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The Senate

I.
1. Welcomes

in general, the initiatives aimed at ensuring energy security, not only with
regard to the current unstable situation in Ukraine and some other countries
exporting oil, but primarily due to the high dependence of the Member States
on energy imports from third countries;

2. Recalls
that addressing the issue of the EU’s energy security is one of the five main
priorities identified in the Strategic Agenda for the Union in Times of Change,
which is annexed to the European Council Conclusions of 26/27th June 2014;

3. Adds
that the issue of EU energy policy has been in the centre of its attention for a
long time and recalls in this context the Senate’s Resolution No. 463 of 23rd
April 2014 on the 2030 Framework for clime and energy policies, in which the
Senate stressed that reducing dependence on non-European energy sources
for example through renewable sources, which is desirable, should be done in
a cost effective manner not harming the competitiveness of the European
economy;

II.
1. Stresses

that the EU must act in a collective and coordinated manner while addressing
issues of energy self-sufficiency and security; it is necessary to prevent some
Member States from undertaking partial steps in the field of energy policy
which harm or may harm the others;



2. Considers it essential
that the European Union diversifies its energy resources as quickly as possible,
including their transit routes, particularly in order to reduce dependence on
existing dominant suppliers of these raw materials from countries outside the
EU;

3. Adds
that effective supervision of dominant actors in the energy market (e.g.
transmission system operators), including surveillance of their economic
stability, by energy regulators is also essential for energy security;

4. Notes
that the EU has not learned a lesson from the gas crisis of 2009 and so far
failed to complete the Southern Corridor although the construction of a gas
pipeline to strengthen the supply from the Caspian Basin was regarded as a
priority; the Southern Corridor could inter alia provide additional impetus for
integration of Balkan states into the EU and strengthen relations with Southern
Caucasus states in the Eastern Partnership project;

5. Supports
nuclear energy as a low carbon source of electricity which is also, in contrast
to some renewable energy sources (e.g. solar and wind energy), a stable
source in terms of the safety of transmission systems; another important
advantage of nuclear energy is the possibility of securing long-term and stable
supply of fuel;

6. Notes repeatedly
that the massive deployment of renewables in the energy mix of the Member
States with the help of various support schemes significantly distorts the
energy market and greatly increases the cost of producing energy for
consumers, which certainly does not lead to the desired limitation of
dependence on energy sources from outside the EU;

7. Believes
that the mere interaction of free market principles cannot by itself ensure the
EU’s energy security, and therefore considers it essential to supplement the
agenda of the EU single energy market by measures aimed at strengthening
energy security such as establishing cross-border interconnections of energy
networks or ensuring the possibility of reverse flow of gas, as well as technical
measures against the negative effects of unscheduled loop flows on
transmission networks arising from unstable output of solar and wind power
plants;

8. Remarks
that a reduction of energy intensity leading to a reduction of energy
consumption is one of the ways to achieve greater energy security, meet the
goals of climate protection and also save often irreplaceable and non-
renewable resources for more efficient use and for future generations;
however, it is not entirely convinced that the extent of savings mentioned in
the Communication can really be achieved by increasing the energy efficiency
of buildings, and has also doubts about the efficiency and technical
functionality of the method of carbon capture and storage;

III.
1. Requests

the Government to inform the Senate about the way this position was taken
into account and about further initiatives following this Communication;

2. Authorises



the President of the Senate to forward this Resolution to the European
Commission.
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