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COURTESY TRANSLATION 

 

Dear Mr Šefčovič, 

 

The standing committee for Immigration & Asylum / Justice and Home Affairs Council (I&A/JBZ) 

and the standing committee for Security & Justice (V&J) of the Senate of the States General 

have considered the proposal for a Regulation on the European Union Agency for Criminal Jus-

tice Cooperation (Eurojust).1 In the context of the dialogue with the European Commission, the 

members of the parliamentary parties of the VVD (People’s Party for Freedom and Democracy)2 

and the SP (Socialist Party)3 have the following comments and questions about the proposal.  

 

The members of the VVD parliamentary party have a number of questions about the yellow card 

procedure relating to the proposed regulation on the establishment of the European Public Pros-

ecutor’s Office. These members wish to learn from the European Commission what consequenc-

es this procedure will have for the proposed Eurojust regulation. Does the European Commis-

sion see any reason to reconsider the proposed Eurojust regulation. These members would also 

like to be informed what elements from the ‘common approach on decentralised EU agencies’ 

have been taken into account in this proposal and in what way. Finally, the members of the VVD 

parliamentary party wonder what problems have occurred or have been experienced to date in 

respect of the powers of the national members of Eurojust. They would request the European 

Commission to indicate to what extent it expects that the proposed article 8 (powers of national 

members) of the proposed Eurojust regulation will provide a lasting solution for these problems.  

                                                
1  Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on the European Union Agency 
for Criminal Justice Cooperation (Eurojust), COM (2013) 535, dated 17 July 2013. For the passage of this 
proposal through the Senate, see E-file E130040 at op www.europapoort.nl. 
2  The VVD has 16 seats in the Senate of the States General.    
3  The SP has 8 seats in the Senate of the States General. 
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The members of the SP parliamentary party would point out that they are critical of the pro-

posal because they consider the regulation to be a direct consequence of the establishment of a 

European Public Prosecutor’s Office.    

 

The members of the SP parliamentary party wonder why Eurojust could not itself perform the 

tasks of the European Public Prosecutor’s Office. Is the European Commission of the opinion 

that Eurojust functions inadequately? If so, the members wish to be informed what problems 

the European Commission has identified at Eurojust.  

 

The members of the SP parliamentary party also wish to learn from the European Commission 

whether Eurojust and the Member States are failing to take adequate action to follow up on the 

investigations conducted by the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF). The members wonder what 

could have prompted the European Commission in this connection to propose the establishment 

of a European Public Prosecutor’s Office.  

 

The members of the SP parliamentary party wonder whether, in situations where Member 

States take no action after receiving information from OLAF, this is due to a failure on the part 

of the Member States, to the poor quality of OLAF investigations and procedural errors by OLAF, 

or possibly to a lack of coordination by Eurojust. The members of the SP parliamentary party 

wish to learn from the European Commission how the regulation would provide a solution for 

these problems. 

 

The members of the standing committees for Immigration & Asylum / Justice and Home Affairs 

Council and for Security & Justice look forward with interest to receiving the replies of the Euro-

pean Commission and would like to receive them no later than three months from the date of 

this letter.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Dr. G. ter Horst      Dr. A.W. Duthler 

Chair of the standing committee     Chair of the standing committee 

for Immigration & Asylum / Justice and   for Security and Justice 

Home Affairs Council 

 

 

 


