
 

NP\1157004EN.docx  PE623.873v01-00 

EN United in diversity EN 

European Parliament 
2014-2019  

 

Committee on Legal Affairs 
 

13.9.2018 

NATIONAL PARLIAMENT REASONED 
OPINION ON SUBSIDIARITY 

Subject: Reasoned opinion of the Swedish Parliament on the proposal for a Council 

decision on the system of Own Resources of the European Union 

 (COM(2018)0325 – C8-0201/2018 – 2018/0135(CNS)) 

 

Under Article 6 of the Protocol (No 2) on the application of the principles of subsidiarity and 

proportionality, national parliaments may, within eight weeks of the date of transmission of a 

draft legislative act, send the Presidents of the European Parliament, the Council and the 

Commission a reasoned opinion stating why they consider that the draft in question does not 

comply with the principle of subsidiarity. 

The Swedish Parliament has sent the attached reasoned opinion on the aforementioned 

proposal for a decision. 

Under Parliament’s Rules of Procedure the Committee on Legal Affairs is responsible for 

matters relating to compliance with the subsidiarity principle. 
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EN 

ANNEX 

Reasoned opinion of the Riksdag 

 

The Riksdag has considered the Commission proposal for a Council decision on the system of 

Own Resources of the European Union (COM(2018)0325 and the Commission proposal for a 

regulation laying down implementing measures for the system of Own Resources of the 

European Union (COM(2018)0327). 

 

As regards the EU budget and the negotiations on the future Multiannual Financial 

Framework, the Riksdag has stressed on numerous occasions that Sweden will continue to 

work towards an effective and prudent EU budgetary policy which makes cost-effective use 

of EU funds and adheres to strict budgetary discipline. Sweden’s restrictive basic approach to 

the EU’s budgetary policy has firm support in the Riksdag. On the revenue side, the Riksdag 

has pointed out that the current own resources system is basically fit for purpose. What are 

called rebates are a way of bringing about fair funding of joint measures and should thus be 

safeguarded. The Riksdag strongly opposes the financing of the EU budget from various taxes 

and therefore considers that the EU should not have the power of taxation. 

 

The Riksdag considers that the Commission’s own resources proposal and proposal for the 

implementation of the own resources system contain provisions that are problematic and too 

far-reaching to achieve the objectives of the proposals. This is particularly the case for the 

basket of three new own resources proposed by the Commission: a contribution based on 

revenue from the European Emissions Trading System, a contribution calculated on the 

amount of non-recycled plastic packaging waste, and a contribution based on a share of the 

EU’s Common Consolidated Corporate Tax Base.  

 

The Riksdag considers, in particular, that it is too far-reaching to decide on a new own 

resource based on revenue from a proposal that has not been adopted. That is the case with 

regard to the proposal for a Directive on a Common Consolidated Corporate Tax Base 

(CCCTB). 

 

The Riksdag recalls that, when the proposal on a CCCTB was considered, the Riksdag did not 

consider it compatible with the principle of subsidiarity (Opinion 2016/17:SkU17). That 

remains its assessment now, and it likewise applies to the closely related proposal for a 

Common Corporate Tax Base (CCTB) (Opinion 2016/17:SkU16). The Riksdag observed that 

the objectives set by the Commission applied to both proposals for directives, which made it 

difficult to assess whether the objectives of the respective proposals could be sufficiently 

achieved by the Member States or could be better achieved at Union level. The Riksdag 

agreed with the Government that Member States are, in the first instance, the more suitable 

authority to decide what form corporate taxation should take. As regards the form to be taken 

by the proposed allocation key, the Riksdag observed that the outcome of the distribution of 

profits would depend on national circumstances in the Member State concerned and would 

therefore vary very widely between Member States. Finally, the Riksdag shared the 

Government’s view that many parts of the proposal are vague, imprecise, opaque and unclear. 

 

In the light of the above, the Riksdag considers that the Commission proposal on the EU’s 

own resources and the implementation of the own resources system cannot be considered 

compatible with the principle of subsidiarity. 


