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Armenia's political parties and the EU
Most political parties in Armenia are in favour of closer cooperation with the EU, but do not see this
as contradictory to their enhanced cooperation with Russia and its Eurasian neighbours. Russia's
support for Armenia's geopolitical interests in the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict may provide the
explanation for the country's foreign policy being equally balanced towards Russia, the USA and the
EU.

General background
Relations between the Republic of Armenia and the European Union are guided by the EU-Armenia
Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (1999), which covers cooperation in areas such as political dialogue,
trade, investment, economy, law-making and culture. Armenia is among the countries targeted by the
European Neighbourhood Policy and the EU/Eastern Partnership initiative. Its negotiations with the EU for
an Association Agreement (AA) which also included a Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area (DCFTA),
were finalised in July 2013. But suddenly on 3 September 2013, following a meeting with Russian President
Vladimir Putin, Armenia's President Serzh Sargsyan announced his country’s intention to join the Eurasian
Customs Union which brings together Russia, Belarus and Kazakhstan. The process of implementing the AA
and the DCFTA came to a halt, it no longer being possible to conduct negotiations.
Armenia holds general elections for a head of state – the country's president – and for a National Assembly.
Of the latter's 131 members, who sit for four years, 41 are elected in single-member constituencies and 90
by proportional representation. The proportional representation seats are distributed among party lists
which have received at least 5% of the total vote.
The most recent Armenian parliamentary elections were held on 6 May 2012, and the next are due in 2017.
After the 2012 election, the EU and the OSCE invited Armenia to address urgently the shortcomings
identified by an election observation mission composed of international and European Parliament delegates,
so as to fully meet the internationally recognised democratic standards ahead of its upcoming presidential
elections. These took place on 18 February 2013, resulting in the re-election of the incumbent president
Serzh Sargsyan for a second term.
In a statement issued immediately after the elections, the EU welcomed Armenia's progress but underlined
that it needed to carry out further democratic reforms. This repeated the message reported by the
International Election Observation Mission, comprising the OSCE's Office for Democratic Institutions and
Human Rights (OSCE/ODIHR), the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) and the EP.
President Serzh Sargsyan is a member of the country's ruling Republican Party of Armenia, or RPA
('Hayastani Hanrapetakan Kusaktsutyun').
On 13 April 2014, the Armenian President appointed Parliament President Hovik Abrahamyan as prime
minister. His predecessor Tigran Sarksyan had resigned following his failure to implement a controversial
pension reform, which the courts partly declared as unconstitutional. In July 2014, Sarksyan was appointed
as Armenia's new ambassador to the USA.
Following this top-level reshuffle, the junior partner within the ruling coalition – the Rule of Law Party, or
RLP ('Orinats Yerkir') – announced its withdrawal from the government. The three ministers who had
represented RLP in the coalition government chose to remain in office and quit their party, explaining that
they did not share its decision to leave the coalition. With or without this party, RPA would still be able to
single-handedly ensure the stability of the Armenian Government, as it has a majority in Parliament.
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The political party spectrum in Armenia
Following the May 2012 national elections, six political parties entered the Armenian Parliament:
The ruling party
 The RPA: 44.1%, 69 seats. It is a right-wing party with a nationalist conservative ideology. National

conservatism is presented as a subtype of conservatism, mostly concentrated on national interests.
The Opposition
 Prosperous Armenia (BHK), 'Bargavach Hayastan': 30.2%, 37 seats. It is considered a centre-right

political party, which claims to offer realistic solutions to the problems faced by Armenian society. BHK
is the main opposition party.

 Armenian National Congress (ANC) 'Hay Azgayin Congres': 7.1%, 7 seats. The party has a liberal
democratic orientation. At present, ANC’s main goals are the restoration of constitutional order, the
setting up of checks and balances, the establishment of a sound electoral system and the restoration of
free market relations.

