
At a glance
December 2014

EPRS | European Parliamentary Research Service
Author: Enrique Gómez, Members' Research Service

EN
PE 542.186
Disclaimer and Copyright: The content of this document is the sole responsibility of the author and any opinions expressed therein do not necessarily represent the official
position of the European Parliament. It is addressed to the Members and staff of the EP for their parliamentary work. Reproduction and translation for non-commercial
purposes are authorised, provided the source is acknowledged and the European Parliament is given prior notice and sent a copy. © European Union, 2014.

eprs@ep.europa.eu – http://www.eprs.ep.parl.union.eu (intranet) – http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank (internet) – http://epthinktank.eu (blog)

The Andean Community: political cooperation
The member countries of the Andean Community (CAN) have been successful in establishing
cooperation in a number of political fields, such as democracy and human rights, foreign policy,
security, the fight against corruption and drug trafficking, and environmental protection.

Democracy and human rights
The democratic foundations of the Andean Community member countries were already evident in the 1969
Cartagena Agreement, (principles of equality, justice, peace, solidarity and democracy). In 1980 these
countries' presidents signed the Riobamba Charter of Conduct, aimed at achieving a sub-regional political
order based on democracy and on the pledge to respect human, political, economic and social rights. The
1998 Declaration of the Andean Presidential Council on Democracy and Integration reiterated this
commitment.
Promotion and safeguarding of democracy is also a fundamental political aspect of the common external
policy agenda, as reflected in Decision 458 of the Andean Council of External Relations Ministers. In 1998,
this Council adopted the Andean Community Commitment for Democracy, establishing the existence of
democratic institutions and the rule of law as essential conditions for political cooperation and integration,
and outlining the procedures to follow in case of disruption of the democratic order in any member country.
In 2000, the presidents of CAN and Mercosur adopted a South American 'democratic clause', making the rule
of law and respect for democracy a common objective and a precondition for participating in future South
American meetings. The External Relations Ministers also supported the initiative for an Inter-American
Democratic Charter in the framework of the Organisation of American States (2001). Also in 2001, the heads
of state signed the Machu Picchu Declaration on 'democracy, the rights of indigenous peoples and the war
against poverty', reiterating their support for strengthening democracy and its participative nature.
The Andean countries have also promoted and been signatories to most international instruments for the
protection and promotion of human rights. For instance, they had a prominent role in the 1993 Vienna
Declaration and programme of action. The XIII Andean Presidential Council (2001) stated their intention to
approve an Andean human rights charter, stating that it should contain a cooperation programme to
encourage specific measures to guarantee the observance of and respect for human rights in the Andean
region, within the framework of the Inter-American Convention on Human Rights and of the 1980 Riobamba
Charter on Conduct. The presidents renewed their commitment to human rights in the Machu Picchu
Declaration, with special emphasis on strengthening the Inter-American human rights system and the
support for all efforts geared towards promoting and protecting the basic rights and freedoms of indigenous
peoples. In 2002, the Presidential Council adopted the Andean Charter for the Promotion and Protection of
Human Rights, and in 2004 the XII Ordinary Meeting of the Andean Council of External Relations Ministers
adopted a work programme for its dissemination and execution, setting specific goals for the promotion of
the Andean Charter, its implementation at national and international level and its follow-up.

Common foreign policy
The 1999 Common Foreign Policy Guidelines set out the objectives, principles, criteria, mechanisms, forms
and areas of action of the Andean common foreign policy. It is transversal and encompasses other policies in
the political, economic and social areas. Priority is given to actions reinforcing wider regional integration.
Directive No 1 (updated in 2001) established the criteria and guidelines for the formulation and execution of
the common foreign policy. The process should be gradual, integral and flexible, should apply to the political,
economic and social areas, and be formulated and executed by the Presidential Council, the Council of
Foreign Affairs Ministers, or a meeting of vice-ministers or High-Level Officials (as ECP coordinators); the
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Andean Commission must execute those common foreign policy actions that are within its remit. In 2010,
the status of Observer was created for states and international organisations interested in encouraging
cooperation and integration, with the aim of promoting joint programmes and actions with these observers.
This status has been granted to the Mercosur member countries, as well as to Chile and Spain.

Security
In 2002, the Andean Council of Foreign Affairs Ministers met jointly with the defence ministers. The result
was the Lima Commitment, the 'Andean Charter for peace and security and the limitation and control of
expenditure on foreign defence', the objectives of which are, among others, the definition of an Andean
Community security policy, the establishment of a peace zone in the Andean Community, a regional
commitment to the war on terrorism, the limitation of foreign defence spending, and control and
transparency regarding conventional weapons, the ban on nuclear, chemical and biological weapons, and
the fight against illicit arms trafficking. It also established a high-level group on security and confidence-
building measures to assess progress made. This high-level group agreed on an Andean concept of security
with a comprehensive and multidimensional character. In 2003, the Andean Council of Foreign Affairs
Ministers adopted the Andean Plan to prevent, combat and eradicate illicit trade in small arms and light
weapons, a comprehensive strategy against illicit arms trade that takes into account its links with terrorism,
corruption and drugs trafficking. This decision was the first binding instrument at sub-regional level arising
from the United Nations programme of action to prevent, combat and eradicate the illicit trade in small arms
and light weapons in all its aspects. In 2004, on the initiative of the Presidential Council, the foreign affairs
ministers adopted Guidelines for the External Security Policy of the Andean Community (Decision No 587),
setting out the basis for the development of this common policy. External security is seen as democratic,
non-offensive and multi-dimensional (not exclusively limited to defence). The same year, the Presidential
Council adopted the Declaration of San Francisco de Quito on the Establishment and Development of an
Andean Peace Area, defining its objectives and criteria. Among the ongoing actions are the adoption of
measures in the areas of police cooperation, and judicial cooperation in criminal and civil matters.

Fight against corruption and drug trafficking
To increase the efficiency and effectiveness of the fight against corruption through cooperation actions, the
Andean countries adopted the Andean Plan to Fight Corruption in 2007, and created an Andean Executive
Committee to help implement it. This plan is of a preventive nature and aims to complement national
policies. Regarding the fight against drugs, in 2001 the Andean Council adopted the Andean Cooperation
Plan for the control of illegal drugs and related offences, which deals with the problem in a comprehensive
way. The Andean Regulation for the control of chemical substances used in the illegal manufacture of
narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances (2004) and the Integral and Sustainable Alternative
Development Andean Strategy (2005) were adopted within this same framework. The Andean Community
has also developed joint projects with the EU in this area (such as PRADICAN, PRECAN or DROSICAN).

Environment
The Andean countries have established an Andean Environmental Agenda, with short and medium-term sub-
regional actions regarding climate change, biodiversity, water resources and disaster prevention and relief.
In order to further cooperation in this area, they have created an Andean Environmental Information System
(SANIA) for the formulation and follow-up of environmental policies. They have also created a Regional
Biodiversity Strategy for Countries of the Andean Tropic, an Andean Strategy for Disaster Prevention and
Relief and a Strategy for the Integrated Management of Water Resources. There are also ongoing projects
and programmes in this area, such as the Biodiversity in the Amazonian Region (BIOCAN) and the Adaptation
to Climate Change (ACC) programmes.

The European Parliament interacts with the Andean Community through its DAND Delegation, which has among
its current priorities the follow-up of the Free Trade Agreements with Colombia and Peru and the political
situation in the CAN member countries, including the human rights aspect.

See the companion 'At a glance' note for information on economic integration in the Andean Community.
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