Serbia’s reform agenda, especially in the field 

of the rule of law, which is crucial in opening new chapters. He added that in the Freedom House’s 2018 

report, Serbia was the only country that obtained an overall “free” score in the Western Balkans, but 

declined to “partly free” in this year’s edition, ranking fourth in the list of countries seeing the largest 

one-year decline in 2018 with obvious signs of backsliding. Mr KUKAN noted that the slow pace of 

opening chapters could be due to the slow pace of reforms on key rule of law issues and slow progress 

on normalising relations with Pristina. Finally, he stressed the need for clear progress on Chapters 23 

and 24. 

 

Mr Vladimir ORLIĆ, Chairman of the National Assembly Delegation to the EU-Serbia SAPC, thanked 

Mr KUKAN and MEPs for the cooperation and support for Serbia’s EU path and expressed his 

expectation that Serbia would continue to have strong allies among MEPs and that Serbia would 

progress on its path to the EU. 

 

In his introductory remarks, Mr ОRLIĆ reiterated that support for EU integration in Serbia was stable, 

at 55% according to the latest polls carried out by Eurobarometer standards and published on the web 

site of the Ministry for European Integration. Regarding the importance for the IPA funds to be made 

more visible, he reminded that, according to the results of the latest research, the citizens of Serbia see 

for the first time the EU as the most significant ally in terms of economic cooperation and financial 

assistance, i.e. the level of understanding among citizens had been raised. Mr ОRLIĆ reminded that 

from the year 2016 on, there was a positive trend of growing support for the European integration and 

stressed that Serbia would like to increase that support even further in the forthcoming period, so it 

would be very important for the EU to remain committed to the Western Balkans as it was in 2018. He 

underlined that EU membership was the country’s top priority in foreign policy, and Serbia would carry 

out its commitments and work on the chapters in order to achieve this goal. He said that Serbia is seen 



 

 

as a leader in EU integration in the region by the EU stakeholders and he emphasized that Serbia had 

prudent and balanced policy and made good decisions regarding the challenges it faced daily, among 

which the biggest challenge certainly was the situation in Kosovo and Metohija. Reacting to Mr Kukan’s 

remarks on media pluralism he concluded that the pluralism first of all had to be manifested in thoughts 

and ideas - the agreement among members of both Delegations could be reached on some points, but 

also there was a need to put forward the points of disagreement. In this regard he said that criticism was 

always welcome, because it could be easily avoided by doing nothing and Serbia had the opposite 

approach. Finally, he expressed satisfaction over agreeing on an important number of significant topics 

in the draft Joint Declaration and Recommendations, hoping that the joint contribution to the Serbia’s 

membership in the EU would continue in the next mandate of the EP. 

  

 

1. Adoption of the draft agenda  
 

The draft agenda was adopted without any changes, in the same form as in the draft document.    

 

 

2. Adoption of the draft minutes of the 9th EU-Serbia SAPC meeting  

 

The draft minutes were adopted with no changes, in the same form as in the draft document.  

 

 

3. State of play of the accession negotiations and EU-Serbia relations, exchange of views with the 

representatives of the Serbian Government, the Presidency-in-Office of the Council of the EU, the 

European Commission and European External Actions Service 

 

Mr Jugoslav MILACIC, Adviser to the Minister for European Integration, briefed on the progress made 

on the different chapters, reiterating that some chapters were ready to be opened, as Serbia had submitted 

five negotiation positions to the Presidency of the EU. Furthermore, Chapters 10 and 28 are in an 

advance stage of preparation for their opening, and Serbia received benchmarks for nine chapters. He 

underlined that the Dialogue was temporarily suspended due to Pristina disrupting stability with the 

introduction of 100% taxes, the establishment of the so-called “Kosovo Army”, the attempt to join 

INTERPOL without the agreement with Belgrade, and provocations against Serbia and the Serbian 

community in Kosovo and Metohija. In addition, Pristina’s negotiating platform denying past 

arrangements halted the Dialogue process, and Pristina refused to suspend the taxes despite diplomatic 

visits by German, US and British officials. The overall agreement for normalisation however remind 

crucial, the most important issue being the need to create the Community of Serbian Municipalities, as 

well as preserving the security and cultural heritage of the Serbs in Kosovo and Metohija. He warned 

against the repressive behaviour of Pristina, its intolerant nationalistic rhetoric and the violence which 

occurred during the arrest of Marko Đurić in March 2018 but also during the official visit of President 

Vučić in September last year and the forcible incursion of special units which showed that Pristina was 

ready to use force in order to obstruct the process. Nevertheless, he stated that Serbia would keep a 

constructive role for peace and stability in the region, and expected Belgrade to be treated fairly in its 

EU accession. Regarding the rule of law reform, he reminded about the draft amendments to the Serbian 

Constitution, and Serbia’s special attention to the justice system and the fight against organized crime. 

