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Courtesy Translation 

 

Dear Mr Šefčovič,  

 

The members of the standing committees for Economic Affairs and Climate Policy / Agriculture,    

Nature and Food Quality and for Infrastructure, Water Management and Environment of the Senate 

of the States General have taken note with interest of the proposal for a regulation establishing a 

Social Climate Fund1 (as part of the ‘Fit for 55’ package). The members of the Parliamentary People’s 

Party for Freedom and Democracy (VVD) and the Parliamentary Christian Democratic Alliance Party 

(CDA) would like to put a number of questions about this to the European Commission in the     

context of the political dialogue. The members of the Parliamentary Nanninga Party (Fractie-

Nanninga), the Parliamentary Forum for Democracy Party (FVD), the Parliamentary 50PLUS Party 

(Fractie-50PLUS), the Parliamentary Calvinist Political Party (SGP) and the Parliamentary Otten 

Party (Fractie-Otten) wish to associate themselves with the questions raised by the members of 

the Parliamentary VVD Party. The members of the Parliamentary CDA Party associate themselves 

with the last two questions raised by the Parliamentary VVD Party.  

 

Questions and comments of the Parliamentary VVD Party  

In the opinion of the members of the Parliamentary VVD Party, a necessary and substantial          

reduction of carbon emissions is bound to have far-reaching financial consequences for the public 

sector, industry and citizens alike. The tightening up of the emissions trading system (ETS), which is 

welcomed by the members of the Parliamentary VVD Party, will generate revenues that the 

government can use to partially offset these financial consequences or to fund adaptation policy. 

However, the members of the Parliamentary VVD Party wonder why it is necessary, by tightening up 

the ETS system, to establish a redistribution mechanism again to support less developed member 

states or to      accommodate less well-off population groups. The existing instruments such as the 

Regional Fund, the Cohesion Fund and the Recovery and Resilience Facility are designed to provide 
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large-scale support for the Member States. Indeed, Member States have agreed that a significant 

part of the available resources must be used to fund the transition. 

 

The legal basis for the establishment of the Social Climate Fund is the Treaty on the Functioning of 

the European Union2, namely Article 91(1) on Transport, Article 192(1) on Environment and Article 

194(1) on Energy. In explaining the background, the European Commission indicates that one of the 

reasons for establishing the Social Climate Fund is to fund (temporary) direct income support. The 

members of the Parliamentary VVD Party wish to know why the proposal is not also based on the 

social and income policy to be pursued? According to the Commission, measures must be taken to 

tackle the income redistribution as a result of the transitional measures. These members wonder 

whether the Member States would not be better able to do this individually, given the major 

differences between them. Does the Commission consider that income redistribution and income 

policy are among the competences of the European Union?  

 

The European Commission indicates that it will shortly propose an amendment to the recently 

agreed multiannual financial framework in order to accommodate additional spending. The Own 

Resources Decision is also to be amended. The members of the Parliamentary VVD Party believe 

that amending the hard-won multiannual financial framework is an additional complicating factor in 

an already complex decision-making process. Does the Commission take a different view? If the 

recently ratified Own Resources Decision needs to be amended, does this mean that the entire 

procedure will have to be restarted, including parliamentary ratification? If so, the members of the 

Parliamentary VVD Party believe that all this will simply mean that it becomes harder rather than 

easier to achieve the goal of the ‘Fit for 55’ proposals, namely to reduce carbon emissions by 55% 

by 2030. 

 

The Dutch Emissions Authority allocates the Dutch allowances. The revenues, which ultimately 

benefit the Dutch Treasury and can be used to fund supplementary measures designed to achieve 

the ‘Fit for 55’ objectives, are evidently being skimmed off. Can the European Commission provide 

an indication of how much revenue the Dutch Emissions Authority could generate under the revised 

ETS system? 

 

The members of the Parliamentary VVD Party request the European Commission to inform the 

Senate of the States General how it responds to the subsidiarity objections that have been lodged by 

other Member States. Would the Commission be prepared to do this? 

 

Questions and comments of the Parliamentary CDA Party 

The members of the Parliamentary CDA Party ask whether the proposed income support is a 

temporary provision. They would like to know whether it can also be used to provide financial 

support for Member States to compensate for reduced income (in a budget), even, for example, if 

this reduction is caused by lowering national excise duties? More generally, the members of the 

Parliamentary CDA Party wish to know how the resources received from the fund may be spent. Is 

there sufficient focus on the possible expenditure of the resources? 

 

 
2 https://wetten.overheid.nl/BWBV0001506/2013-07-01  

https://wetten.overheid.nl/BWBV0001506/2013-07-01
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The members of the standing committees for Economic Affairs and Climate Policy / Agriculture, 

Nature and for Food Quality and for Infrastructure, Water Management and Environment await your 

answers with interest and would be grateful to receive them as quickly as possible, but no later than 

three months after the date of this letter. 

 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

 

L.P. van der Linden, MSc.   

Chair of the standing committee for Economic 

Affairs and Climate Policy / Agriculture, 

Nature and Food Quality 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H.J. Meijer 

Chair of the standing committee for Infra-

structure, Water Management and Environ-

ment 
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