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The Chamber’s Committee on Agriculture, 
having examined, pursuant to Rule 127 of the Rules of Procedure, the proposal for a Regulation 

establishing a multiannual management plan for bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and the 
Mediterranean (COM (2019)619); 

whereas: 
the Union has been a contracting party of the International Convention for the Conservation of 

Atlantic Tunas since 14 November 1997 and the Convention provides a framework for regional 
cooperation in the conservation and management of tuna and tuna-like fish in the Atlantic Ocean 
and adjacent seas through the institution of the International Commission for the Conservation of 
Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT); 

the ICCAT can adopt decisions (recommendations) on the conservation and management of 
fishing under its jurisdiction, which decisions are binding for the contracting parties; 

the ICCAT’s recommendations come into force six months after adoption, and the Union must 
transpose them into its legislation as soon as possible via a regulation; 

during its 21st special meeting in 2018, ICCAT adopted Recommendation18-02, which 
established a multi-annual management plan for bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and the 
Mediterranean, moving from a stock recovery plan to a management plan; 

the management plan follows up on the opinion of the ICCAT Standing Committee on Research 
and Statistics, which in 2018 suggested its establishment by ICCAT, given that the status of the 
stock no longer appeared to require the emergency measures introduced under the recovery plan for 
bluefin tuna (introduced by recommendation 17-17 amending recommendation 14-04); 

the proposal for a regulation lays down general rules for the uniform and effective 
implementation by the Union of the multiannual management plan for bluefin tuna  in the eastern 
Atlantic Ocean and the Mediterranean Sea, as adopted by ICCAT, and aims at maintaining a 
biomass of bluefin tuna above levels capable of producing maximum sustainable yield; 

taking into account the knowledge and evaluation elements acquired during the hearings held on 
this document;  

considering that the hearing with members of the European Parliament’s Committee on Fisheries 
made it possible to acquire background information on the proposed amendments to the text, 
including for the purpose of anticipating the transposition of ICCAT recommendation 19-04, which 
has since amended the above-mentioned recommendation 18-02;  

noting that:  
the proposal for a regulation calls for a more flexible management plan compared to current rules 

on recovery, and for reinforcing the control system with regards to live fish monitoring at farms; 
the document contains provisions that represent a major opening to small-scale fisheries - a 

sector that has been placed at a particular disadvantage in recent years - such as those  under articles 
10 and 11, respectively regulating annual fishing plans and the allocation of fishing opportunities 
through the fair distribution of national quotas among the various fleet segments;  

during consideration at the European Parliament, a debate arose regarding article 11, specifically 
on the criteria for allocating fishing quotas on the part of Member States;  

equally significant is the increase in authorized by-catches from 5% to 20% as regulated by 
article 20; 



the possibility of introducing additional amendments in favour of small-scale fisheries should 
nevertheless be taken into consideration;  

having highlighted the need to introduce criteria for the allotment of the annual increase in the 
bluefin tuna quota allocated to Italy, in order to reconcile the principle of relative stability, which 
underpins the allotment of the “fixed” quota, with the principle of equity, considering the 
advisability to augment the undivided share and promote traditional artisanal fishing along with 
sustainable and environmentally friendly capture methods;  

having pointed to the need to promote an Italian production chain for the bluefin tuna that can 
successfully enhance this resource and support employment and tourism, based on environmental, 
social, and economic sustainability, and with incentives for operators who submit – individually or 
jointly – plans for the harvesting, processing, and marketing of this resource while prioritizing 
actions to create such a production chain; 

observing that: 
article 65 empowers the European Commission to adopt delegated acts concerning amendments 

to the Regulation on the basis of measures adopted by ICCAT; in exercising these powers, the 
European Commission may amend the rules contained in the proposal for a regulation with 
reference to specific aspects listed in the said article 65, in order to facilitate the stabilization of the 
regulatory framework without necessarily resorting to legislation; 

the general principles regulating the matter do not include the empowerment of the European 
Commission to adopt delegated acts that amend essential elements of the regulation; 

highlighting that the Italian Government, in its report to Parliament pursuant to article 6 (para 5) 
of Law No 234 of 24 December 2012, underscores that the proposal appears to be in line with the 
national interest, albeit while suggesting certain amendments to the enacting terms of the regulation, 
specifically with regards to technical and management measures; 

 
stressing the need that the present document be forwarded to the European Parliament, the 

Council, and the European Commission within the framework of the political dialogue, 
 
expresses a  

 
FAVOURABLE ASSESSMENT 

 
with the following qualifications: 
a) the possibility should be considered of adopting future measures, including regulatory ones, 

to allow Member States to assign sectorial quotas to fishing vessels engaged in small scale 
coastal fishing, where reference is made to vessels “authorised to operate for bluefin tuna”, 
given that current rules do not seem to account for the large professional artisanal fishing 
fleet operating in Italy,   
 

b) without prejudice to the need to have instruments and procedures to quickly amend existing 
rules in order to reflect changes in operational needs, the possibility should be considered of 
better limiting the power to adopt delegated acts on the part of the European Commission, 
pursuant to article 65, so as to prevent modifications to essential elements of the regulation; 



 
c) the Government should consider the possibility of introducing criteria for the allocation of 

the annual increase in the bluefin tuna quota assigned to Italy, along with the possibility of 
introducing incentives for fishing systems deploying selective fishing gear or using fishing 
techniques with reduced environmental impact; the Government should also evaluate the 
possibility of taking action to promote the Italian bluefin tuna production chain.  
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