
 

Standing Subcommittee of the Main Committee on European Union Affairs on 8 April 2010 

 

Committee statement 

 

concerning the amended proposal for a Regulation (EU) of the European Parliament and of 

the Council on establishing an Agency for the operational management of large-scale IT 

systems in the area of freedom, security and justice COM (2010) 93 final / 28316/EU 

XXIV.GP). 

 

I. 

 

The legal instruments for establishing the second-generation Schengen Information System 

(SIS II), the Visa Information System (VIS) and EURODAC contain provisions for the long-

term operational management of these three IT systems. Instead of entrusting three separate 

facilities with the operation of these systems, the Regulation calls for the creation of a new 

European agency to carry out this task. As the Standing Subcommittee of the Main 

Committee on European Union Affairs stressed in its opinion to be forwarded by the 

Commission to the European Parliament and the Council “An area of freedom, security and 

justice in the service of citizens” (14104/EU XXIV.GP),  efforts to strengthen transborder 

data exchange must ensure that a high level of data protection is guaranteed and that legal 

protection mechanisms be made available if required. Although the current proposal does not 

concern the establishment of a new database or the enlargement of an existing one, the joint 

operation of such systems by a single institution will no doubt have a direct impact on data 

protection issues—in particular with regard to the purpose of the systems and their 

interoperability. These concerns were outlined in detail in the opinion by the European Data 

Protection Supervisor on the original Commission proposal (Official Journal 2010/C 70/13), 

which also contained recommendations to allay these concerns. The Standing Subcommittee 

of the Main Committee on European Union Affairs believes that the implementation of these 

recommendations would be a precondition for guaranteeing the necessary high level of data 

protection. 

 

The responsible member of the Federal Government is therefore requested in the discussions 

in the European Union on a Regulation (EU) of the European Parliament and of the Council 

on establishing an Agency for the operational management of large-scale IT systems in the 

area of freedom, security and justice to urge that the recommendations of the European Data 

Protection Supervisor be examined, that the Data Protection Committee be involved and that 

the National Council be notified in a suitable manner. 
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II. 

 

The EU Subcommittee assumes that the competent member of the Federal Government will 

act in the negotiations and voting in the Council on this proposal in compliance with this 

Committee statement. 


