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Ecuador: political parties
The political party system in Ecuador has suffered historically from fragmentation and volatility,
accentuated by the 1972-78 dictatorship, and then chronic economic crises between 1984 and
2005. As a result, the country has enjoyed relatively few periods of genuine political stability. The
2006 presidential elections brought major changes, both through the weakening of the traditional
parties and the appearance of new political forces, with greater strength at national level.

Background
The political system in Ecuador has suffered for years from a high degree of fragmentation, characterised by
the large number of small parties represented in Parliament, as well as splits along geographical lines, such
as between mountainous and coastal regions. These problems have been inherent since the country won
independence in the 19th century. A liberal revolution in 1895 reduced the power of the Catholic Church and
paved the way for capitalist development. Following a military coup in 1925, the 1930s and 1940s were
marked by populism. After World War II, the recovery of the agricultural commodity market and the growth
of the banana industry brought peace and prosperity. Between 1948 and 1960, three democratically elected
presidents completed their terms in office. Instability returned in the 1960s, culminating in a military
dictatorship between 1972 and 1978. Democracy returned in 1978/79. The period from 1984 to 2005
witnessed the highest level of instability, with nine different presidents, three of whom were ousted from
power. The indigenous population started to participate actively in the political system in 1996. This unstable
situation has gradually changed with the weakening of the traditional parties (Social Christian Party,
Ecuadorian Roldosist Party, Democratic Left, Popular Democracy (PD)) and the appearance of new political
forces (PAIS, CREO, Avanza), all of which have support across the country, since 2006.
Four different stages have been identified in the development of political parties during this last democratic
period: i) a first stage in 1978-79, with the establishment of strong and stable political organisations, due to
the need to build a party system following military rule; ii) a second stage from 1984 to 1996, with some
degree of stability around five or six political parties; iii) a third stage, with important changes in the
electoral system that enabled the emergence of new political movements and alliances; and iv) a fourth
stage, starting with the 2006 elections, with a radical change in the traditional patterns and the configuration
of a new party system.

Situation in Parliament
The main political parties and alliances currently represented
in the National Assembly are:
Alianza PAIS (Patria Altiva y Soberana); leader: Rafael
Vicente Correa Delgado. A socialist movement arising from
Jubilee 2000 Net Guayaquil and other organisations, it was
founded at the start of the 2006 presidential campaign, with
the declared aim to fight for democracy, equality,
sovereignty, solidarity, social justice and diversity and to get
rid of oppression, class domination, inequality, injustice and
poverty. Its historical objective is to develop so-called
'Socialism of Good Living', and its political project is entitled
Citizen's Revolution. In 2006 Correa was elected President,
but PAIS did not participate in the parliamentary elections, signing instead an alliance with the Socialist Party
of Ecuador. In 2007 a Constituent Assembly was established and the new Constitution ratified in a
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referendum the following year. PAIS obtained a second victory in the 2009 presidential elections as well as
the largest number of MPs (though not a majority) in the National Assembly. In 2013, Correa was elected
President again, this time in the first round, and PAIS obtained a large majority in the National Assembly (100
out of 137 seats). Nevertheless, the results of the 2014 local elections point to a gradual decline in support.
Creating Opportunities Movement (CREO); leader: Guillermo Lasso. Also founded in 2012 to participate in
the 2013 elections, it is a centre-right liberal-democrat party. Its alliance 'United for Ecuador' obtained the
second highest number of votes, and 11 seats in the National Assembly. Guillermo Lasso was also second in
the Presidential elections, but did not gain enough votes to get to the second round.
Social Christian Party (PSC)-Madera de Guerrero; leaders: Pascual Del Cioppo and Jaime Nebot. PSC is a
Christian-democratic, conservative party, founded in 1951, with a strong influence in the coastal region. It
suffered a serious setback in the 2006 elections, and Jaime
Nebot founded the independent Madera de Guerrero
movement to keep his influence in Guayaquil. Both
movements are currently allied in the National Assembly,
where they won six seats in the 2013 parliamentary elections.
Patriotic Society Party (PSP); leader: Lucio Gutiérrez Borbúa. A
'personalistic' centre to centre-left party founded by former
general Lucio Gutiérrez, who won the presidential elections of
2002, in alliance with Pachakutik, but was ousted from power
in 2005. Gutiérrez was third in the 2013 presidential elections.
Avanza Party (Avanza); leader: Ramiro González. Avanza is a
social-democrat party created in 2012, mainly by former
members of the Democratic Left, as well as some former
members of the Socialist Party-Broad Front, Pachakutik and PRE. They backed Rafael Correa in the 2013
Presidential elections, and obtained five seats in the National Assembly. At the end of 2013, a lack of
consensus on local election candidates triggered a crisis in the party, but it got the second highest number of
mayors in the 2014 local elections.
Pachakutik, Plurinational Unity Movement (MUPP); leader: Rafael Antuni. It was created in 1995 as a left-
wing alternative to traditional political parties, with the aim to represent the people, in particular the
indigenous peoples. It opposes the neoliberal model, has as core principle respect for diversity and equity,
and proposes a new ethics based on social responsibility. After obtaining good results in the 1996 elections,
its support has gradually declined.
Popular Democracy Movement (MPD); leader: Luis Villacis. It is a 'revolutionary' left-wing party (Marxist-
Leninist) founded in 1978. MPD ran together with Pachakutik in the Plurinational Unity of the Lefts alliance
in the 2013 elections, obtaining five seats in the National Assembly.
Society United for More Action (SUMA). It is a progressive-centre party, founded by Mauricio Rodas, current
Mayor of Quito, who came fourth in the 2013 presidential elections.
Roldosist Party (PRE). This is a populist political party founded by Abdalá Bucaram in 1982. Bucaram won the
presidential elections in 1996, but was deposed after six months. In 2013 its presidential candidate Nelson
Zavala was eighth in the polls.

Alianza PAIS supports cooperation with the EU as long as Ecuador's economic and political sovereignty is not put
at risk, and such cooperation helps the country's development. CREO has always favoured the conclusion of a
trade agreement with the EU and offered its support to the Government. PSC-Madera de Guerrero also supports
the signature of a trade agreement with the EU, but not a Free Trade Agreement. MUPP-Pachakutik complains
about lack of transparency and democratic participation in the negotiations with the EU.

The PAIS block has recently presented some amendments to the Constitution, including one that would
allow the re-election of Rafael Correa, most of which have been accepted by the Constitutional Court.
Alianza PAIS promotes links with other left-wing movements in Latin America and Europe.
A political left-wing front, Unidos, was created on 18 September 2014 by Alianza PAIS, with Partido
Socialista-Frente Amplio, Avanza and other smaller parties to reinforce the 'Citizens' Revolution' in Ecuador.
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