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Tajikistan: human rights situation
The human rights situation in Tajikistan raises a number of concerns, especially regarding the use of
torture and the violation of women's rights. The UN and the EU are closely monitoring the situation.

Political situation
As stated in the latest Freedom House report, Tajikistan is an authoritarian state, which President Emomali
Rahmon, elected for a fourth term in 2013, and his supporters dominate politically and economically.
Although the Tajik Constitution provides for a multi-party political system, the government has obstructed
political pluralism. The 2013 presidential election did not meet international standards; the OSCE/ODIHR
Election Observation Mission (including an EP delegation) issued a Final Report indicating that the election in
Tajikistan took place peacefully, but restrictive candidate-registration requirements resulted in a lack of
genuine choice and meaningful pluralism. Tajikistan’s next parliamentary elections are due to take place in
March 2015.

Human rights
Torture
Amnesty International reports that the climate of impunity prevails: law enforcement bodies, including the
GKNB (Tajikistani security forces), routinely 'solve' criminal cases through intimidation, beatings, and torture
of suspects. Although Tajikistan’s criminal code outlaws the 'use of evidence in judicial proceedings obtained
under torture', in its 11 April 2011 final judgment on the case of Gaforov v. Russia, the European Court of
Human Rights, of which Tajikistan is not a member, described a disturbing situation in the country, claiming
that the use of torture is systemic, widespread, and routine. On 12 February 2014, at the end of a three-day
follow-up visit to the Republic of Tajikistan, the United Nations Special Rapporteur on torture said in a press
conference, that 'Tajikistan still needs to bridge the gap between policies and reality'. At the OSCE
Supplementary Human Dimension Meeting (SDHM) on Prevention of Torture, held in Vienna in April 2014,
the NGO Coalitions against Torture in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and in Tajikistan in particular, called on OSCE
member states to make eradication of torture a priority concern. It seems that despite some reforms, claims
of torture by Tajik detainees have increased since the beginning of 2012.
Press freedom
The Law on print and other mass media, adopted in 2013, recognises that international treaties apply to the
regulation of media. Nevertheless, a legal analysis by the London-based NGO Article 19, which defends
freedom of expression worldwide, highlights that this media law includes a number of provisions in breach
of international freedom of expression standards: in particular, the regulations dealing with media
registration, content restrictions – including the repeated blockage of several independent news and social
networking websites. Tajikistan was ranked 115th of 180 countries in the 2014 World Press Freedom Index.
Repression of political activism
On 25 December 2013, Zaid Saidov was sentenced to 26 years' imprisonment after being convicted of
financial fraud, polygamy, and sexual relations with a minor. Saidov and several Tajik businessmen and
academics announced in April 2013 that they were creating a 'New Tajikistan' party. The case against Saidov
seemed overtly political from the outset. Freedom House reports that throughout 2013, members of the
Renaissance Party of Tajikistan (IRPT), one of the main opposition parties, were beaten, harassed, and
imprisoned, and one was hospitalised after he 'fell' from a third-floor window during police interrogation.
Religious freedom
The Law on freedom of conscience and religious associations (Law on Religion) and governmental decrees
regulate religious practices and organisations. Muslims, who represent 90% of the population, are heavily
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monitored and restricted in terms of education, dress, pilgrimage participation, imam selection and sermon
content. All religious groups must register with the government. Proselytising and private religious education
are forbidden, minors are banned from participating in most religious activities and Muslim women face
many restrictions on communal worship. The US Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF)
recommends in its 2014 annual report that Tajikistan be designated a country of particular concern.
Violence and discrimination against women
Violence against women, including spousal abuse, remains a widespread problem. The NGO 'The Advocates
for Human Rights' estimates that the domestic violence rate against women might be as high as 76% across
all regions. Women under-report violence against them, due to fear of reprisals or of an inadequate
response from the police and judiciary, resulting in virtual impunity for perpetrators. Authorities wishing to
promote traditional gender roles widely dismiss domestic violence as a 'family matter.' Trafficking in
persons, including sex and labour trafficking is another women's rights issue of concern in Tajikistan.
Displaced families–refugees
The Rogun Dam project in Tajikistan has the potential to bring electricity and heat to people across the
country and to boost the economy. But Human Rights Watch reports that the standard of living of many
resettled families has seriously deteriorated, consequently undermining the exercise and enjoyment of their
fundamental rights. The UN refugee agency (UNHCR) indicates that Tajikistan also hosts some 4 000
refugees and asylum-seekers, mostly of Afghan origin. They cannot choose their place of residence, as they
are not allowed to live in the major cities.
Human Rights Commissioner
In 2009, the post of Commissioner for Human Rights in Tajikistan was established, with the aim of
strengthening the constitutional guarantees of state protection of human rights and freedoms, but there is
very little information available about the activities of the Commissioner.
Ratification  of UN human rights instruments
As a UN member since 1992, Tajikistan has ratified the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel Inhuman
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the International Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of
their Families, and the Convention on the Rights of the Child and its Optional Protocols on the involvement
of children in armed conflict and on the sale of children child prostitution and child pornography. Since 2000,
Tajikistan has been a state party to the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC). The country
introduced a moratorium on carrying out the death penalty in 2004 and no executions have taken place
since then, but capital punishment remains on the statute book. In 2013, the UN Human Rights Committee
together with the UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and the UN
Committee against Torture concluded in three separate reports that Tajikistan should make greater efforts
to close the gap between practice and law concerning torture and women's rights.

Tajikistan and the EU
Bilateral relations between Tajikistan and the EU are governed by a Partnership and Cooperation Agreement
(PCA) since 2010. Article 2 of this agreement contains the 'Human Rights Clause' which insists on respect for
human rights and democratic principles as an essential part of the agreement. In case of non-execution of
this agreement, Article 94(2) stipulates that either party may take appropriate measures, but this has never
been used in the context of relations between the EU and Tajikistan.
The EU Delegation in Dushanbe organised a seminar on 'Freedom from torture and other cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment' in June 2012. The EU and Tajikistan held the sixth round of their Human
Rights Dialogue in Dushanbe on 17 June 2014; important concerns were raised including elections, the
prevention of torture, and freedom of expression, freedom of religion or belief, women's and children's
rights and the rights of refugees. On 20 June 2014, the EU Delegation in Tajikistan expressed its concern
about the arrest on accusations of espionage of Alexander Sodiqov, a Tajik PhD student at the Universities of
Toronto and Exeter (he was released on bail in July 2014).
The latest EP resolution on Tajikistan was adopted on 17 September 2009 on the conclusion of the PCA, in
which MEPs expressed serious concerns over human rights abuses in Tajikistan.
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