He underlined that the process of the judicial reform was inclusive and transparent, with the public 

debates on Constitutional changes associating the NGO sector and civil society. Furthermore, he 

reminded that the Venice Commission visited Belgrade in May 2018, and that in its opinion the 

amendments were in line with its recommendations. In addition, Mr MILACIC provided information 

on the advancement of the draft amendments, including communication with the Venice Commission. 

Concerning the media, the European Commission in 2017 made an overview of the media freedom in 

Serbia and published its conclusion in May 2018, which showed that the government was making efforts 

to enhance the media scene. However, profit-oriented competition led to deterioration of the quality 

reporting. In June 2018, a new working group was established to develop the media strategy, with a 

special coordinating body for cooperation with the media associations in order to improve relations and 



 

 

resolve open issues. Mr MILACIC informed that last month public discussion on the new media strategy 

was concluded, so its adoption was expected by the end of April, and that after that the existing 

legislation would be modified. He also informed about the concrete steps taken in the fight against 

corruption. 

 

Minister Delegate Mr George CIAMBA stated that enlargement process was a priority for the Romanian 

presidency. Furthermore, he underlined the importance of paying special attention to the enlargement 

policy, the SAA, and the relevant decisions of the Council. The Minister Delegate said that the 

presidency was looking forward to the Commission’s Enlargement Package, and it should be followed 

by the adoption of the Council’s conclusions on Enlargement and the Stabilisation and Association 

Process. Mr CIAMBA underlined the need for a structured and sustained dialogue among youth in the 

Western Balkans, inspired by the Élysée Process, by investing more in the education of the young 

generation. In that regard, he announced that an EU Youth Conference would be held in Bucharest this 

May. Additionally, he expressed his expectation regarding the opening of further chapters with Serbia 

in June. The pace of accession would however depend on Serbia’s progress in the rule of law and the 

Dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina, which was discussed in Bucharest. Nevertheless, the public 

administration reform and economic governance were also fundamental in the process, as it was also 

mentioned during the last SA Council’s meeting. Mr CIAMBA also called Serbia to continue with 

implementation of the Action plans for negotiation chapters 23 and 24 and to address all outstanding 

issues as it had been agreed. As for freedom of expression, Mr CIAMBA stressed that media pluralism 

and independence were of great importance, and he welcomed the establishment of working group to 

redraft the media strategy in transparent and inclusive manner. Regarding the economy, Serbia recorded 

a high growth, decreasing unemployment, establishing stable prices and good budgetary performance, 

but more reforms are needed. Furthermore, Mr CIAMBA commended efforts in tackling illegal 

migration flows in the region, and said that Serbia was expected to align with the EU CFSP, including 

restrictive measures regarding the common visa policy. He underlined that border disputes needed to be 

resolved urgently in line with international law. Finally, he reiterated the need for Serbia to communicate 

partnership with the EU with its citizens. 

 

Mr Christos MAKRIDIS started his statement by reminding the EU’s engagement for the Western 

Balkans in 2018, and expressed his hope that this year would enhance the EU perspective for countries 

in the region. Belgrade will be hosting the Western Balkans Digital Summit, which is going to be a 

unique opportunity to take a leading role in driving the digital policy agenda in the region. Mr 

MAKRIDIS underlined the importance of preparing for the Berlin Process Summit in Poznan this July.  

He said that the pace of negotiation depended on the reforms in all sectors, including rule of law and the 

normalisation of relations with Pristina. Mr MAKRIDIS expressed appreciation for the effective and 

informal cooperation with Serbian authorities, and said that the Commission would support the country 

in its EU path. He also reminded that the EU was Serbia’s first economic and political partner and also 

the largest donor of financial assistance. He commended the results of the opinion polls from December 

2018, showing the perception of the EU for the first time as the biggest donor among the citizens, and 

added that this assistance needed to be recognized at the highest level. He said that during the past 12 

years, Serbia received over 3.3 billion euros in grants from the Commission. Furthermore, two-thirds of 

