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The meeting opened at 14.00 on Thursday, 6 September 2018, with Tonino PICULA (Chair)
presiding.

1. Adoption of the draft agenda

When adopting the draft Agenda, D-SEE Chair Mr PICULA expressed his regrets that due to
unavailability of a representative for Bosnia and Herzegovina the agenda point on Bosnia and
Herzegovina had to be cancelled last minute. At the same time, he was hopeful that a new
meeting could be organised following elections in Bosnia and Herzegovina on the 8th of
October 2018.

2. Exchange of views with H.E. Mr Bernard NIKAJ, Ambassador of the Republic of
Kosovo to the Kingdom of Belgium, Mr David CULLEN, Head of Unit, the former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Kosovo, DG Neighbourhood and
Enlargement Negotiations, European Commission and with Mr Clive
RUMBOLD, Deputy Head of Division "Western Balkans' in the European
External Action Service on the political and economic situation in Kosovo and on
its relations with the EU

In his opening remarks, D-SEE Chair Mr Picula praised Kosovo’s efforts deployed with a
view of fulfilling the required benchmarks for the Commission’s recommendation to abolish
short-term visas for citizens of Kosovo emphasizing Parliament’s role and support for the
process. Moreover, he called on the Council to follow the Commission's recommendation,
stressing that visa-free regime presented one of the most tangible and concrete of the
European project.

With regard to Dialogue, Mr Picula reminded that its final objective was to conclude a legally
binding agreement on comprehensive normalisation between Kosovo and Serbia in line with
EU acquis and international law. As for the much floated idea of the swap of territories, he
said that the Parliament would only support a long-lasting solution agreed within the
framework of the Dialogue and that would not jeopardize security and stability in the region.
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Finally, he expressed hope that this exchange of views would help the delegation better
prepare us for the 5th SAPC meeting in Pristina on 17-18 September.

Ambassador Mr Bernard NIKAJ presented Kosovo’s efforts to fulfil the last outstanding
criteria concluding the border demarcation agreement with Montenegro and strengthening
track-record in fighting organised crime in view of visa liberalisation. He welcomed the
LIBE’s overwhelming support of the Commission positive opinion on the issue. He expressed
anxiety to terminate the process as soon as possible. With regard to migration and the possible
misuse of visa liberalisation, the Ambassador stressed that Kosovo was no longer among the
top 30 countries of origin of asylum seekers in the EU and gave recent statistics with regard to
the country’s efforts deployed on the migration and security/fight against terrorism front.

Kosovo’s Ambassador also gave a very detailed overview of the measures Kosovo has taken
to tackle organised crime emphasizing Kosovo’s commitment to continue to implement
further requirements. He also mentioned the Government’s new information campaign
targeting citizens on benefits of visa liberalisation. With regard to the Dialogue Kosovo
Ambassador ensured participants of the country’s efforts to continue to work towards a
mutually acceptable agreement, including an Association of Serb-majority municipalities of
which a draft proposal was due to be presented next month, he said. He also added that the
Serbian side was lagging behind in implementing of the energy agreement. With regard to
economic development the Ambassador stressed the 4% annual growth in 2017, pointed to the
country’s digital connectivity (with 77% internet coverage), and also spoke about the
brain-drain the country was experiencing.

After shortly reviewing the Commission’s 2018 agenda with regard to the Western Balkans
Mr David CULLEN from DG NEAR, referred to the Commission 2018 Kosovo report,
which, in his view, showed a mixed picture. Mr CULLEN praised Kosovo’s achievements
concluding the border demarcation agreement with Montenegro and strengthening track-
record in fighting organised crime. He also pointed to the remaining challenges, including
insufficient and legislative activity, the quality of which left room for improvement especially
with regard to financial and sustainability impact assessment. He said the Commission was
looking forward to the adoption of a series of law within the field of rule of law. He called
particularly important the independence and professionalism of the judiciary, including the
Public Prosecution and the public administration reform. He singled out the law on salaries, as
an example where financial sustainability should be looked at. Mr Cullen said that overall
implementation of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement and that of the European
Reform Agenda was progressing, but not as fast as the Commission would have hoped for.
Mr Clived stressed that further commitment of Kosovo authorities was expected in the areas
of judiciary, education, environment, public administration reform, public financial
management, where IPA was there to support Kosovo.

