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At a glance
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Forthcoming publications 
Committee Title Publication date

Financial supervision and regulation in the US Aug 2015

Landing obligation and its implications on the 
control of fisheries Sep 2015

The Financial Instruments under the Cohesion 
Policy 2007-2013 Oct 2015

Practical guide for parliamentarians on visiting 
prisons Oct 2015

Accountability for the CIA rendition programme Oct 2015

Access all Studies, In-depth analyses, Briefings and At a glance notes 
produced by the Policy Departments. 
All publications: www.europarl.europa.eu/supporting-analyses
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Focus 
The implementation process of the new Common Fisheries Policy

Dear Reader,
  

We achieved already some good results with 
putting the reform of the Common Fisheries Policy 
(CFP) into practical effect. But a lot is still to be 
done during this 8th legislature. 

A study presentation on the landing obligation 
and the control of fisheries comes in timely, as this 
study reviews the impacts of the landing obligation 
and estimates the potential level of discarded fish 
to be covered by the new rules. 

The Commission is also expected to propose a 
new framework regulation on the so-called “technical measures”.  This will 
undoubtedly lead to discussions on fundamental issues. The workshop on “A 
new technical measures framework for the new CFP”  will be a good occasion to 
discuss this topic with experts. 

Alain Cadec, MEP
Chair of the Committee on Fisheries 
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Unfair trading practices in the food supply chain
Policy Department on Economic and Scientific Policy July 2015   

Unfair trading practices by the stronger party of a contract can have a profound 
impact on market functioning, increasing costs and reducing revenues of the 
weaker parties. Unfair trade practices which grossly deviate from good commercial 
conduct are typically imposed in a situation of imbalance by a stronger party on 
a weaker one, and can exist on any side of the business relationship. Recently unfair trading 
practices have been of particular interest in relation to EU food supply chains. 

Join the policy departments’ network
Policy Departments provide in-house and external expertise to support EP committees and other parliamentary bodies 
in shaping legislation and exercising democratic scrutiny over EU policies. If you wish to receive this monthly publication, 
please send an email with your contact details to: ep-policydepartments@ep.europa.eu

Occupation/annexation of a territory
Policy Department on External Policies June 2015
 Situations of occupation are often among the most difficult conflicts to resolve, 

in particular if the occupied territory is also illegally annexed. Legally speaking, 
an illegally annexed territory is occupied. Third parties (like the EU) have 
an obligation to not recognise an illegal annexation and to not assist in the 
continued occupation and annexation. An occupying power has limited authority over the 
occupied territory under international humanitarian law (IHL).

Adoption without consent
Policy Department on Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs June 2015

 The EP has received many petitions on adoption without parental consent, i.e. 
procedures allowing to dispense with the consent of the parents in adoption 
procedures. The study examines the law and practice in England and Wales, 
compares it to other jurisdictions within the EU, details the procedures followed 
by English courts in relation to child protection proceedings involving a child who has a 
connection to another EU Member State, and gives recommendations to the EU and the UK.

Use of the EU Flexibility Instrument in the MFF 2007-2013

This document looks at the results obtained from EU budget resources dedicated 
to the Flexibility Instrument, and the role of the EP in making such resources 
available. The Flexibility Instrument is the smallest among the flexibility 
mechanisms in the EU budget in terms of resources available: during the previous 
MFF (2007-2013) a total of EUR 1400 million was available (of which EUR 1324 million were 
granted and EUR 76 million were not used).

Policy Department on Budgetary Affairs March 2015

highlights
European historical memory
Policy Department on Structural and Cohesion Policies April 2015

European policies have made an effort to foster collective historical memory in 
order to add legitimacy to the European project and foster supranational identity. 
This study examines challenges, current policies and possible future prospects of 
“historical memory” in a European context. Based on acknowledging the complex 
nature of collective memories in general and shared European historical remembrance in 
particular, a critical “culture of remembering” is argued for.
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