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Political Contribution – COM (2015) 177 : Proposal for a Regulation of the 

European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EC) No 

1829/2003 as regards the possibility for the Member States to restrict or 

prohibit the use of genetically modified food and feed on their territory. 

 

Introduction  

The Oireachtas Joint Committee on Agriculture, Food and the Marine (the 

Committee) has considered COM (2015) 177: Proposal for a Regulation of the 

European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003 

as regards the possibility for the Member States to restrict or prohibit the use of 

genetically modified food and feed on their territory.  

Background 

The topic of genetically modified organisms was on the Committee’s Work 

Programme for 2015 because it has been recognised as an important developing 

policy area for the Committee. Additionally, the Committee is aware that the issue of 

GMOs in being considered by both the EU and the USA as part of the ongoing 

negotiations of the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP). The 

potential use of GMOs is an emotive issue for a traditionally family-based agricultural 

model such as Ireland, where smaller holdings have been the norm. 

The Committee invited before it officials from the Department of Agriculture, Food 

and the Marine, the Department of Health, Food Safety Authority Ireland and the 

Environmental Protection Agency at a Committee meeting on 9th June 2015 to gain a 

thorough understanding of the proposal. Having considered the proposal, the 

Committee is submitting this political contribution for the consideration of the 

European Commission. 

GMOs and Ireland  

The animal feed sector in Ireland, including the importers and feed manufacturers 

are strongly opposed to the proposal to restrict accessibility to imports of authorised 

GM feeds. The Irish compound feed manufacturers strongly support the Department 

of Agriculture, Food and Marine’s current policy of positive but precautionary stance 

in relation to the authorisation of the GM applications for feed. The issue has been 

discussed with the Irish Grain and Feed Association who represent feed importers 

and manufacturers. We also anticipate discussions on these proposals with farmer 

representatives and NGOs interested in the environment. 
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The Committee’s views on COM (2015) 177 

1. The Committee does not agree with the proposal in its current form as it 

believes that it may excessively increase the presence of GMOs within the EU 

food chain. 

 

2. The agricultural heritage of Ireland has traditionally been non-GMO based, 

and the Committee is apprehensive of Commission proposals which may 

impinge on this.  

 

3. The criteria on which a Member State can object to the entry of a GMO 

product into its country are very restrictive under the proposal. 

 

4. The Committee is sceptical on the issue of who will benefit from the 

liberalisation of GMO materials in the EU. While the ambition of the 

Commission may be to enable smaller farmers to utilise GMO products if they 

so choose, it may be the case that larger corporations exploit the situation to 

control the market. 

 

5. The Committee is wary of the potential for unauthorised or unapproved GMO 

material creeping into the food chain of the EU. 

 

6. Increased yields of crops with the assistance of GMO materials could severely 

damage the indigenous grain industry in Ireland as such crops are generally 

much cheaper to produce. 

 

7. GMO-based production tends to flourish in low income economies. The 

expansion of GMO products across the EU may therefore damage European 

economies by lowering the economic value of production. 

 

8. This proposal comes at a time when Ireland is attempting to encourage an 

increase in organic products entering the Irish food market, and may damage 

consumer confidence in the organic food industry if it proceeds as proposed.  

 

9. The Committee is apprehensive of an ever increasing use of GMO products 

should this proposal proceed. TTIP negotiations may result in the USA 

promoting their more accepting views on GMOs onto the EU if proposals such 

as this pass.  

 

The Committee’s recommendations on COM (2015) 177 

1. Proposals from the Commission should prioritise the development of protein 

crops within the EU before considering policies which expand the use of GMO 

food and feed within the EU.  
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2. The Committee believes that the European Food Safety Authority should 

persist with pan-European responsibility for assessing the safety of GMOs. 

 

3. Any GMO product on sale should be clearly marked as such so that a 

consumer can make an informed decision on whether or not to purchase it. 

 

The Joint Committee wishes for its views to be taken into account and looks forward 
to the response to its observations from the European Commission. 
 

 

_______________________________ 

Andrew Doyle T.D. 
Chairman 
19th June 2015 

 
 