Serbia’s trade are with the EU, and since the SAA in 2008 its exports to the EU have tripled, growing 

every year by 10%. In addition, the country is an attractive destination for FDI, and 73% comes from 

the EU. In terms of democratic governance, the Parliament’s role in advancing the EU reform agenda 

and holding the government accountable is crucial. Mr MAKRIDIS noted however a lack of substantive 

discussion last year including important legislation such as the 2019 budget. Likewise, Mr MAKRIDIS 

said that the use of the urgent procedure was too high, and he encouraged all stakeholders in Serbia to 

initiate a political dialogue within the Parliament in order to strengthen the democratic institutions. In 

this regard, Mr MAKRIDIS hoped that the Jean Monnet dialogue would be taken up by the Serbian 

counterpart. He said that in the area of rule of law, constitutional amendments and secondary legislature 

had to be adopted in an inclusive manner, in consultation with the Venice Commission. He welcomed  

the new media strategy, and reiterated that the objectives had been shared with Serbian authorities in 

different subjects including the attacks on journalists, lack of transparency in the media, public co-

financing of media content, and insufficient independence of the Regulatory Authority of Electronic 



 

 

Media (REM). Therefore, he is looking forward to its implementation. On economy, he commended the 

country’s progress and encouraged further reforms. 

 

Mr Clive RUMBOLD stated that the last two years had seen a series of events and engagement from the 

EU, which had shown the importance of the Western Balkans, as EU integration was featuring high on 

the Commission and the Presidency of the Council’s agenda. He, however, stressed the importance of 

rule of law reforms and the normalisation of relations with Pristina. Mr RUMBOLD insisted that 

political debate needed to be kept in the Parliament while ensuring democratic space for the opposition, 

and improving the oversight role of the institution. Within the Common Foreign and Security Policy 

and the Common Security and Defence Policy, Serbia is one of the most important contributors to four 

missions with high quality staff. Furthermore, Belgrade is currently preparing a framework to contribute 

to civilian missions, and will be the first country in the region to do so. In addition, Serbia participates 

in the EU HELBROC battlegroup and signed an administrative arrangement with the EU Defence 

Agency for joint projects. Nevertheless, Mr RUMBOLD warned against the decreasing trend of 

alignment with a number of CFSP positions, which had also been raised during the CFSP dialogue in 

Brussels in 2018. Finally, he called for both parties’ commitment to the Dialogue, asking to refrain from 

words and actions contrary to the spirit of normalisation, and therefore tariffs needed to be revoked. 

 

During the debate, Ms Elvira KOVACS (MP, Alliance of Vojvodina Hungarians) reiterated Serbia’s 

commitment to its EU accession, based on achieving results and fulfilling commitments through 

political and economic reforms. However, the process needs to be faster in order to maintain the 

credibility of the enlargement process. She expressed gratitude for the EP’s constant support. 

Furthermore, Ms KOVACS opined that the enlargement process was crucial in maintaining the 

momentum of reforms and legislative changes. She stated that Serbia was aware there was no deadline 

for the completion of negotiations, as they depend on the progress made by the country in the 

implementation of reforms. At the moment, Serbia cannot be satisfied with the number of opened 

chapters. She said that there were considerable challenges in harmonising legislation. Nevertheless, the 

quality of negotiations is far more important than the number of opened chapters as they are not 

necessarily an indicator of success. In addition, she stated that the citizens of Serbia needed to be made 

aware of the benefits of the EU membership in order to maintain a stable support. Recent opinion polls 

show the success of the strategic approach in communicating about the EU funds. Ms KOVACS 

believed that the positive perception would be continuous if the standards and benefits were achieved in 

a reasonable time.  

 

MEP Mr David MCALLISTER (EPP, Serbia Rapporteur, AFET) started his intervention by saying that 

Serbia was on its EU path, and called the country to continue improving its track record. Furthermore, 

he reminded that the rule of law was crucial in the negotiations, and that media freedom was fundamental 

for a modern democracy. In addition, he called for full implementation of the reached agreements in the 

Dialogue with Pristina. Lastly, he called Serbia to strengthen the role of the National Assembly as a 

democratic body which debates and scrutinises legislation. 

