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Dear Mr Timmermans, 

 

The standing committees on European Affairs and on Justice and Security of the Dutch Senate have 

read with interest the Communication ‘Strengthening the rule of law within the Union: A blueprint 

for action’, COM(2019)343.1 As part of the political dialogue, the members of the PVV parliamentary 

group2 would like to put some questions and comments to the European Commission.  

 

The European Commission states that responsibility to ensure the respect of the rule of law lies pri-

marily with each individual member state.3 At the same time, according to the Commission, there is 

also a responsibility with regard to the Union and to other member states. The members of the PVV 

parliamentary group would like to ask whether the Netherlands is therefore partially responsible for 

other member states.  

 

The Commission also states that, in this context, the principle of sincere cooperation underlines the 

duty of the Union and the member states to provide proportionate assistance to member states in 

ensuring the respect of the rule of law, in order to prevent the Union’s objectives being jeopardised.4 

                                                

1 Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the European Council, the Council, the Euro-

pean Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions – Strengthening the rule of law within 

the Union: A blueprint for action’, COM(2019)343 of 17 July 2019. 

2 This parliamentary group (Party for Freedom, PVV) holds 5 of the 75 seats in the Senate. 

3 COM(2019)343, p. 4. 

4 Ibid. 
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The members of the PVV parliamentary group would like to ask how the term “proportionate assis-

tance” should be interpreted. Can the Commission provide a further explanation of this? 

 

The Commission states that it will organise a yearly event on rule of law for the purposes of dialogue 

between social organisations and policy-makers at EU level and, where possible, will continue to pro-

vide financial support for the work of NGOs and media organisations.5 To what extent can the NGOs 

and media organisations be considered to be independent if they are financially supported? Will they 

not in fact become the Commission’s errand boys, ask the members of the PVV parliamentary group. 

 

The Council of Europe compiles reports and/or resolutions with the help of committees and these are 

then put to a plenary vote. If the reports and/or resolutions are passed, these are generally ac-

cepted by the European Commission. The Commission points out that the EU has acquired observer 

status within the Group of States against Corruption (GRECO), a body within the Council of Europe.6 

How can the EU serve as an observer within a body of the Council of Europe, an organisation that 

provides advice and recommendations to the EU? In its role as ‘observer’, to what extent will the EU 

exert an influence on the advice that is then addressed to the EU (European Commission) itself?  

 

The Commission proposes setting up a non-legally binding annual rule-of-law review cycle for all EU 

member states, in order to monitor rule-of-law developments in the member states.7 These mem-

bers note that the annual review cycle is non-binding. However, to what extent will the findings that 

emerge from this review have legally binding consequences? And to what extent could this result in 

infringement proceedings against member states? 

The review cycle will make use of existing information sources from both institutional actors – such 

as the European Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA), the Council of Europe, the Organisation for 

Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) and the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 

Development (OECD) – as well as civil society. These members ask to what extent civil society can 

be deemed to be independent when it almost always receives financial support from the taxpayer.  

 

The committees on European Affairs and on Justice and Security look forward with interest to the 

European Commission’s responses. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

M.G.H.C. Oomen-Ruijten     M.M. de Boer 

Chair of the standing committee    Chair of the standing committee 

on European Affairs      on Justice and Security 

 

 

                                                

5 Ibid., p. 6-7  

6 Ibid., p. 8. 

7 Ibid., p. 10 et seq. 
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