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Chile: political parties
The political party system in Chile developed from fierce competition between three distinct blocs
along a wide right-centre-left spectrum before the military coup of 1973, to a narrower two-bloc
political spectrum (centre-right to centre-left) after 1990, mainly due to the establishment of a
binomial election system by General Augusto Pinochet, originally to guarantee his power base.

Background
From 1958 until the collapse of democracy in 1973, Chile's political party system was based on a competitive
dynamic between three ideological blocs along a wide right-centre-left spectrum. The right-wing Liberal and
Conservative parties were first founded over a century ago, and dominated prior to the 1965 parliamentary
elections. After the poor results of that year, they merged, becoming the National Party (1966-1994). The
Christian Democratic and Radical parties held the Chilean political centre, and the Socialist and Communist
parties took up the left side of the spectrum. The Radical Party, which dates back to 1861, allied itself with
the Communists and Socialists in the Popular Unity coalition which won the Presidency for Salvador Allende
in 1970. Following the Pinochet dictatorship (1973-1990), the system has shown a new pattern of unequal,
bipolar competition between two large coalition blocs along a reduced left-right spectrum, behaving like a
two-party system (currently New Majority on the centre-left and Alliance on the centre-right). This is mainly
due to the binomial system introduced by General Pinochet, and helps to explain the current stability of the
Chilean political system.

Political and electoral system
Chile is a presidential republic, and the President is elected directly by universal suffrage for a four-year term
of office. He/she cannot be elected for two consecutive terms, and must obtain an absolute majority of valid
votes cast. The last Presidential elections took place in November/December 2013, and New Majority
candidate Michelle Bachelet won in the second round with 62.17% of the vote against Alliance candidate
Evelyn Matthei Fornet, who obtained 37.83%.
The country has a bicameral Congress, with a Chamber of Deputies (120 members, elected for a four-year
term) and a Senate (38 Senators, elected for an eight-year term and partially renewed every four years).
Parliamentary elections follow a binomial system (two Deputies and two Senators per electoral
district/constituency) that rewards coalitions. To win both seats in a district, a party must out-poll the
second party by a margin of more than two thirds of valid votes cast. The last parliamentary elections took
place on 17 November 2013 and were also won by the New Majority. There are 19 female Deputies (15.83%)
and seven female Senators (18.42%). A proposal for a new proportional system was approved by the Senate,
and is expected to be voted in the Chamber of Deputies in 2015.

Main political parties and coalitions
New Majority coalition
This centre-left coalition currently has 21 Senators and 67 Deputies, from the following parties:
Socialist Party of Chile (Partido Socialista de Chile, (PS)). President: Osvaldo Andrade Lara. Founded in 1933,
this centre-left, social democratic party is affiliated to the Progressive Alliance, the Socialist International and
the Foro de São Paulo. It is the party of Salvador Allende and of current President, Michelle Bachelet.
Christian Democratic Party of Chile (Partido Demócrata Cristiano de Chile, (PDC)). President: Ignacio Walker
Prieto. A centre party, founded in 1957 by splinter groups from the Conservative Party to defend Christian-
social values. Former Presidents Patricio Aylwin and Eduardo Frei belonged to this party, which is affiliated to
the Christian Democrat Organization of America (ODCA) and the Centrist Democrat International.

http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=poh&AN=34505249&site=ehost-live
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=poh&AN=34505249&site=ehost-live
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=poh&AN=6963272&site=ehost-live
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=poh&AN=6963272&site=ehost-live
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/16237/Salvador-Allende
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/461158/Augusto-Pinochet
http://2010-2014.gob.cl/presidente/como-se-elige/
http://www.gob.cl/presidenta/
http://www.cidob.org/en/documentacio/biografias_lideres_politicos/america_del_sur/chile/evelyn_matthei_fornet
http://www.congreso.cl/
http://www.camara.cl/
http://www.senado.cl/
http://www.ipu.org/parline-e/reports/2063_B.htm
http://www.economist.com/blogs/americasview/2014/04/chiles-electoral-system
http://www.senado.cl/fin-al-binominal-en-ardua-y-extensa-sesion-despachan-nueva-composicion-del-congreso-y-sistema-electoral-proporcional/prontus_senado/2015-01-13/101536.html
http://web.pschile.cl/npschile/index.php/ps-chile/politica-de-alianzas
http://www.ipu.org/parline-e/reports/2064_E.htm
http://www.ipu.org/parline-e/reports/2063_E.htm
http://web.pschile.cl/npschile/
http://historiapolitica.bcn.cl/resenas_parlamentarias/wiki/Osvaldo_Ra%c3%bal_Andrade_Lara
http://progressive-alliance.info/participants/
http://www.socialistinternational.org/viewArticle.cfm?ArticlePageID=931
http://forodesaopaulo.org/partidos/
http://www.pdc.cl/
http://lazaro.brechadigital.cl/pdc/?teams=ignacio-walker-2
http://lazaro.brechadigital.cl/pdc/?teams=ignacio-walker-2
http://thebiography.us/en/aylwin-azocar-patricio
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/218788/Eduardo-Frei
http://www.odca.org.mx/partidos.php
http://www.idc-cdi.com/parties.php
mailto:eprs@ep.europa.eu
http://www.eprs.ep.parl.union.eu/
http://epthinktank.eu/