 

Mr Dragan ŠORMAZ (MP, Serbian Progressive Party) stated that it was well known that Serbian 

membership implied freedom of speech, the fight against corruption and a better judicial system. He 

said that five chapters were ready to be opened and opined that they should be opened, because there 

was no reason to act contrary to that, and furthermore that would motivate Serbia to work more on 

achieving required standards. Furthermore, he stressed that the current healthcare system in Serbia, 

although, in his opinion it should be additionally improved, it had a better ranking by the WHO than 

fourteen EU Member States. In addition, Serbia is the fourth country in Europe and the tenth in the 

world when it comes to the number of digital workers, which means that according to this fact Serbia 

can be seen as a leader in the region, but also in Europe. He furthermore argued that opening chapters 

were needed to speed up reforms. He reminded that the largest number of investments in Serbia came 

from the EU, noting that last year more was invested in Serbia alone than in all other countries in the 

region taken together, which confirmed the trust in business climate in Serbia. Lastly, Serbia is expecting 

the arrival of Volkswagen which will bring even greater industrial growth to the country. 

 



 

 

MEP Mr Andor DELI (EPP, HU) underlined the region’s interest for a broad and sincere support for 

enlargement in the next EP legislature. He went on to argue that the EU institutions had failed to find 

solutions for the 100% tax imposed by Pristina, which was in total contrast with the economic 

cooperation in the region supported by the Commission and the EP. He continued saying that the Serbian 

government and its citizens were nevertheless committed to the EU path, which should be acknowledged 

by the institutions, and the accession negotiations should be accelerated as possible. Lastly, he said that 

the  Chapter 23 was seen as the precondition for opening other chapters, and he concluded by saying 

that it would be unfair to hold Serbia’s European future  hostage of the EU’s incapacity to react to 

Pristina’s unilateral actions.   

 

Ms Vesna MARJANOVIĆ (MP, Democratic Party) underlined that there was no political and economic 

stability without democracy, rule of law and respect for human rights. However, some political parties 

and elites, including the right-wing were against representative democracy, independence of judiciary, 

freedom of expression and social rights. She addressed issue of the boycott of the Parliament by part of 

the opposition, which was not a simple and unanimous decision, as it was made after six years of 

tyrannical behaviour of the majority, characterized by the respect for the unique voice of a leader and 

the refusal to accept criticism. Thus, voters started to express dissatisfaction with several months of 

protests and demands for a Parliament that would be representative of all citizens and not just the ruling 

party. Furthermore, she underlined that there had been only two public hearings in the National 

Assembly during the last two years, being ten times less than the annual average, whereas the Committee 

for Culture had not initiated the procedure to elect a representative. Ms MARJANOVIĆ stressed the 

need to pay special attention to the media and self-censorship resulting from pressure, whereas the 

principle of inclusivity needed to be applied in practice when it comes to freedom of expression and 

implementing existing legislation. In addition, she stressed the need for the transparent work for the 

Regulatory Authority of Electronic Media (REM) and the election within its council which had been 

awaited for two years. Likewise, she argued for the necessity to promote a culture of public dialogue 

and support for independent and professional journalists, but also to create mechanisms to combat fake 

news. Concerning the economic reforms, she warned that macroeconomic indicators could not be the 

only factor as 400 000 children lived on the verge of poverty and half a million citizens could not satisfy 

their basic needs. Serbia therefore needs a stable labour market and reduced social differences and 

poverty through measures for tackling youth employment while keeping professionals in the country. 

Finally, she reiterated that the opposition wanted and had to participate in these issues, especially in 

promoting EU policies in Serbia. 

 

MEP Mr Gunnar HÖKMARK (EPP, SV) started his statement by expressing his hope for Serbia to 

become an EU member. He underlined that the EP was not critical to Serbia, but issues regarding 

freedom of press and the Freedom House ranking could not be ignored, and they needed to be dealt with. 

Mr HÖKMARK reiterated the need for opening further chapters and delivering results in the field of 

freedom of press. He also spoke about the role of the opposition and the country’s institutions. For him, 

democracy is based on compromising about political conflicts, but also consensus on common 

institutions that were supposed to solve them. Finally, he sent a strong message calling for all 

institutional problems to be solved in a way to achieve consensus on the legitimacy of institutions, media 

freedom and elections among others. 

 

Mr Vladimir ĐURIĆ (MP, Party of Modern Serbia) mentioned that there was not enough consensus on 

EU integration in Serbia. He opined that the government was nominally pro-European integration, and 

regretted the Eurosceptic and Europhobic standpoints among the public and in the media, which, in his 

view, paradoxically often came from pro-government media, and even media owned by Western 

European. Furthermore, the many pro-Russian standpoints should not be a problem in themselves, but 

they become one when Russia is presented as a threat to Western security. Concerning the protests and 

the situation in the Parliament, he underlined that the opposition was boycotting the National Assembly 

for months, and could even boycott the elections. The negative atmosphere within the Parliament is 

characterized by insults, shaming and naming and accusations, which finally resulted in the boycott. Mr 

