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Under Article 6 of the Protocol (No 2) on the application of the principles of subsidiarity and 
proportionality, national parliaments may, within eight weeks of the date of transmission of a 
draft legislative act, send the Presidents of the European Parliament, the Council and the 
Commission a reasoned opinion stating why they consider that the draft in question does not 
comply with the principle of subsidiarity.

The Swedish Riksdag has sent the attached reasoned opinion on the aforementioned proposal 
for a directive.

Under Parliament’s Rules of Procedure the Committee on Legal Affairs is responsible for 
matters relating to compliance with the subsidiarity principle.
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ANNEX

Reasoned opinion of the Riksdag

Opinion No 2017/18:MJU25 of the Committee on Environment and Agriculture presents the 
findings from the Committee’s examination of the application of the principle of subsidiarity 
to the Commission proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on 
unfair trading practices in business-to-business relationships in the food supply chain 
(COM(2018) 173). In the light of this examination, the Riksdag considers that the directive 
conflicts with the principle of subsidiarity.  The reasons for the Riksdag’s assessment are as 
follows.

The Riksdag considers that the question of unfair trading practices used by businesses in the 
food supply chain should be taken very seriously, but that such practices are best combated at 
national level. There are a number of reasons for this. As recently as 2016, the European 
Commission said that it believed that EU regulation was not warranted. The Riksdag 
considers it important that freedom of contract, as it exists in Sweden, should be safeguarded. 
In addition to this, in the opinion of the Riksdag, it is questionable whether unfair trading 
practices in the food sector need to be curbed by means of EU regulation. The Riksdag also 
considers that the Commission and the Government have not sufficiently clarified in what 
way the proposal aims to solve cross-border problems in the internal market.
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