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At a glance
Policy departments’ monthly highlights

Forthcoming Publications 
Committee Title Publication date

The Code of Conduct for Commissioners  
- improving effectiveness and efficiency September 2014

In-depth analysis: ‘TTIP - Criticism and reactions 
of the civil society and EU Member States’ September 2014

Indicators for measuring the performance of 
the single market - building the single market 
pillar of the European semester

September 2014

Role of cities in the cohesion policy 2014-2020 September 2014

The use of intelligence information, the 
“national security” or “state secrets rule” and 
secret evidence in national legislation and its 
interpretation by courts

November 2014

 
Link to the studies:   www.europarl.europa.eu/studies
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contacts
Policy Department A - Economic and 
Scientific Policy 
ECON - ENVI - EMPL - IMCO - ITRE  
poldep-economy-science@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department B - Structural and 
Cohesion Policies
AGRI - CULT - PECH - REGI - TRAN  
poldep-cohesion@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department C - Citizens’ Rights 
and Constitutional Affairs
AFCO - FEMM - JURI - LIBE - PETI  
poldep-citizens@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department D - Budgetary Affairs
BUDG - CONT  
poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department - External Policies
AFET - DEVE - DROI - INTA - SEDE 
poldep-expo@ep.europa.eu

Committee business full steam ahead

Focus 

The economic downturn caused significant 
changes to economic and financial legislation. The 
European Parliament’s policy departments have 
prepared various publications on the crisis and its 
consequences dealing with several issues including 
EU governance, the social effects, and the impact 

of the recession on public spending. A graphic overview on core economic 
and financial legislation has been prepared by the Policy Department on 
Economic and Scientific Policy mapping relevant policy areas such as EMU, 
competition, taxation, financial supervision, banking, financial and capital 
markets, insurance and pensions.

Other recent policy departments’ publications discuss the ongoing 
negotiations of the EU-US trade deal highlighting the challenges ahead of the 
agricultural sector, and the reactions of civil society to the Transatlantic Trade 
and Investment Partnership. The policy departments are also preparing a 
series of workshops to guide the newly elected Members through the current 
challenges and upcoming issues in their committees’ agendas.

Forthcoming EvEnts

Workshop
24 September 2014 - 15.00 to 18.00 - 5B001

Upcoming issues of EU law JURI

Study presentation
23 September 2014 - 9.00 to 12.00 - 4Q1

The Code of Conduct for 
Commissioners - improving 
effectiveness and efficiency 

CONT

Workshop
23 September 2014 - 9.00 to 12.30 - 5G2

Policy areas and current  
challenges in the field of  
employment  and social  
affairs at EU Level 

EMPL

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/studies.html
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highlights

EU Budget and National Budgets: Facts, Figures and Impact
Policy Department on Budgetary Affairs March 2014

These notes present research on the relation between national budgets and the European 
budget: How are the EU and national levels interlinked? What is the current situation of 
public expenditure in the EU? How are other forms of multi-level governance of public 
expenditure, such as the US or Canada, organised and can they be compared to the EU? 
What is the added value of the EU budget? In particular, what is the impact of the main investment 
tools of the EU budget?
These are some of the crucial questions which are dealt with in this document.

Electoral lists ahead of the elections to the European Parliament
Policy Department on Citizens’ Rights and  Constitutional Affairs  May 2014

Upon request of the FEMM Committee, this study provides a detailed analysis of the existing 
electoral systems for the European 2014 elections from a gender perspective in the 28 EU 
Member States. It also presents and scrutinises the electoral lists of the Member States from 
a gender perspective and presents the synthesis of the main findings from the lists. Some 
main conclusions are made on the basis of the mapping. They concern the relation between the 
adoption of legislated gender quotas and the implementation of quota provisions by national parties.

Humanitarian aid: crises, trends, challenges
Policy Department on External Policies   August 2014

The EU is a key player in international humanitarian policy. In a world of daunting natural 
and man-made disasters, vulnerability and fragility, funding shortfalls, and complex 
operating environments, the Union should weigh how it provides assistance. Principled and 
needs-based humanitarian action, enhanced disaster preparedness, resilience-building, 
new partnerships, innovative approaches, and effectiveness and accountability are some of the main 
issues it needs to consider as it works to better respond to afflicted populations.

EU Mapping: Systematic Overview on Economic and financial Legislation
Policy Department on Economic and Scientific Policy May 2014

This paper prepared by the Policy Department A provides a graphic overview on core 
legislation in the area of economic and financial services. The presentation essentially covers 
the areas within the responsibility of the Economic and Monetary Affairs Committee (ECON); 
hence it starts with core ECON areas but also displays neighbouring areas of other Committees’ 
competences which are closely connected to and impacting on ECON’s work. It shows legislation in force, 
proposals and other relevant provisions on i.a. banking, securities markets and investment firms, market 
infrastructure, insurance and occupational pensions, payment services, consumer protection in financial 
services, the European System of Financial Supervision, European Monetary Union, Euro bills and Coins 

and statistics, competition, taxation, commerce and company law, accounting and auditing.

Risks and opportunities for the EU agri-food sector in a possible EU-US trade agreement

The Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) is under negotiation. This report 
provides a detailed overview of EU-US agricultural trade. It analyses current barriers to 
trade, paying special attention to nontariff
measures. This information is then used in a computable general equilibrium model of 
international trade to assess the potential impact of the TTIP on agri-food exports, imports and value 
added. This study also includes
a general discussion on the opportunities and risks of a TTIP for the EU agricultural sector.

Policy Department on Structural and Cohesion Policies July 2014

Join thE Policy DEPartmEnts’ nEtwork
Policy Departments provide in-house and external expertise to support EP committees and other parliamentary bodies 
in shaping legislation and exercising democratic scrutiny over EU policies. 
If you wish to receive this monthly publication, please send an email to: ep-policydepartments@ep.europa.eu

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/note/join/2014/490688/IPOL-JOIN_NT(2014)490688_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2014/509980/IPOL-FEMM_ET(2014)509980_EN.pdf
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2014/514007/AGRI_IPOL_STU(2014)514007_EN.pdf