EPRS Chile: political parties

Members' Research Service Page 2 of 2

Party for Democracy (Partido por la Democracia, (PPD)). President: Jaime Quintana Leal. This centre-left,
social democratic party was founded in 1987 by former President Ricardo Lagos Escobar. It is also affiliated
to the Progressive Alliance and the Socialist International.
Radical Social Democratic Party (Partido Radical Socialdemócrata, (PRSD)). President: Ernesto Velasco
Rodríguez. A centre to centre-left political party, created in 1994, PRSD is affiliated to the Progressive
Alliance and the Socialist International.
Communist Party of Chile (Partido Comunista de Chile, (PCCh)). President: Guillermo León Teillier del Valle.
This left-wing communist party was founded in 1922 and is affiliated to the Foro de São Paulo.
Citizens' Left (Izquierda Ciudadana, (IC)). President: Sergio Aguiló Melo. Officially dissolved in 2014 by the
Chilean Electoral Service (SERVEL) for not reaching 5% of the vote (Article 42.2 of the Political Parties Law).
Wide Social Movement (Movimiento Amplio Social, (MAS)). President: Alejandro Navarro Brain. A left-wing
socialist party, which merged with the regional party Fuerza del Norte in 2014, to avoid dissolution by
SERVEL, thereby creating the new MAS Región party.
Alliance Coalition
The Alliance (Alianza), previously known as Alliance for Chile, is a coalition of right-wing political parties. In
2013 it obtained seats for seven Senators and 49 Deputies. The alliance includes the following parties:
National Renewal (Renovación Nacional, (RN)) President: Cristián Monckeberg. This liberal conservative,
centre-right to right-wing party is affiliated to the Union of Latin American Parties (UPLA) and the
International Democrat Union (IDU), and is the party of former President Sebastián Piñera Echenique.
Independent Democratic Union (Unión Democrática Independiente, (UDI)). President: Ernesto Silva Méndez.
A right-wing, conservative party, founded by Jaime Guzmán Errázuriz in 1983, which supported Pinochet in
the 1988 national referendum. It is affiliated to both UPLA and the IDU.
Independent candidates and other non-coalition parties also have a small representation in Congress.
Figure 1: Senate after 2013 Figure 2: Chamber of Deputies after 2013

Source: IPU Parline database

Figure 3: Presidential elections, second round (source: Reuters)

Chile and the EU
Relations between Chile and the EU are currently founded on the 2002 Association Agreement (fully in force
since 2005), which provides for political dialogue meetings on a regular basis at all levels. The Agreement
also provides for bi-annual meetings of a ministerial Association Council (the most recent being the 5th EU-
Chile Association Council, held in Brussels in October 2011), and for annual meetings of the EU-Chile
Association Committee at senior official level. The 11th meeting of the Association Committee took place on
3 October 2013 in Brussels. The trade pillar of the Association Agreement is the comprehensive Free Trade
Agreement, in force since 2003. The EU is Chile's second trade partner, with 15.4% of Chile's total bilateral
trade, behind China (20%), but ahead of the US (15.3%).

The 19th meeting of the EU-Chile Joint Parliamentary Committee took place in Brussels on 23 January 2014. In the
Joint Declaration, the EP delegation congratulated the Chilean people for the civic values and democratic maturity
shown in the last presidential election process, and both delegations welcomed the benefits brought by the
Association Agreement in the past ten years.
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