
Re. Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on combating 
sexual abuse, the sexual exploitation of children and child pornography, repealing 
Framework Decision 2004/68/JHA 

DOCUMENT APPROVED BY THE EUROPEAN UNION POLICIES COMMITTEE OF 

ITALY’S CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES 

 

The European Union Policies Committee, 
 

Having examined the proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the 

Council on combating sexual abuse, sexual exploitation of children and child pornography, 

repealing Framework Decision 2004/68/JHA in terms of its compatibility with the principle of 

subsidiarity in relation to the early warning procedure provided by Protocol 2 annexed to the Lisbon 

Treaty; 

Whereas: 

• the sexual abuse and exploitation of children and child pornography are increasing to 

an alarming degree: in the EU between 10 per cent and 20 per cent of children are 

reportedly exposed to the risk of sexual abuse, and in 2008 some 1500 websites were 

identified displaying child pornography; 

 

• the sale of child pornographic materials is an activity in which organised crime is 

heavily involved, and in many instances it is connected with such crimes as the 

trafficking of human beings; 

 

• this is  mainly a transnational phenomenon which necessarily requires legislative 

action by the European Union; 

 

• this proposal for a directive calls for a significant approximation of the substantive 

criminal law of Member States in order to counteract the tendency for this crime to be 

committed in countries with less stringent legislation; it therefore entails wide-ranging 

legislative action affecting both procedural and substantive law according to a 

coherent and comprehensive rationale; 

 



• this proposal is to be welcomed and appears to be fully compliant with the principle of 

subsidiarity, considering  the features of these crimes and the spread of cross-border 

practices;  

 

DECLARES 

 

that the proposal for a directive is compliant with the principle of subsidiarity as 

set out in Article 5 of the Treaty on the European Union. 


