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CONTRIBUTION ON THE REFORM OF THE COMMON FISHERIES POLICY [CFP] FROM THE 

OIREACHTAS JOINT COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, FOOD AND THE MARINE [IRISH PARLIAMENT] 
IN THE CONTEXT OF POLITICAL DIALOGUE 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
The Oireachtas Joint Committee on Agriculture, Food and the Marine (the 

Committee) has noted carefully the state-of-play on the Common Fisheries Policy 

(CFP) reform negotiations, particularly in recent months under the Irish Presidency.  

The Committee has also taken evidence recently from departmental officials, 

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.  On the basis of the evidence taken 

in the proceedings and otherwise, the Committee wishes to make the following 

general observations. 

 

The main potential benefit of a reformed CFP system is that it provides a system 

which aspires to the structured and sustainable management of international fishing 

activity in each of the key areas of interest to Fishermen.  Furthermore, the 

European Union Single Market and the common market organisation of the Common 

Fisheries Policy has provided the Irish fishing industry with stable access to the EU 

Seafood Market, the most valuable seafood market in the world.  

 

The Committee considers that the commendable key objective of the CFP, which is 

to deliver a sustainable and eco-centred fisheries landscape for future generations, 

can be achieved but there is a need to take a balanced approach that protects and 

enhances the social and economic fabric of rural and coastal communities, including 

the 12,000 jobs, which are dependent on the seafood sector in Ireland.  

 

In relation to the CFP reform negotiations, the Committee would like to make the 

following specific observations: 

 

Discards 

The Committee has raised the issue of discards on several occasions and is greatly 

encouraged by the political will across the Union to halt a practice that serves no 

productive purpose.  

 

The Committee is strongly in favour of an EU wide discards ban and considers the 

successful brokering of the phased implementation of a ban across fisheries in 

European waters agreed at February’s EU Fisheries Council to be a significant 

achievement.   

 

Imposition of a discard ban should be reflected in figures that ultimately influence 

quota and Total Allowable Catch (TAC) allocations.  
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The Committee supports the Council’s approach which it considers ambitious yet 

practical. It is also encouraged that 26 out of 27 Member States support this 

approach.  

 

Hague Preferences 

The Hague Resolution of 1976 is of critical importance and the Committee considers 

the Council position more than unwelcome. What it means is that each year Ireland 

must fight to retain preferences which the Committee considers should be 

permanently enshrined. The Committee supports the EU Parliament position on this 

issue and notes Article 16, Point 1(a) of the Parliament’s resolution which states:  

 

“When deciding on quota allocations each year, the Council shall take full account of 

regions where local communities are especially dependent on fisheries and related 

activities as decided by the Council in its Resolution of 3 November 1976, on certain 

external aspects of the creation of a 200-mile fishing zone in the Community with 

effect from 1 January 1977, and in particular Annex VII thereto.” 

 

Maximum Sustainable Yield 

The Committee is particularly concerned with the on-going discussions as to how 

Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY) will be delivered in practice. The Committee 

supports the Council position which it considers to be a practical approach to 

managing fishing exploitation rates at levels capable of producing MSY by 2015, 

where possible and for all stocks by 2020. It is considered that the Parliament’s 

position on this issue goes too far and while idealistic in theory, it is unachievable in 

practice.  

 

Regionalisation 

Introducing effective regionalisation mechanisms is central to a credible, flexible and 

more widely accepted CFP. The Committee maintains its view that regionalisation 

would address the over centralisation of the existing CFP and would simplify and 

decentralise decision-making, agreement on design, procedures and other 

modalities.  

 

The method proposed for regionalisation and adopted in the Council general 

approach is favoured by the Committee as it ensures that all fishermen are governed 

by the same rules in a given fishing area. The Committee is concerned that the EU 

Parliament proposal, whereby each Member State would implement national 

measures for their own fleet could lead to a raft of divergent national measures being 

applied to fishing vessels operating beside each other in the same fishery.  
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Transferrable Fishing Concessions 

The Committee considers that Transferrable Fishing Concessions (TFCs) and the 

proposal from the Commission that they would be mandatory in every Member State 

would pose serious threats to the Irish fishing Industry. Although the voluntary 

system (i.e. removing the mandatory aspect) proposed in the Council position is a 

step in the right direction, the Committee applauds the decision by the EU 

Parliament to remove all reference to TFCs from the reform package. This would 

ensure that fishing quotas will not fall into the hands of large scale operators at the 

expense of local producers.  

 

The Committee would be grateful if its observations would be taken into account in 

the context of the on-going political negotiations and look forward to further dialogue 

and cooperation.  

 
_________________________ 

Andrew Doyle T.D. 

Chairman 

28 March 2013 

 


