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The Caspian Sea geopolitics and the EU December 2014

Success stories: the use of the EU globalisation  
adjustment fund December 2014

Enhancing the legitimacy of EMU governance January 2015

Alternative solutions for driftnet fisheries January 2015

The impact of the crisis on fundamental rights February 2015
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The credibility and image of the EU at stake

Focus 

Dear Reader,

Discussions on the EU budget 2015 present a paradox. 
Whilst Commission, Council and EP all strive for an 
EU budget promoting growth and jobs, the amount 
of unpaid bills under cohesion policy has risen from 
around EUR 5 billion in 2010 to over 23 billion in 2013 
and might even surpass EUR 25 billion at the end of 
2014. Despite this snowball of outstanding bills the 

Council has made cuts to the already constrained budget proposals of 
the Commission and is reluctant to use extra EU budget revenue in the 
form of fines to help curb this worrying development. Parliament however 
voted amendments, which would help stabilise and even decrease this 
‘debt’ situation. It is imperative to find a solution to honour commitments 
which both arms of the budgetary authority entered into consciously and 
willingly. 

Jean Arthuis, MEP
Chair of the Committee on Budgets
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(digital) platforms, 
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Forum on civil justice JURI

The essential commitments made 
by the new members of the Juncker 
Commission and the most salient 
points raised during their hearings 
in the parliamentary 
committees are compiled 
and available for download.
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Precision Agriculture: overview and potential CAP support
Policy Department on Structural and Cohesion Policies June 2014

Precision Agriculture (PA) is a whole-farm management approach that aims at optimising 
returns on inputs whilst potentially reducing environmental impacts. The study reviews 
the state-of-the-art of PA, together with some economic aspects. Options to address PA 
adoption are discussed, including measures within the CAP 2014-2020 legislation and the 
important contribution of advisory services across Europe.
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Financial services in EU trade agreements
Policy Department on Economic and Scientific Policy October 2014

This document prepared for the Economic and Monetary Affairs Committee (ECON) 
provides an overview of rules concerning trade in financial services in a range of recent 
preferential trade agreements (PTA) to which the EU is a party, in view of ongoing 
negotiations with the US over the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP). 
EU Member States are collectively the world’s largest exporters of financial services, and the sector is 
of strategic importance in the EU’s trade policy.

EU initiative on responsibly importing minerals from conflict-affected regions
Policy Department on External Policies   December 2014

The European Commission has forwarded draft regulation to the European Parliament to 
limit the import of ’conflict minerals’. Including tin, tantalum, tungsten and gold, conflict 
minerals originate in countries and regions marked by armed conflict or the risk of conflict. 
The exports of these ‘conflict minerals’ are suspected of illicitly financing the army or other 
military groups. The initiative attempts to set-up a voluntary Union system for supply chain due 
diligence self-certification of responsible importers, smelters and refiners using these minerals.

Evaluation of the Strategy for Equality between women and men 2010-2015 as a contribution to 
achieve the goals of the Beijing Platform for Action

The study evaluates the Strategy for Equality between women and men 2010-2015 as a 
contribution towards achieving Beijing Platform for Action goals and provides indications 
on the future post-2015 multiannual policy framework. The study assesses the extent to 
which the strategy was appropriate and comprehensive enough to contribute to the BPfA 
implementation and, more in general, to gender equality at the European and international level, 
and whether the planned objectives have been effectively met. It also provides practical and specific 
recommendations on possible improvements for the future strategy.

Policy Department on Citizens’ Rights and  Constitutional Affairs  November 2014

highlights

Factual study on the follow-up of Pilot Projects and Preparatory Actions: 2009-2013
Policy Department on Budgetary Affairs January 2014

This study examines budgetary resources for Pilot Projects (PPs) and Preparatory Actions 
(PAs) in 2009-2014 and the outcome of PPs and PAs that have come to an end in this 
period. Taking account of both new and on-going projects, funding for 136 PPs and 95 PAs 
have been included in the budget since 2009. Since 2009, of the total budgetary resources 
available, on average PPs have used 88% and PAs 54%. In terms of outcomes up until 2013, 63% of 
PPs and 86% of PAs are either still on-going or have had legislative consequences.
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