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Uruguay: Political parties
Uruguay has the longest tradition of democratic stability in Latin America. The two-party system
prevailing since the early 19th Century has gradually evolved into a multiparty system, with the
emergence in 1971 of a major third force, the Broad Front. This party broke the National and
Colorado parties' domination in the 2004 elections and has been in power since 2005.

Background
Uruguay is the most enduring democracy in Latin America, with an institutionalised two-party system
(National (PN) and Colorado (PC) parties) that dominated the political arena from the 19th Century (after
independence from Spain) until recently. With the emergence of the Broad Front, and especially after the
1989 elections, it has evolved towards a multiparty system. Thus, since 1990 most presidents have had to
negotiate agreements to build coalitions or legislative majorities. Economic stagnation and rising political
authoritarianism at the end of the 1960s led to a military dictatorship from 1973 to 1985. From 1985,
Presidents Sanguinetti (PC, 1985-1990, 1995-2000) and Lacalle Herrera (PN, 1990-1995) gradually restored
political stability. In 2005 this two-party domination was ended by President Tabaré Vázquez and his Broad
Front, which has been in power ever since (with President José Mújica from 2010 to 2015, and now with the
re-election of Tabaré Vázquez, who was sworn in on 1 March 2015).

Political and electoral system
Uruguay is a presidential republic. The President is elected for a five-year term, with no possibility of
immediate re-election for a second consecutive term. The Constitution establishes that all parties must hold
primaries to select their presidential candidate, and that the President must be elected by majority run-off (if
a candidate does not obtain an absolute majority, the two candidates with most votes go to a second
round). Legislative authority is made up of a bicameral Parliament or General Assembly, with a House of
Representatives and a Senate. A total of 99 Representatives (from 19 multi-member constituencies
corresponding to the country's departments) and 30 Senators (from one national constituency), are directly
elected by the citizens for a five-year term, following a proportional representation system. Vacancies arising
between general elections are filled by substitutes elected at the same time as the members. The Vice-
President is an ex-officio Member of the Senate and presides over the Senate and the General Assembly
(joint meetings of both chambers).

Main political parties
Broad Front (Frente Amplio, FA). President: Mónica Xavier. A social-democratic centre-left to left-wing
coalition founded on 5 February 1971, it currently combines the following political groupings: Red Carnation
Movement, Pais Group, Socialist Party of Uruguay, Socialist Movement, 20 May Movement, People's Victory
Party, Movement of Popular Participation, Broad-Front Compromise, Broad-Front Stronghold, Revolutionary
Worker's Party, Communist Party of Uruguay, Left Liberation Front, Social Security Party, Federal League,
Socialist Workers' Party, Uruguay Assembly, Broad-Front Popular Movement, Open Left, Left Current, Action
and Thought-Liberty Current, Broad-Front Unity Current, New Space, Current 78, Broad-Front Confluence,
Christian Democratic Party, 'Vertiente Artiguista' and 'La 5005'. Some of its components are affiliated to the
Socialist International, and the Progressive Alliance, or participate in the Foro de São Paulo. It currently has
50 Representatives and 15 directly elected Senators. It is the party of Tabaré Vázquez and José Mújica.
National Party (Partido Nacional, Blancos). This is a right-wing, conservative political party. President:
Luis Alberto Heber Fontana. It has two main components: National Alliance (led by Jorge Larrañaga) and
'Todos Hacia Adelante' (led by Luis Lacalle Pou). It obtained seats for 32 Representatives and 10 Senators in
the 2014 elections, and came second in the second round of the presidential elections.
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Colorado Party (Partido Colorado). Secretary General: Germán Cardoso (elected in December 2014). A
centre-right to right-wing liberal party founded in 1836, its main parts are Batllistas de Ley (led by Senator
José Amorín Batlle) and Vamos Uruguay (led by Pedro Bordaberry). It currently has 13 Representatives and
four Senators.
Independent Party (Partido Independiente). President: Pablo Mieres. This centre to centre-left party was
founded on 11 November 2002. It has three Representatives and one Senator.
Popular Unity (Unidad Popular, Lema Asamblea Popular). Leader: Eduardo Rubio. A left-wing coalition,
created in 2013, as an alternative to Broad Front. It obtained one Representative seat in the 2014 elections.

Sources: IPU Parline; Cidob

Uruguay and the EU
The EU concluded a Framework Cooperation Agreement with Uruguay in 1992, which foresees cooperation
in health, social, administrative, and food matters, rural development, environment, investment promotion
and technology transfer, and establishes regular EU-Uruguay Joint Cooperation Committee meetings. The
VIII EU-Uruguay Joint Cooperation Committee took place in Brussels on 20 March 2012. Uruguay is also a
Party to the EU-Mercosur Framework Cooperation Agreement signed in 1995, and participates in the
ongoing negotiations of the EU-Mercosur Association Agreement. As a founding member of Mercosur,
Uruguay is also a recipient country, according to the priorities set out in the Mercosur Regional Strategy
Paper 2007-13. The Country Strategy Paper for 2007-13 identified social and regional cohesion, innovation,
research and economic development, and reform of the penal and penitentiary system, as key priorities in
Uruguay's development strategy. These priorities were confirmed in the 2010 Mid-Term Review. Uruguay is
no longer eligible under the EU’s main instrument for bilateral development assistance for 2014-20, but can
participate in the EU’s regional and thematic programmes. The EU also provides support to Uruguay in fields
such as human rights and engaging with non-state actors, through projects funded by the European
Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR). At regional level, the EU and Uruguay also have a
dialogue in the framework of the bi-regional EU-CELAC biennial summits and regular Senior Officials’
Meetings.

Contacts between the European Parliament and Uruguay are maintained and developed by its Delegation for
relations with Mercosur and its Delegation to the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary Assembly, mainly in the
framework of EuroLat, as well as meetings with members of Parlasur. On 17 January 2013, the EP adopted a
Resolution on the State of play of EU-Mercosur trade relations, calling for closer cooperation between the EU and
Mercosur and reiterating the importance of including respect for democratic principles, fundamental and human
rights and the rule of law, as well as environmental and social standards, in the future trade agreement. On 29-
30 April 2013, a European Parliament delegation visited Uruguay and met with President José Mujica to discuss
EU-Uruguay relations and the future EU-Mercosur Association Agreement.
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