Mr Clive RUMBOLD from EEAS started with a few words on the regional context,
mentioning a number of milestones in the EU-Western Balkans relations, including high-level
visits, the Western Balkans strategy, the Sofia Summit, and the June Council conclusions. He
stressed that Kosovo had the same opportunities as the rest of the region with regard to the
European perspective. He praised Kosovo’s achievements concluding the border demarcation
agreement with Montenegro and strengthening track-record in fighting organised crime. He
expressed hope that the EU would also deliver on its promises. Mr RUMBOLD called on
Kosovo to make continuous efforts in the field of rule of law, migration and on security. He
agreed with the previous speaker in saying that the Commission 2018 report on Kosovo
showed mixed results and reminded that Kosovo needed to step up its efforts in implementing
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its Stabilisation and Association Agreement and the European Reform Agenda. He said that
Kosovo was expected to stand by its commitments in the field of rule of law, the fight against
corruption and organised crime and the support of Specialist Chambers. As for the Dialogue,
he said that parties should aim at achieving a legally binding agreement on comprehensive
normalization of relations in line with EU acquis/values and international law, based on
mutual consent and respecting the multi-ethnic character of both Serbia and Kosovo without
setting a precedent elsewhere in the world.

Julie WARD (S&D, UK) expressed satisfaction that visa liberalisation was making progress
during her mandate. She raised the issue of environment protection, where things could be
done on the local level, mentioning her recent visit to Genica, Kosovo where the mayor was
undertaking some public action in that regard. She urged to find ways to encourage these
actions, possibly including connecting Kosovar regions with European ones. In addition, she
also raised the contentious issues of financial payment to women victims of sexual abuse
during the war and that of the abduction and illegal deportation to Turkey of six Turkish
nationals at/from Pristina airport over Good Friday week-end. With regard to this latter, she
stressed that it was a great concern that it could happen in democratic country.

D-SEE Chair Mr Tonino Picula (S&D, HR) enquired about how Kosovo government was
coping with the informal economy, what proportion of the GDP it represented and how the
privatisation of state-owned companies was going on. With regard to migration Mr PICULA
was wondering how much brain-drain was impacting Kosovo. In addition, he was asking
whether the polarisation of political landscape in Kosovo might block the current progress.

With regard to victims of sexual abuse Ambassador NIKAJ replied that the Government for
the first time set aside a special budget for that effect and the process was in progress with an
intergovernmental working group dedicated it. As for the environmental issue, he briefed
participants of the recent establishment of another inter-governmental working group called
“Let’s clean Kosovo”, which in the next four months would work with all the municipalities
and all the mayors in order to undertake actions to clean Kosovo as much as it is possible.
Furthermore, Kosovo’s Ambassador reassured MEPs that the abduction of Turkish nationals
was not linked to any political intervention, stating that following the incident Prime Minister
HARADINAJ made his Minister of Interior and Head of Intelligence resign. He also added
that Kosovo authorities undertook the most serious measures to resolve this incident,
including the establishment of an ad-hoc parliamentary committee to investigate the case.

With regard to questions asked by Mr Picula, he stressed that brain-drain did affect Kosovo,
especially in the health-sector. With regard to informal economy, he confirmed that 30% of
Kosovo economy was informal, and referred to measures taken to address it over the years,
including steps to counter tax evasion and smuggling. As for state-owned enterprises, he said
that it was difficult to distinguish between the process of state-building and economic
development. He presented three streams of actions: first, make sure that state-owned
enterprises with a potential did realise their potential, second was the creation of jobs
especially in the agricultural sector, and third was developing the digital economy. With
regard to the political landscape, he stressed that the ability of Kosovo parties to come to a
consensus on the border demarcation agreement with Montenegro showed that once there was
an important political stake, a consensus was possible.
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3. Consideration of the draft agenda and the draft programme for the 5" meeting of
the EU-Kosovo Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee on 17-18
September 2018 in Pristina

The meeting continued with presentation of the draft programme and draft Agenda by D-SEE
Chair. The draft Agenda was adopted as presented. First speakers were still missing on a few
Agenda points, but Mr PICULA expressed hope that all agenda points would be covered by
EP speakers during the SAPC. Mr PICULA told participants that he was expecting the
Kosovar Chairperson to react to the EP’s proposed draft recommendations by the beginning
of next week the latest.

4. Any other business

None.

5. Date and place of the next SAPC meeting

The Chairman informed participants that the 5th meeting of the EU-Kosovo Stabilisation
Association Parliamentary Committee would take place on 17 and 18 September 2018, in
Pristina, Kosovo.

The meeting closed at 15.06.
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