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At a glance
Policy departments’ monthly highlights

Forthcoming Publications 
Committee Title Publication date

Yemen in crisis: what role for the EU? January 2015

Net neutrality revisited: challenges and 
responses in the EU and the US January 2015

The Juncker Commission: legitimacy and 
institutional set-up February 2015

Internationalisation of higher education February 2015

Use of the EU flexibility instrument in the MFF 
2007-2013 March 2015

 
Link to the studies: www.europarl.europa.eu/studies
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Policy Department A - Economic and 
Scientific Policy 
ECON - ENVI - EMPL - IMCO - ITRE  
poldep-economy-science@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department B - Structural and 
Cohesion Policies
AGRI - CULT - PECH - REGI - TRAN  
poldep-cohesion@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department C - Citizens’ Rights 
and Constitutional Affairs
AFCO - FEMM - JURI - LIBE - PETI  
poldep-citizens@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department D - Budgetary Affairs
BUDG - CONT  
poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department - External Policies
AFET - DEVE - DROI - INTA - SEDE 
poldep-expo@ep.europa.eu

Focus 
EU Trade Policy: challenging negotiations ahead

Dear Reader,

The European Union is one of the world’s leading economies. EU 
trade policy has a major influence on citizens’ lives, with an impact 
that goes well beyond the price of products or their origin. It 
profoundly affects the conditions for creating value and determines 
the competitiveness of European companies by setting the EU’s 
growth and jobs strategy.

Key goals for the EU include concluding ambitious trade agreements 
and developing the Union’s commercial presence in dynamically 

transforming regions. The EU also works to safeguard its preferences and values, including 
a rules-based international trading system, enhanced global governance and high 
environmental and social standards. 

During the past legislative term, the Policy Department for External Policies has proved a 
valuable asset for the INTA Committee. I trust the department will maintain its excellent 
service, helping us face challenging files ahead – the Transatlantic Trade and Investment 
Partnership (TTIP) with the US, the Comprehensive Trade and Economic Agreement 
(CETA) with Canada and several Asian trade-related agreements. 

I am fully confident that the Policy Department will keep its high level of performance 
and continue to assist efficiently the Committee’s work. On behalf of all Members I would 
therefore like to thank our colleagues for their precious support and advice.

Bernd Lange, MEP
Chair of the Committee on International Trade

Forthcoming EvEnts

Workshop
26 February 2015 - 9.30 to 18.30 - ASP 5G2

Forum on civil justice JURI

Workshop
20 Jan. 2015 - 10.00 to 12.30 - ASP 1E2

Towards a post-Hyogo Frame-
work for Action: strengthening 
disaster resilience for 
sustainable development

DEVE

Workshop
24 February 2015 - 13.00 to 15.00 - room tbc

Safer healthcare in Europe: 
improving patient safety and 
fighting antimicrobial 
resistance

ENVI

Workshop
22 January 2015 - 9.00 to 10.30 - JAN 4Q1

Reforming EU rules concerning 
the fruit and vegetables sector

AGRI

ENVI
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Road maintenance and the quality of the EU road surface
Policy Department on Structural and Cohesion Policies July 2014

The study looks at the condition and the quality of road surfaces in the EU and at the trends 
registered in the national budgets on the road maintenance activities in recent years, with 
the aim of reviewing the economic and safety consequences of the lack of regular road 
maintenance. The authors investigate the key causes behind the registered variations 
identified and the consequent impacts on road safety. They recommend therefore a series of actions 
and best practices to help preserve the safety and quality of the EU road surfaces.

Join thE Policy DEPartmEnts’ nEtwork
Policy Departments provide in-house and external expertise to support EP committees and other parliamentary bodies in 
shaping legislation and exercising democratic scrutiny over EU policies. 
If you wish to receive this monthly publication, please send an email to: ep-policydepartments@ep.europa.eu

National security and secret evidence in legislation and before the courts: exploring the challenges
Policy Department on Citizens’ Rights and  Constitutional Affairs  September 2014

At the request of the LIBE committee, this study provides a comparative analysis of the 
national legal regimes and practices governing the use of intelligence information as 
evidence in the United Kingdom, France, Germany, Spain, Italy, the Netherlands and Sweden. 
It explores notably how national security can be invoked to determine the classification of 
information and evidence as ‘state secrets’ in court proceedings and whether such laws and practices 
are fundamental rights- and rule of law-compliant.

The Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) and labour
Policy Department on  Economic and Scientific Policy November 2014

This briefing prepared for the Employment and Social Affairs Committe provides an 
overview of labour provisions in the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP).  
After a summary of its scope, state and EP involvement it analyses the evolution of labour 
provisions in trade and investment agreements with a view to similarities and differences in 
the EU and US approaches.

Success stories: the Use of the EU Solidarity Fund

This in-depth analysis looks at the results obtained from EU budget resources dedicated to 
the EU Solidarity Fund (EUSF), and the role of the EP in making such resources available. So 
far, in 56 cases, 23 Member States have benefited from EUSF grants amounting to EUR 3.7 
bn. EUSF provides assistance to Member States or accession countries whose regions are 
affected by major natural disasters e.g. floods, fires, storms, drought, earthquakes, etc., with serious 
effects on the living conditions of the citizens of the affected regions.

Policy Department on Budgetary Affairs   October 2014

highlights
A comparative study of the EU and US approaches to human rights in external relations
Policy Department on External Policies November 2014

Both the European Union and the United States emphasise the centrality of human rights 
in their domestic and external policies. Despite their common attachment to human 
rights, the EU and the US have diverged considerably in their respective promotion 
abroad. The study outlines the institutional set-up of EU and US external action, and 
delves into the specificities of human rights-related policy-making in the realm of traditional 
foreign policy, international trade and international development.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2014/529059/IPOL_STU(2014)529059_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2014/509991/IPOL_STU(2014)509991_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2014/536315/IPOL_BRI(2014)536315_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2014/490699/IPOL_IDA(2014)490699_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2014/534981/EXPO_STU(2014)534981_EN.pdf

