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At a glance
Policy departments’ monthly highlights

Forthcoming Publications 
Committee Title Publication date

Brazil: promises of more change - but in which 
direction? October 2014

Financial instruments and legal frameworks of 
derivatives in EU agriculture October 2014

How do Member States handle contributions 
to the EU budget in their national budgets? October 2014

ENVI relevant legislative areas of the EU-
US trade and investment partnership 
negotiations (TTIP)

October 2014

New approaches, alternative avenues and 
means of access to asylum procedures for 
persons seeking international protection

December 2014

 
Link to the studies:   www.europarl.europa.eu/studies
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contacts
Policy Department A - Economic and 
Scientific Policy 
ECON - ENVI - EMPL - IMCO - ITRE  
poldep-economy-science@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department B - Structural and 
Cohesion Policies
AGRI - CULT - PECH - REGI - TRAN  
poldep-cohesion@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department C - Citizens’ Rights 
and Constitutional Affairs
AFCO - FEMM - JURI - LIBE - PETI  
poldep-citizens@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department D - Budgetary Affairs
BUDG - CONT  
poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department - External Policies
AFET - DEVE - DROI - INTA - SEDE 
poldep-expo@ep.europa.eu

Ensuring mobility and protecting the climate and the environment

Focus 

Dear Reader,

Transport is as much a source of wealth, employment and 
innovation as an essential element for the freedom of citizens. 
Besides, Europe and mobility cannot be dissociated: crossing 
borders is at the heart of European integration. Unfortunately 
the coin has two sides: transport is also a crucial environmental 
issue since it is a major cause of noise and atmospheric 
pollution, and an increasing source of CO2.

The challenge to be taken up by the TRAN Committee is to ensure mobility 
and at the same time to protect the climate and the environment. This is indeed 
an ambitious goal requiring important changes in the current mobility patterns. 
Namely the creation of a level playing field between all transport modes is 
indispensable. This is a realistic goal since economic and environmental aspects 
do not necessarily stand on opposite sides of the fence. No doubt that in this 
context the Policy Department for Structural and Cohesion Policies will continue 
to assist efficiently the Committee’s work and on behalf of all Members I would 
like to thank our colleagues for this valuable support.

Michael Cramer, MEP
Chair of the Committee on Transport and Tourism

Forthcoming EvEnts

Study presentation
6 November 2014 - 11.00 to 12.00 - PHS 5B001

The long-term economic and 
ecologic impact of larger 
sustainable aquaculture

PECH

Study presentation
22 Oct. 2014 - 17.30 to 19.00 - STR LOW N 1.3

The European Union and the 
Mediterranean - the challenges
ahead

DMED

Study presentation
6 November 2014 - AM - JAN 2Q2

Horizon 2020: Key Enabling 
Technologies (KETs), booster 
for European leadership in 
the manufacturing sector

ITRE

Workshop
6 November 2014 - 9.00 to 18.30 - ASP 1G3

Challenges in constitutional 
affairs in the new term: taking
stock and looking forward

AFCO

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/studies.html
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Pension schemes
Policy Department on Economic and Scientific Policy August 2014

This study provides information about the risks and replacement rates of the different 
pension schemes existing in EU Member States. Vulnerable groups are less likely to 
contribute to individual plans or ‘third-pillar’ schemes, which complicates a shift in 
replacement rates from Pillars 1 (aimed at avoiding old age poverty) and 2 (occupational 
schemes) to Pillar 3. Pillars 1 and 2 should ensure pension adequacy, leaving Pillar 3 as a tool for 
individuals to enhance their replacement rates.
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Policy Departments provide in-house and external expertise to support EP committees and other parliamentary bodies 
in shaping legislation and exercising democratic scrutiny over EU policies. 
If you wish to receive this monthly publication, please send an email to: ep-policydepartments@ep.europa.eu

Humanitarian visas: option or obligation?
Policy Department on Citizens’ Rights and  Constitutional Affairs  September 2014

Third-country nationals fleeing conflict or persecution currently have no EU-wide legal 
channels for entering the EU and triggering protection mechanisms under the Common 
European Asylum System. They are embarking on hazardous journeys, with more than 
3000 having lost their lives in the Mediterranean in 2014 alone. The absence of protection-
sensitive mechanisms for enabling access to EU territory undermines Member States’ refugee and 
human rights obligations. This study looks at humanitarian visas as a possible solution to enable 
third-country nationals to apply in situ for entry to EU territory. With a Commission proposal for 
Visa Code reform on the table, the study argues that the time is ripe to lay down clear rules for 
humanitarian visa schemes.

The Gulf countries’ strategic, economic and financial interest in Morocco and Tunisia
Policy Department on External Policies   October 2014

The countries in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) occupy a growing role in the 
economies of the Maghreb, particularly in Morocco and Tunisia. GCC investors focus 
on varied economic sectors, both traditional and innovative. Since 2011, the GCC has 
increasingly invested in less tangible domains, which may mask political motivations and 
influence behaviour in civil society. Identifying key sectors will allow the European Union to better 
cooperate with the GCC to ensure that interests in the Maghreb converge.
This document is only available in French.

The Code of Conduct for Commissioners - improving effectiveness and efficiency (update)

The update compares the 2004 Code of Conduct with the new Code adopted in 2011. The 
new Code has failed to address most of the European Parliament’s 28 recommendations 
for improvement. Overall, the Code is characterised by its poor checks and balances, the 
absence of a coherent implementation system, and opacity surrounding its operation. 
Whilst other ethics systems contribute to enhance public trust in government, the Commission’s 
system appears tilted towards the Commissioners’ political and career interests.

Policy Department on Budgetary Affairs   September 2014

highlights
Investments in large TEN-T projects (update)
Policy Department on Structural and Cohesion Policies Soon available here

An update of the 2013 study on ‘investments in large TEN-T projects’ will be 
presented to the TRAN Committee on 4 November 2014. This update adds five 
new case studies to the analysis, three of which dealing with mega projects that 
are still in the planning or in early implementation phase: Lyon-Turin, Iron-Rhine 
and S21/Stuttgart-Ulm. The update also shows that not all lessons from the past have been 
learned, in particular as regards the need for early and transparent public participation.
Study presentation   4 November 2014 - 09:00 to 10:00 - PHS 1A002

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2014/536281/IPOL_STU(2014)536281_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2014/509986/IPOL_STU(2014)509986_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2014/536407/EXPO_IDA(2014)536407_FR.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2014/490697/IPOL_STU(2014)490697_EN.pdf

