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Azerbaijan's political parties and the EU
Azerbaijan's President Ilham Aliyev plays an omnipotent role in the country's political system, giving
the different political parties no room for manoeuvre. The government is in favour of a strategic
energy-focused partnership with the EU. The opposition, which is small and fragmented, advocates
signing an Association Agreement with the EU as a way to improve democracy, human rights and
living conditions.

Background
Azerbaijan–EU relations
The relations of the Republic of Azerbaijan with the EU are guided by a Partnership and Cooperation
Agreement which entered into force in 1999. In 2004, the EU engaged further with Azerbaijan through its
European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP), which was followed in 2006 by the adoption of an ENP action plan. In
May 2009, a further step was taken with Azerbaijan's inclusion in the Eastern Partnership. Negotiations for
an EU Association Agreement with the country started in 2010. But Azerbaijan has since backed away from
such an agreement, possibly induced by its immediate neighbours. Instead, it has proposed to work towards
a Strategic Modernisation Partnership, although an association agreement is still an option. On energy
issues, cooperation between Azerbaijan and the EU has intensified and their Strategic Energy Partnership has
been strengthened in view of the construction of a southern gas and oil corridor. Azerbaijan's conflict with
Armenia over Nagorno-Karabakh remains the main obstacle to increasing stability and prosperity in the
region. This is the reason why the EU appointed an EU Special Representative for the Southern Caucasus to
assist in conflict resolution and work closely with the OSCE Minsk Group.
Political situation
As highlighted by the European Commission and EEAS and the European Parliament in different reports and
resolutions, the key challenges for the Azerbaijani Government are to consolidate democratic structures,
improve respect for human rights, reduce poverty, tackle the socio-economic gap between the oil-rich
capital, Baku, and the rest of the country, and address the growing social support for radical Islamic
movements. Together with his New Azerbaijan Party, President Ilham Aliyev dominates the country's
political scene by exerting control over the government, parliament and local authorities. The president
commands the army and the economy and has control over its main sectors (in particular, the strategic
energy sector). Furthermore, he holds and administers executive power. He appoints the President's
Administration, composed of a prime minister, a vice premier and 20 ministers and other heads of central
executive bodies. All ministers are members of, or are affiliated with, the president's party. Political
opposition is small, fragmented and has marginal influence on political developments due to the
government's repressive behaviour.
Presidential elections
Ilham Aliyev has been president of Azerbaijan since 2003. He succeeded his father Heydar Aliyev, who had
held top positions in Soviet Azerbaijan since 1969 and had then ruled the country during the period from
1993 to 2003, after it gained independence. In 2008, Ilham Aliyev was re-elected with 88.73% of the votes
cast. In 2013, he was re-elected with 84.54% of the vote after a referendum on 18 March 2009 granted him
the right to run for an unlimited number of mandates. The EU and OSCE said that although the presidential
elections had demonstrated some democratic progress, they were not yet up to international standards.
Parliamentary elections
Parliamentary elections are conducted under a majoritarian system. Members of Parliament are elected in
125 single-mandate constituencies for a five-year term in a single round of voting. At the 2010 parliamentary
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elections, the president’s party received 45% of the vote and gained the majority of seats for this legislature.
No opposition party received more than 1.8% of the vote and the rest went to 'independents', generally loyal
to the government. The OSCE said that the elections failed to meet a number of important democratic
standards and that their conduct did not contribute meaningfully to the country's democratic development.

Azerbaijan has a strong presidential system with a weak separation of powers and a poor human rights record. In
May 2011, the EP condemned the Azerbaijani authorities for the 'increasing number of incidents of harassment,
attacks and violence against civil society and social network activists and journalists in Azerbaijan'. In 2012, an
association of journalists named President Aliyev 'Organised Crime and Corruption Person of the Year', in recognition
of his prominent presence in their reports dealing with misconduct and wrongdoing.

Azerbaijan's political party spectrum
As a result of the 7 November 2010 national elections, 12 political parties gained representation in the 'Milli
Majlis' – the Azeri Parliament, which holds legislative power. None of the opposition parties were among
them.
Ruling party
New Azerbaijan Party (NAP): 45.8%, 71 seats. The ruling party lacks a strong ideology and a comprehensive
programme, relying instead on a loose combination of nationalism and a personality cult created during the
lifetime and consolidated after the death of the regime’s 'founding father', Heydar Aliyev. Membership of
the president’s party seems to be a precondition for getting a job in the government.
Parties loyal to the government
Independents: 48.2%, 41 seats. Even though they are not affiliated to a party, these members of Parliament
are loyal to President Aliyev. The Motherland party (Ana Vaten) holds two seats. It is composed of
Armenian-born ethnic Azerbaijanis, supports the president and aspires to create a free, powerful,
democratic and united Azerbaijan. The Democracy block (four seats) and the Reform block (two seats) are
comprised of parties seen as loyal to the government, with most of them having branched off from the main
opposition parties. The Great Creation party, the National Rebirth Movement, the Karabakh coalition,
including Umid (Hope), the Social Welfare party, and the Civic Unity party each hold one seat.
Opposition
Together with the National Council of Democratic Forces, Musavat is Azerbaijan's largest opposition party.
Neither party entered Parliament. As highlighted in the 2011 Caucasus Analytical Digest, the ruling NAP won
a landslide victory, while the opposition failed to win even a single seat. As before, this outcome was largely
achieved through the use of administrative means and biased media coverage, which was dominated by
extensive reporting on the president and the ruling party.

Position towards the EU
EU membership is not on the agenda of Azerbaijani political parties. As far as EU-Azerbaijan relations are
concerned, the government's position could be considered as shared by most parties supporting President
Aliyev's policy. One of the main priorities of the Azerbaijani Government is the establishment and
development of permanent and pragmatic relations with the EU notably in the field of energy. The
partnerships with the EU on Strategic Modernisation and Energy seem to be the government's main priority.
The opposition sees no other alternatives to Azerbaijan’s European integration than an association
agreement. The opposition believes that Azerbaijan has increasingly stepped back from European values in
the direction of authoritarianism, and that an association agreement with the EU could help the country
espouse European democratic values, deepen its respect for human rights and improve living conditions. The
Azerbaijani opposition regrets, however, that the EU's interest in Azerbaijan is currently primarily motivated
by economic and energy reasons, with human rights issues left to one side.
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