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Forthcoming publications 
Committee Title Publication date

Cuba, the USA and the EU Oct 2015

European cultural institutes abroad Oct 2015

Cybersecurity threats in the European Union Oct 2015

Results and efficiency of railway infrastructure 
financing within the EU Nov 2015

Employment and skills aspects of the Digital Single 
Market Strategy Nov 2015

Access all Studies, In-depth analyses, Briefings and At a glance notes 
produced by the Policy Departments. 
All publications: www.europarl.europa.eu/supporting-analyses
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contacts
Policy Department A - Economic and 
Scientific Policy 
ECON - ENVI - EMPL - IMCO - ITRE 
poldep-economy-science@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department B - Structural and 
Cohesion Policies
AGRI - CULT - PECH - REGI - TRAN 
poldep-cohesion@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department C - Citizens’ Rights 
and Constitutional Affairs
AFCO - FEMM - JURI - LIBE - PETI 
poldep-citizens@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department D - Budgetary Affairs
BUDG - CONT 
poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department - External Policies
AFET - DEVE - DROI - INTA - SEDE 
poldep-expo@ep.europa.eu

Focus 
Institutional aspects of special interest representation

Dear Reader,
  

From the beginning of its mandate, the current 
European Commission came with a strong pledge 
for enhanced transparency when it comes to its 
own dealings with the interest representatives.  It 
also committed itself to secure the involvement 
of the Council of the EU in the agreement on the 
Transparency Register.

The study announced in this issue on special 
interest representation takes an original look 
at the lobbying activity surrounding European 
Parliament, while analysing the distribution of the 

interest groups, patterns of their operation and perception by the legislators.

This study contributes to both ongoing work in AFCO on enhancing 
transparency, accountability and integrity of the EU institutions and feeds as 
well into our debate about the revision of the inter-institutional agreement on 
the Transparency Register.  

Danuta Hübner, MEP, 
Chair of the Committee on Constitutional Affairs

Forthcoming events

Workshop
13 October 2015 - 12.30 to 14.30 - ASP 1G2

Eat for health ENVI

Study presentation
12 October 2015 - 15.00  to 16.30 - ASP 3G3

Implementation of the 
first pillar of the CAP 
2014-2020

AGRI

supporting analyses

Workshop
19 October 2015 - 15.00 to 18.30 - JAN 4Q1

Parliamentary immunity 
in the EU

JURI

Workshop
12 October 2015 - 16.00  - ASP 5G2

New technical 
measures framework for 
the new CFP

PECH
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information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent 
the official position of the European Parliament. 

Comparison of farmers’ incomes in the EU Member States
Policy Department on Structural and Cohesion Policies June 2015   

A strong relationship exists between the economic size of farm business and the 
average levels of income generated. This study requested by the AGRI Committee 
describes income differences between holdings of different sizes and types and 
between Member States. It compares the incomes of farmer household to other 
groups in society. Recommendations relate to the support of small farms, actions to mitigate 
instability and to fill the gap in farm household income information. 

Join the policy departments’ network
Policy Departments provide in-house and external expertise to support EP committees and other parliamentary bodies 
in shaping legislation and exercising democratic scrutiny over EU policies. If you wish to receive this monthly publication, 
please send an email with your contact details to: ep-policydepartments@ep.europa.eu

Challenges for competition policy in a digital economy (study, presentation)
Policy Department on Economic and Scientific Policy July 2015

 Our increasingly digitalised economy raises substantial challenges for 
competition authorities and policymakers, from defining market boundaries to 
issues of net neutrality. Focussing on competition policy and its instruments, 
this study prepared at the request of the ECON Committee explores the specific 
characteristics of digital economy markets and how these characteristics impact 
competition policy. Its presentation included a parallel study by the German 
Monopolies Commission.

EU funds for migration policies: analysis of efficiency
Policy Department on Budgetary Affairs July 2015

 Between 2007 and 2013 almost EUR 4 billion were allocated to the management 
of external borders and the implementation of migration policies. The study 
requested by the CONT Committee provides an overview of EU funding and 
agencies in the field of migration, asylum and integration. It begins with a brief 
assessment of their effectiveness and efficiency before examining whether the design 
of management, budgeting and control systems is effective in preventing the misuse of 
resources.

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

The international community has agreed on 17 global goals, covering all pillars 
of sustainable development. Implementation will affect external and internal 
EU policies. In September the UN agreed on a new global agenda, aiming at 
an environmental, social and economic transformation by defining universal 
goals. Challenges for implementation are manifold, including indicator definition and data 
collection, communication, financing and balancing of universality and national ownership.

Policy Department on External Policies September 2015

highlights
Institutional aspects of special interest representation
Policy Department on Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs June 2015

The European Parliament is lobbied by growing numbers of special interests 
which raises questions about the type of groups it interacts with and their 
characteristics. Special interests aim at influencing EU policy primarily through the 
supply of information to institutions. The study prepared for the AFCO Committee 
looks at focus and intensity of the lobby groups surrounding the Parliament along the policy 
cycle. The research also analyses the perceptions by the MEPs of the lobbying activity.
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