 Armenian Revolutionary Federation (ARF), 'Hay Heghapokhakan Dashnaktsutyun', 5.7%, 6 seats. This
socialist party is among Armenia's oldest political factions. ARF's programme is based on social justice,
democracy and national self-determination for the Armenian people.

 Rule of Law Party (RLP), 'Orinats Yerkir': 5.5%, 6 seats. It is mostly conservative and pro-European (EU
and NATO).

 Heritage Party, 'Zharangutiun Kusaktsutyun': 5.8% 5 seats. The party is an advocate of liberal economic
and democratic governance but distances itself from the ANC and other opposition parties.

 Independent candidate: 0%, one seat won in a single-member constituency by a candidate who was not
formally affiliated with or supported by a political party or bloc.

In an article published in the Caucasus Analytical Digest, the Director of the Caucasus Institute describes the
two leading parties in Parliament, RPA and BHK, as catch-all parties, composed of members of the elite
without a well-defined ideology. The main competition in these elections, he said was not between them
and the opposition, but rather, between the two of them. As far the opposition is concerned, it seems that
RLP and the BHK are in the centrist opposition field, while the Heritage Party and the ANC are more radical.
ARF is in the middle.

Position towards the EU
As highlighted in a recent study by the European Friends of Armenia, the position of Armenia's political
parties towards the EU could be understood as follows:
RPA is aligned with the European People’s Party (EPP), gaining observer status in February 2012. The RPA’s
political choices have been characterised by an increased pro-European discourse which does not contradict,
in its own words, Armenia’s strategic alliance with Russia.
BHK has no European party affiliation and favours even closer cooperation with Russia.
Since 2010, the ANC is a member of the European Liberal Democrat and Reform Party (ELDR). Mostly pro-
European, the party has criticised the Council of Europe (CoE), the EU and the OSCE for an alleged lack of
pressure on the government over human rights violations. The party is in favour of a balanced foreign policy
towards Russia, the USA and the EU.
The ARF’s membership in the Socialist International dates back to 1907. The party has close ties with the
Party of European Socialists, but is not a member. ARF backs Armenia’s political association and economic
integration with the EU, while also favouring a stable foreign policy towards Russia, the US and the EU.
RLP is aligned with the European People’s Party (EPP) and has had observer status since February 2012.
Mainly pro-Western but not anti-Russian, the party does not publicly promote Armenia’s full membership in
the EU and NATO, but is certainly not against it.
The Heritage Party is also aligned with the European People’s Party (EPP) and has had observer status since
February 2012. The Heritage Party advocates that deeper European integration, stronger bilateral relations
with European countries, and EU membership for Armenia become the principal pillars of Armenian foreign
and domestic policies. The party is in favour of a multi-dimensional foreign policy aimed at a balance
between US and Russian interests. It believes that Armenia’s own interests can only be secured with a clear
EU integration course.

http://www.osce.org/odihr/91643?download=true
http://www.parliament.am/
http://www.bhk.am/index.php?al=home
http://www.anc.am/
http://www.arfd.info/background/
http://www.oek.am/official/
http://www.heritage.am/en
http://www.laender-analysen.de/cad/pdf/CaucasusAnalyticalDigest39.pdf
http://armenianow.com/news/politics/53730/armenia_coalition_government_dashnaktsutyun
http://www.eufoa.org/uploads/ArmeniaPoliticalPartyGuide.pdf
http://www.eufoa.org/
http://www.epp.eu/sites/default/files/content/press_releases/pdf/yerevan01.pdf
http://www.epp.eu/member-parties
http://www.aldeparty.eu/en/members/political-parties
http://www.socialistinternational.org/viewArticle.cfm?ArticlePageID=931
http://www.pes.eu/your_party
http://www.epp.eu/member-parties
http://www.epp.eu/member-parties

	General background
	The political party spectrum in Armenia
	The ruling party
	The Opposition

	Position towards the EU