ĐURIĆ reminded that his group was the only opposition group which had attended the spring meeting, 

showing readiness to improve the atmosphere in the Parliament. As for the protests, they are causing 



 

 

more radicalisation and polarisation in the public, whereas Serbia needs more consensus for European 

integration, but neither side is defusing tensions. He underlined that he does not approve the storming 

of the public broadcaster’s building, but the refusal of the government representatives to speak to the 

opposition was also counterproductive. Thus, dialogue is necessary between the government and the 

representatives of the opposition. Mr ĐURIĆ stated that in the election process before the election day 

many irregularities occurred which were noted by NGOs, such as the buying of votes with household 

items, the misuse of public resources by civil servants and public figures and intimidation of voters 

among others. Ordinary citizens are not aware of these irregularities, but are regularly updated on the 

President’s activities. In addition, Mr ĐURIĆ mentioned social problems pertaining to the rule of law 

including illegal constructions, but the brain-drain was a key economic problem as well, and he stated 

that the Serbian youth was already in the EU. 

 

Mr Vladimir ORLIĆ, Chair of the National Assembly Delegation to the EU-Serbia SAPC chaired the 

second part of the meeting. 
 

4. Dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina 

 

MEP Mr Jacques COLOMBIER (ENF, FR) stressed that Kosovo* was not recognized by five EU 

Member States, and that question needed to be solved within the EU before becoming a condition for 

accession. Furthermore, he reiterated that Kosovo and Metohija was an integral part of Serbia and the 

birthplace of Serbian Orthodoxy. Mr COLOMBIER reminded about the military intervention twenty 

years ago causing thousands of victims and giving birth to the so-called “Kosovo” , led by ex-KLA 

leaders who used to be labelled as terrorists. In addition, he mentioned the apartheid of 120.000 Serbs 

living in Kosovo and Metohija through discrimination in institutions regarding employment, social 

services and intimidation against practicing Christianity. He recalled the need for the Dialogue to be 

resumed, and condemned the imposition of 100% tax and Pristina’s refusal to suspend it. In addition, 

new laws on the so-called “Kosovo Security Forces and the Defence Ministry” are considered as a threat 

by Serbia and the Serbs living in Kosovo and Metohija putting the stability of the region at risk. All of 

these factors showed the incapacity of EU mediation, more so as Pristina refused to protect the rights of 

the Serb population. Mr COLOMBIER also cited Special Representative of the Secretary-General and 

Head of UNMIK, Mr Zahir TANIN, who had stated the absence of a united position in Pristina about 

the conditions for the Dialogue. Lastly, he recalled that it was up to Serbia to decide to re-obtain its 

sovereignty and integrity of its territory. 

 

Mr Ljubiša STOJMIROVIĆ (MP, Serbian Progressive Party) stated the need to solve the social, moral 

and spiritual problems in the question. He opined that the biggest issue was food, peace and jobs which 

would do away with all disagreements. He reiterated the need to reduce social differences saying that 

the EU should set aside a sum of money to invest in the development of the area, which would solve all 

problems. According to him, the EU turns a blind eye to the essence of the problem, but the discussion 

showed that people such as Mr COLOMBIER see the problem in a different light. Finally, he expressed 

his hope to find a solution to the issue in a civilised manner. 

 

Mr Milorad MIJATOVIĆ (MP, Socialist Democratic Party of Serbia) stressed that the Dialogue was 

interrupted by the 100% tax, and Serbia did not appreciate the suspension of the process. In addition, 

cancelling the taxes is a condition for resuming the Dialogue. He underlined that Serbia must not be the 

hostage of Pristina which made a satisfactory solution impossible, and wondered whether the EU should 

exert further pressure on Pristina or even separate the process of Serbian accession and the continuation 

of the Dialogue. The worsening of the situation is felt in the North and South part of Kosovo and 

Metohija where Serbs are afraid of the future. Finally, he reiterated that Serbia wanted an active role in 

this process. 

 

 

                                                 
* This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ 

Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence 



 

 

5. Adoption of Recommendations 

 

Following the detailed review of the amendments submitted, the Joint Declaration and 

Recommendations were adopted unanimously by both Delegations.  

 

 

6. Any other business 

 

No other business was discussed. 

 

 

7. Date and place of the next SAPC meeting 

 

The next meeting of the EU-Serbia Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee is scheduled 

to take place on 30-31 October 2019, in Belgrade. 

 

The meeting was closed on 27 March 2019, at 18:42 p.m. 


