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Bolivia: political parties
Bolivia's traditional political instability ended in 2005 with the first electoral victory of Evo Morales
and his MAS-ISPM party. This was also the first time that an indigenous president had been elected
in Bolivia. Thanks to changes he made to the Constitution in 2009, Morales won elections in 2009
and 2014, and was sworn in as President for the third time running in January 2015.

Background
Bolivia has been characterised by high political instability since its independence, as well as by a marked
dichotomy between the poorer highlands (mainly populated by indigenous peoples) and the economically
more prosperous provinces of the lowlands, where the population is mostly of European origin (Santa Cruz,
Tarija, Beni and Pando).
As in other South American countries, the army interfered in politics until the mid-1980s. Since then, and
until 2005, (with the exception of the Siles Suazo Government of 1982-85), governments were centre or
centre-right, with two main parties alternating in power: the Nationalist Revolutionary Movement (MNR)
and Nationalist Democratic Action (ADN). In December 2005, this situation changed with the victories of
Evo Morales in the presidential elections and his MAS Party in the parliamentary elections. Morales
promised a new constitution and called elections for a Constitutional Assembly in 2006. After a lengthy
process, the new Constitution was approved in a referendum in January 2009. The majority electoral system
was replaced by a mixed proportional system, and the re-election of the President and Vice-President was
limited to a single additional mandate. New elections were called in December 2009 and October 2014, and
both were won in landslide victories by Evo Morales and his MAS Party.

Bolivia's political system
The President, along with their Vice-President, is elected in presidential elections by qualified majority in a
single national electoral district. To gain office, a candidate must obtain at least 50% plus one of valid votes,
or at least 40% of valid votes with a minimum 10% difference over the second most popular team of
candidates. A second round is organised between the two most popular pairings in case no-one obtains
these percentages of votes. A simple majority is enough to win the second round.
The Legislative Assembly has two chambers: the Chamber of Deputies, with 130 seats and a mixed system
(uninominal, plurinominal and indigenous electoral districts); and the Chamber of Senators, with 36 seats
(proportional system with four Senators per province/department). There are currently 17 female Senators
(47.22%) and 69 female Deputies (53.08%).

Current political parties
Movement toward Socialism - Political Instrument for the Sovereignty of the Peoples (Movimiento Al
Socialismo-Instrumento Político por la Soberanía de los Pueblos, (MAS-IPSP)). Leader: Juan Evo Morales
Ayma. Winner of the 2005 elections, MAS-IPSP won further elections in 2009 and 2014, and is a left-wing
party strongly opposed to the neo-liberal economic policies implemented in Bolivia by former governments.
In the 2014 presidential elections, it obtained 60.9% of the votes, and gained 117 Deputies and 25 Senators.
This was Morales' first victory in the department of Santa Cruz, traditionally strongly opposed to MAS. The
support MAS and Morales received in 2014 is considered to be mainly due to the political stability, sustained
growth and greater social inclusion they achieved, especially regarding the indigenous communities, which
represent more than half of the country's population. Among MAS's original goals were: protecting the coca-
growing sector; reversing economic reform policies; and greater state involvement in the economy, including
mining, hydrocarbons and telecommunications. Some key points in its 2015-20 political programme are:
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eradication of poverty; access to basic services and a decent life; higher productivity, industrialisation and
employment; infrastructure improvements; and a clampdown on drug trafficking and corruption. Some
analysts insist that, compared with previous elections, polarisation diminished in 2014 thanks to sound
economic management and the maintenance of living standards for the middle and upper classes. Others
stress the importance of social movements as a major source of support for MAS. Though many classify MAS
as populist or revolutionary, other experts place it in the social democratic spectrum, mainly because of its
trade union origins and the changes it has introduced in Bolivian politics. MAS has links with other left-wing
political parties in Latin America and Europe, and is a member of the Progressive Alliance.
Democratic Unity (Unidad Democrática). This coalition party was formed by National Unity (Unidad Nacional,
(UN)) and the Social Democratic Movement (Movimiento Demócrata Social, (MDS)). National Unity is a
centre-right party founded in 2003 by cement businessman Samuel Doria Medina. MDS, led by Rubén
Costas, is also in the centre-right spectrum, and affiliated to the International Democrat Union (IDU).
Democratic Unity is currently the second force in the Legislative Assembly, with 32 Deputies and nine
Senators.
Christian Democratic Party (Partido Demócrata Cristiano, (PDC)). A centre party, affiliated to the
Organización Demócrata Cristiana de América, which obtained seats for ten Deputies and two Senators in
the 2014 elections. Its presidential candidate in 2014 was Jorge 'Tuto' Quiroga.
Fearless Movement (Movimiento Sin Miedo, (MSN)), led by Juan Fernando del Granado Cosío is a left-wing
party, member of the Progressive Alliance. It won no seats in the 2014 Legislative Assembly.
Green Party of Bolivia (Partido Verde de Bolivia, (PVB)), led by Fernando Vargas Mosúa, is a member of the
Global Greens network of political parties, but won no seats in the 2014 Legislative Assembly

Distribution of seats by party following the 2014 elections:

Chamber of Deputies 2014

MAS (88)

UD (32)

PDC (10)

MSM (0)

PVB (0)

Chamber of Senators 2014

MAS (25)
UD (9)
PDC (2)
MSM (0)
PVB (0)

Source: Inter-Parliamentary Union website.

Political cooperation with the EU
Relations between Bolivia and the EU are conducted both bilaterally and in the framework of regional
cooperation with the Andean Community, and are governed by the regional Framework Cooperation
Agreement of 1993. Signed in 2003, the ratification process for the regional Political Dialogue and
Cooperation Agreement is not yet complete. In September 2011, an informal High-level Policy Dialogue was
launched, involving political and economic discussions. The EU strongly supports democracy in Bolivia
through election observation and assistance, and supported the national dialogue leading to the
2009 Constitution, under the Instrument for Stability. In 2010, Bolivia was selected as the only Latin
American 'pilot country for democracy' and as a case study for the 2009 Council Conclusions on Democracy
Support in the EU's External Relations – Towards Increased Coherence and Efficiency and the related Agenda
for Action in this field. EU aims regarding Bolivia are set out in the Country Strategy Paper, and were
extended in the Mid-Term Review.

The EP debated an oral question to the Commission on 5 September 2014 about the GSP+ (Generalised Scheme of
Preferences) and compliance with the Minimum Age Convention in Bolivia, which has lowered the minimum working
age for children to 12 and even 10 years old. The EP also approved a resolution on fair justice in Bolivia on
21 November 2013, focused on the cases of Előd Tóásó and Mario Tadić, and condemning human-rights breaches in the
arrest of two European citizens and the killing of three others in Bolivia.
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