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Under Article 6 of the Protocol (No 2) on the application of the principles of subsidiarity and 
proportionality, national parliaments may, within eight weeks of the date of transmission of a 
draft legislative act, send the Presidents of the European Parliament, the Council and the 
Commission a reasoned opinion stating why they consider that the draft in question does not 
comply with the principle of subsidiarity.

The Swedish Parliament (Riksdag) has sent the attached reasoned opinion on the 
aforementioned proposal for a regulation.

Under Parliament’s Rules of Procedure the Committee on Legal Affairs is responsible for 
matters relating to compliance with the subsidiarity principle.
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ANNEX

Reasoned opinion of the Riksdag

As a preliminary observation, the Riksdag would like to mention that it has previously made 
the point that a properly functioning and sustainable transport system for the long term is a 
vital precondition for tackling climate change and increasing the EU’s competitiveness and 
potential for growth. The Riksdag agrees with the Commission that investment in 
infrastructure, including the completion of the TEN-T, is an important tool for promoting the 
transition to such a transport system. In this context, the Riksdag welcomes the three elements 
of the Mobility Package, which includes the proposal for a Regulation on measures to 
advance the completion of the TEN-T. The proposal aims to avoid delays and uncertainty in 
the implementation of TEN-T projects, partly by introducing an integrated planning and 
permit process. In the view of the Riksdag, it is of great importance that the TEN-T is 
implemented without unnecessary delays. The Riksdag can therefore welcome the purpose of 
the Commission proposal. At the same time, however, the Riksdag has concerns about certain 
aspects of the proposal’s compatibility with the principle of subsidiarity, as set out below.

More specifically, the Riksdag has objections on grounds of subsidiarity to Articles 4-6 
concerning the introduction of an integrated planning and permit procedure for projects within 
the TEN-T core network. The Riksdag recalls that the TEN-T essentially comprises national 
transport networks which in turn are subject to national planning and permit procedures. The 
TEN-T therefore already comprises an integrated part of national planning and permit 
procedures. The Riksdag has also observed that the Swedish Government is active in 
implementing the TEN-T Regulation and takes account both of the Riksdag’s objectives and 
intentions and of the EU’s objectives in the planning of transport infrastructure. The EU’s 
objectives in the TEN-T Regulation are also in line with Sweden’s transport policy objectives. 
Like the Government, the Riksdag therefore does not see any need for EU legislation 
comprehensively regulating national planning and permit procedures as well as the 
functioning of national institutions, including local and regional self-government. The 
Riksdag considers rather that the objective of the proposal for a Regulation, namely to prevent 
delays and uncertainty in the implementation of the TEN-T core network, can best be attained 
by means of procedures based on, and taking into account, national, regional and local 
conditions, skills and resources. In the proposal, the Commission states that an integrated 
planning and permit process will reduce the complexity of the decision-making process while 
improving efficiency and transparency. However, the Riksdag fears that the proposal would 
have the opposite effect in Member States which already have effective planning and permit 
procedures, being likely to reduce the scope for cost-effective decisions by failing to make 
allowance for local and regional conditions and sources of financing. As regards the proposed 
measures concerning priority treatment of projects of common interest, increased powers for 
European Coordinators and making technical assistance available, the Riksdag has no 
objections.

In sum, the Riksdag endorses the purpose of the Commission proposal, but considers that the 
parts of it which provide for the introduction of an integrated planning and permit granting 
procedure are contrary to the principle of subsidiarity.
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