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Under Article 6 of the Protocol (No 2) on the application of the principles of subsidiarity and 

proportionality, national parliaments may, within eight weeks of the date of transmission of a 

draft legislative act, send the Presidents of the European Parliament, the Council and the 

Commission a reasoned opinion stating why they consider that the draft in question does not 

comply with the principle of subsidiarity. 

The Swedish Parliament (Riksdag) has sent the attached reasoned opinion on the 

aforementioned proposal for a directive. 

Under Parliament’s Rules of Procedure the Committee on Legal Affairs is responsible for 

matters relating to compliance with the subsidiarity principle. 
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EN 

ANNEX 

Reasoned opinion of the Riksdag 

 

As a preliminary observation, the Riksdag wishes to stress that road safety is an important 

issue and that Sweden is seeking to attain the long-term objective of ensuring that no one is 

killed or seriously injured as a result of road accidents. Sweden is also actively participating 

in international efforts to develop global traffic safety. 

 

The Riksdag notes that it is the Union’s strategic road safety objective to halve the number of 

road deaths by 2020 compared to 2010 and to move close to zero fatalities by 2050 (‘Vision 

Zero’). The Riksdag welcomes the fact that road safety in the EU has improved significantly 

in recent decades. The Riksdag notes that the improvements in road safety have been achieved 

by means of measures taken not only at EU level but also at national, regional and local 

levels. The general objective of the Commission proposal is to reduce the number of deaths 

and serious injuries on the roads. The Riksdag welcomes the pursuit of such initiatives, 

particularly with an increased focus on vulnerable road users, especially as no progress has 

been made towards Vision Zero of late. 

 

The Riksdag notes that roads within the trans-European transport network (TEN-T) are 

already covered by rules at EU level and therefore takes the view that the changes proposed in 

the Directive in relation to those roads comply with the subsidiarity principle. However, the 

Riksdag has reservations about the Commission’s proposal in Article 1 to extend the scope of 

the Directive to cover roads outside the TEN-T as well. The Riksdag indeed agrees with the 

Commission’s assessment that certain external consequences arising from road accidents, 

such as congestion and traffic disruptions, can be of a cross-border nature and thus in 

principle justify regulation at EU level. However, the Riksdag considers that such 

consequences are largely confined to TEN-T roads and do not affect those other roads to 

which it is now proposed that the scope of the legislation should be extended. 

 

Moreover, external costs arising from fatalities and injuries are not normally such as to justify 

action at Union level. Nor can the Riksdag see any clear structural reasons why the EU is in a 

position to assess and manage such costs better than individual Member States. 

 

The proposal includes rules on the use and maintenance of road signs and markings to enable 

them to be read by automated vehicles. The Riksdag considers that such rules, if they are to 

be introduced, do not have to apply to roads outside the TEN-T network in order to fulfil their 

purpose of setting a standard for the readability of road infrastructure by vehicles. 

 

In conclusion, it is the view of the Riksdag that, on the basis of the Commission’s current 

material, it cannot be argued that action by the EU is required to achieve the stated objectives 

in terms of improved road safety on all types of road, as currently proposed. The Riksdag 

therefore considers the Commission proposal to amend the Directive on road infrastructure 

safety management to be incompatible with the principle of subsidiarity as regards the 

extension of the scope of the Directive. 


